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Cascade Books • Pickwick Publications
Wipf & Stock • Resource Publications
 
New Manuscript Proposal
 
1.      Working Title and Subtitle:
 
 
*Note: all manuscript submissions must adhere to our current AI Usage Policy. Please confirm that you have read our AI Usage Policy, included at the end of this document, and that your proposed manuscript abides by it. If you have questions about this, feel free to reach out to editorial@wipfandstock.com.

2.      Is this a dissertation or thesis? If so, for what degree?
[   ] PhD		[   ] MTh
[   ] ThD		[   ] MRel
[   ] EdD		[   ] MA
[   ] DMin		[   ] Other:

Specify from which institution:
Specify the field of study or department:
Year degree granted:
 
// CONTRIBUTOR DETAILS //
[bookmark: _heading=h.4wsdrt8xgdxz]3.      Author(s)/Editor(s) name. Please also identify the primary contact:
[bookmark: _heading=h.8m2gha16cd8h]		Name: 
Role: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Primary Personal Email: 
Secondary Institutional Email (if applicable): 
 
*For better security and to ensure you always receive our updates—even if you change jobs or projects—we request that you provide a personal email address for all correspondence with Wipf & Stock, such as Gmail, Outlook, or other free email services. 
 
 
4.      Biographical Note (employment, degrees, credentials, etc.):
 
 
5.      Significant previous books/articles published (including bibliographic details):
 
 
6.      Have you published with Wipf and Stock before? If so, please list your book(s) here, including imprint:
 
 
7.      Please list any secondary contributors in this book (such as translator, foreword, etc.):
[bookmark: _heading=h.ybfwpw7ypexg]		Name: 
Email: 
 
 
8.      Is this an edited volume with multiple contributors?          Y / N
 
9.      Contributors: Please provide the number of contributors along with their names and email addresses:
Number of Contributors:
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.b3cypuloriai]		Name: 
Email: 
 
 
// BOOK DETAILS //
 
10.   Please indicate the genre of your book here with an ‘X’: 
[   ] non-fiction
[   ] fiction
[   ] poetry
[   ] memoir
 
11.   Title Description: 100 to 200 word summary of the book
 
 
12.   Table of Contents (please provide brief descriptions):
 
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.eiay736r2wpy]13.   Estimated word count (not page extent)
Word Count (Chapters):
Word Count with Appendices:
Word Count Notes:
Total Word Count:
***For works of Poetry, please indicate the number of poems in your collection: 
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.smx2fk1b247k]14.   Will your book project include tables, charts, graphs, illustrations, or photographs? If so, please indicate here the total number:
tables:
charts:
graphs:
illustrations:
photographs
 
15.   Does your book require a unique, non-standard book layout and/or include graphic design elements (ie. glyphs, callout boxes, etc.)? 
[bookmark: _heading=h.pmbbld88niti]If so, please include a sample if not already present in your Sample Chapter/Full manuscript. 
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.jjjjxvemwprs]16.   Estimated manuscript delivery date:
 
 
 
// SERIES DETAILS //
 
Has this book proposal been accepted by the Series Editors for one of our existing series? If so, please indicate which series here:
 
***If you are proposing a new series please download the Series Proposal Form located at www.wipfandstock.com in our Publish With Us section. If you have a book proposal for the first book in your series, please submit both the Proposal Form for the book, and the Series Proposal Form together.***
 
 
 
 
// MARKETING DETAILS //
 
17.   Market: Who are the intended readers? ACADEMIC (scholars, college or seminary students, pastors) or GENERAL READERS?
 
18.   Marketing Ideas:
 
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.7mbqo32wczx4]19.   Competing titles: How does it compare to similar books already available on the market?
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.18i1bf9qdop]20.   Unique Features: If your book is intended for an academic audience, how does it make a new contribution to the current scholarship on this subject? 
 
21.   Individuals who may be prepared to endorse your book:
 
 
// ADDITIONAL ITEMS //
 
Along with the proposal form, attach the following items and send them to proposals@wipfandstock.com:
 
1.    Your CV (Curriculum Vitae)
 
2.    A minimum of one Sample Chapter (or your complete manuscript if available.)
 
3.    FOR DISSERTATIONS ONLY: Two letters recommending your work for publication from either your dissertation advisor (preferred) and/or examiners.
 
The recommendation letters must include:
a.         an evaluation of the quality of the research
b.        the importance of the work’s conclusions for contemporary research
c.         and the quality of the writing
 
Note: the recommendation does not need to include a summary of the dissertation.
The recommendation should be submitted directly to us by the person offering the evaluation and not the author of the book. The evaluation should be sent to the following email address: proposal@wipfandstock.com. Please ask them to include in the subject line of their email:
 
                                    RECOMMENDATION: Your Author Name


[bookmark: _heading=h.u185fdxvrpx0]Wipf and Stock Publishers AI Usage Policy
Last updated 5/5/2026. This policy is subject to updates and changes without notice.

At Wipf and Stock Publishers, we understand that artificial intelligence is an exciting and ever-developing new technology that can be helpful for efficiently completing some tasks. However, we believe artificial intelligence tools and services must be used with great caution in relation to manuscripts. This usage policy provides clarity on the uses of AI Tools that we consider acceptable and unacceptable for our authors. In this policy, “AI Tool(s)” refers to generative AI and AI-assisted technologies, including but not limited to Grammarly, ChatGPT, Copilot, Grok, Gemini, Google AI Overviews, and Midjourney.

[bookmark: _heading=h.veg7cpi9yj1t]Key Points*
· We do not publish any work written by AI Tools.
· AI Tools can be used for some specific supportive tasks in manuscript preparation.
· All uses of AI Tools must be fully reviewed and double-checked by the author or another human contributor.
· All uses of AI Tools must be disclosed to Wipf and Stock in the Editorial Questionnaire (EQ).
*See details below.
[bookmark: _heading=h.t4jy8jwkyquc]Writing Versus Editing
We cannot publish any work written by AI Tools because AI-generated content is not copyrightable. If you have written your manuscript by putting prompts into an AI Tool and using the generated content as the basis of your manuscript, we cannot publish the result, even if you edit it after it is generated. The only situation in which it is permissible to include material generated by AI Tools is for critique of AI Tools in practical use cases, for example, a chapter that compares the responses of a chatbot when given different prompts on the same topic.

Using AI Tools to edit something that you have already written—checking grammar and spelling; suggesting changes for clarity, flow, and length—is acceptable! However, be aware that using tools like Grammarly to rephrase passages can make the writing more likely to be flagged for plagiarism and AI-written content because of the way they phrase their suggestions. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ngo3gpr2ufph]Research and Citation
You may not quote any AI Tool’s summaries of ideas, events, statistics, or published works in lieu of fully cited research. AI Tools are known to plagiarize, misattribute or invent quotations, and fabricate sources; as a result, consulting them cannot stand in for real research. The only situation in which it is permissible to include material produced by AI Tools is for critique of AI Tools in practical use cases, for example, a chapter that compares the responses of a chatbot when given different prompts on the same topic.

You may not ask AI Tools to provide quotations or citations without verifying them yourself as well. If you yourself cannot locate a source for a quotation or claim, you will need to remove that material from the manuscript. 

You may use reference management software like Zotero and EndNote for organizing your citations. You may not use related AI Tools like Zotero-GPT and EndNote Research Assistant in lieu of reading cited sources yourself. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1uthhc6zw4h0]Image Generation
Cover:
We generally do not recommend or accept AI-generated images for cover use. However, limited exceptions may be considered under the following conditions:
· The AI Tool must follow the ethical practice of compensating artists whose works were used in training their models.
· The image must be free of common AI artifacts (such as incorrectly placed shadows, incorrect number of fingers on a hand, etc.).
· The final image must meet professional design and production standards. We reserve the right to reject any AI-generated content based on quality, ethics, or licensing concerns.

Examples of AI Tools that compensate creators include:
· Getty Images AI
· Bria AI
If you wish to use another AI Tool, you must provide verification that it follows comparable ethical practices when you submit your images and final manuscript. 

Interior:
If images are absolutely necessary to communicate what you need, and AI Tools are the only option you have for creating them (e.g., you want to include something that there are no photographs of, and you are not financially able to hire an illustrator), you may use images generated by AI Tools. However, these images are subject to review and approval or rejection by the publisher like any other interior images. We recommend using the two AI Tools above for interior images as well, given their ethical practices.

Images may be adjusted using AI Tools to add or remove elements, modify contrast, brightness, color balance, etc., as long as the author has permission from the original creator to modify their work in these ways.

We discourage the use of AI-generated images in our Cascade Books and Pickwick Publications imprints in particular. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.a80rtpa7yyek]Translation
We will not publish any work translated in whole or in part by an AI Tool unless a qualified human translator, fluent in both the original and target languages, verifies the accuracy of the translation by thoroughly reviewing both the source and the AI Tool’s translation. Using AI Tools occasionally while translating something in whole on your own is fine (in this situation, you know both languages involved).
[bookmark: _heading=h.40fvmiz0eg73]Interacting with Wipf and Stock and Your Final Manuscript
You may not use any AI Tools in your interactions with Wipf and Stock or on your manuscript after your final manuscript has been delivered. This includes responding to your copyeditor’s queries and annotating your typeset PDF. The unpredictability of AI Tools with regard to the written word often does more harm than good in these situations.

[bookmark: _heading=h.s26ehwnmta1n]Human Oversight
It is acceptable to use AI Tools for support in preparing your final manuscript. However, this use must always take place with complete human control and oversight, and authors must make a disclosure as detailed below. In the same way that authors are responsible for ensuring that their work is original, has not been previously published, does not violate copyright, etc., authors are also responsible for the accuracy and integrity of the material that they produce, including anything done with the assistance of AI Tools.

Authors should research the terms and conditions of any AI Tools (including services or apps) they decide to use to ensure the confidentiality and privacy of their unpublished manuscript. You should use only AI Tools that do not train their models on user submissions (see list below for some examples). This is for the protection of the author’s intellectual property (your original ideas) and of Wipf and Stock as the publisher. 

· Do not submit your entire manuscript to an AI Tool unless it provides the security and privacy required to preserve the confidentiality of your manuscript.
· Do not upload any content from a previously published source such as a prior edition of your book; this would likely be a violation of copyright, depending on the AI Tool. 

If we discover an unacceptable use of AI Tools relating to your project, we may cancel the project and hold you financially responsible for the work we have put into the manuscript.

[bookmark: _heading=h.bzxg35rdbii0]Disclosure
Use of AI Tools strictly for checking grammar and spelling does not require disclosure, but all other uses discussed here do. There is a section of the Editorial Questionnaire (EQ) for this purpose. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.xvkht9n719ch]FAQs
· Could I use AI Tools to check my grammar and spelling? Yes! However, be aware that using tools like Grammarly to rephrase passages can make the writing more likely to be flagged for plagiarism and AI writing because of the way it phrases its suggestions. 
· Could I use AI Tools after I have submitted my final manuscript? No!
· How do I disclose my uses of AI Tools to Wipf and Stock? There is a section in the Editorial Questionnaire (EQ) for this purpose.
· What if I’m not sure whether my use of AI Tools is allowed according to this policy? Email the details of your use to editoral@wipfandstock.com for assistance.
· My language skills are rusty! Could I use AI Tools to help me translate passages from the Bible and other sources? Yes, but you should disclose in the manuscript that AI Tools were used as an aid for translation.
· Could I use AI Tools to edit photos, charts, and images, such as replacing a word or changing the brightness? Yes, as long as you have permission from the original creator to modify their work. Note that we do not recommend using AI Tools to raise an image’s resolution because they cannot actually do what we need them to do in that regard; a low-resolution image cannot be made high resolution.
· Could I use AI Tools to organize references or check my citations? Yes, but you must thoroughly and completely verify all output provided by the AI Tools. Programs like EndNote when used without their generative AI features do not require disclosure. 
· I don’t have a citation for a quote that I used in my book; could I use AI Tools to help me find one? Only if you verify that the source given by the AI Tool is accurate by consulting the source yourself. AI Tools are known for making errors while providing information like this, sometimes inventing sources that do not exist. If you cannot find a source yourself through your own research, you will have to remove the quotation.
· If I’ve forgotten the exact wording of a quote, could I use AI Tools to find it? No. AI Tools are generative and do not accurately provide exact quotes from sources. You must verify the accuracy of the quote before adding it to your manuscript. Not verifying risks misrepresenting another author’s ideas.
· Could I use AI Tools to answer my copyeditor’s queries? No. This requires your personal attention, as all parts of the publication process do after you have submitted your final manuscript. 
· I used an AI Tool to generate my first draft, but I’ve done a lot of work on it since; is this allowed? No. AI Tools are to be used for critiquing text that has already been written by a human.
· Could I use AI Tools to determine whether I need permission to use an image, chart, song lyrics, etc. in my manuscript? We suggest you do not rely on AI Tools in this case. Authors often receive incorrect or misleading answers to these types of questions.
· I am not familiar with CMOS 17th ed and SBL 2nd ed; could I consult AI Tools instead? We strongly advise against it. AI Tools are known to give incorrect or opposite answers to questions about style guides. These tools do not have access to the paid subscription or the full style guide in most cases, so their information comes from internet forums and blog posts. This is not authoritative whatsoever. If you are not sure about a style rule, please purchase those style guides, hire a copyeditor, or reach out to us at editorial@wipfandstock.com.

[bookmark: _heading=h.6v1u8z2qe7pk]Examples of AI Tools That Protect User Data
· Anthropic Claude: By default, Claude does not train on user data, and they use prompts only with express permission.
· OpenAI (Enterprise/Team): ChatGPT Team and Enterprise plans guarantee that user data is not used for model training.
· Self-hosted models: Using models like Llama 3 or Mistral locally ensures data never leaves your machine.
· Substack: Offers a setting to block AI training on your content.
· X (Grok): Users can turn on "private mode" to prevent data from being used in training.
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