Group Study Guide for Reflections on the Sacrificial Death of Jesus Christ: Daily Readings for Lent by Jason R. Tatlock
I am pleased that you chose Reflections on the Sacrificial Death of Jesus Christ for a group study. Because the book is already set up for daily readings with guiding questions, you could simply draw from those questions as you lead discussion. But you still need to consider how to weave together the content on a weekly basis. In what follows, I will help you do that and give you some additional questions to think about. I have organized the guide into weekly units based upon the rhythm of the Lenten or Passion season, which begins with Ash Wednesday. No readings are scheduled for Sundays leading up to Easter. The introduction and conclusion can be included in the group discussions at your discretion, but I suggest reading the short conclusion together during your final session. You may also choose to use the weekly format at any other time of the year.
[A] Week One (Chapters 1–4)
[B] Passages: John 3:3, 16; 1 John 4:9–11
The focus of the first chapters of Reflections is upon the sacrificial love of the Father as expressed in John 3 and 1 John 4. I explain in the book how John 3 should be read with greater sacrificial emphasis than it is normally considered. Both John 3 and 1 John 4 can be viewed in light of Genesis 22 and the near sacrifice of Isaac. All three narratives deal with fatherly love and sacrificing a son. I recommend reading those texts as a group and then consider the sacrificial imagery found in those chapters. Note the most striking features of those passages beforehand and then be prepared to ask questions like the following: [BL 1-9]
What impacted you the most from this week’s readings? Why?
How do you feel about the author’s treatment of John 3:16 as a verse about the Father sacrificially giving Jesus? 
If you accept his view of John 3:16, how does it change your understanding of one of the most well–known verses in the Bible? 
How often do you think about the crucifixion of Jesus in a sacrificial light? If not very often, why not?
Put yourself in Abraham’s shoes and reflect upon what he was asked to do. How would you respond? 
How do you think God the Father reacted emotionally, when faced with the choice to give a begotten son sacrificially and what was his motivation for going through with it?
When considering the Father’s sacrifice of Jesus, what mental, emotional, or spiritual responses do you have, and what are you going to do about those responses?
How is love modelled in John 3 and 1 John 4, and is that sort of love different than how our society generally views love?
What practical steps of love are you going to take this week? [/BL 1-9]
[A] Week Two (Chapters 5–10)
[B] Passages: 1 John 2:1–3, 5–6; Titus 2:11–14; 1 Timothy 2:1–6; Mark 10:42–45; Galatians 1:1–5
These chapters address such issues as Jesus’ advocacy, mediation, and servant leadership, as well as the topics of grace, faith, and the Law. A common thread in the chapters is the legal status of a Christ–follower under divine law. You have a lot of material from which to choose and several relevant texts to study (1 John 2, Titus 2, 1 Timothy 2, Mark 10, and Galatians 1). Pick a passage and dig into it with the group. I would recommend 1 John 2 but be sure to look at the end of 1 John 1 to set the context. The beginning of 1 John is foundational to a correct understanding of our legal position in God’s eyes. Here are some potential questions to ask: [BL 1-9]
Are any of you plagued by guilt? Why or why not?
In light of this week’s studies, what do you need to do about your guilt?
What is the role of an advocate and what does it mean that Jesus advocates for us?
How is Jesus an effective advocate and what are the results of his legal representation?
On what basis are our sins forgiven as explained in 1 John 1–2?
How does the information contained in 1 John 1–2 help you in your view of God, yourself, and others? 
What else impacted you from this week’s readings beyond the issues raised in 1 John?
Did anyone learn something new about Jesus’ leadership style, God’s grace, or the Law? If so, please explain.
What can you do in the week ahead to live out the biblical truths you encountered in the readings from week two? [/BL 1-9]
[A] Week Three (Chapters 11–16)
[B] Passages: Galatians 2:17–21; Romans 8:1–4, 28–34; Romans 5:15–19
This week continues to deal with some of the same topics found in week two. Chapters 11–16 cover some of my favorite passages like Galatians 2 and Romans 8. Given my history of self–condemnation, I am particularly drawn to the message of Romans 8 that the Christ–follower does not stand condemned. A friend of mine recommends reading the way that The Passion Translation articulates Romans 8. Reading key passages in a variety of translations is a nice way to engage scripture. In whichever mainstream translation you use, you will see that a beautiful part of Romans 8 is that sin is what stands condemned, not the person who places faith in the work of Jesus on the cross. You might be drawn to one of the other topics addressed in week three like legalism and the motivation for doing good deeds. Grace is another issue worthy of group discussion. Here are some potential questions: [BL 1-9]
In 30 seconds, how would you summarize an important lesson you learned from the readings in week three?  In another 30 seconds, explain why you chose that lesson.
What is grace and why is it important to you?
What is the alternative to a grace–based faith?
In what ways has legalism (or a works–based faith) attached itself in your life, and what are you going to do about it?
To what extent have you reduced your relationship with God to a transactional relationship, doing good things in order to receive blessings?
Do you treat other people based solely upon how they treat you?  If so, think about why and find a New Testament verse that goes against such an idea. Meditate on it throughout the coming week. 
Do you find yourself more easily condemning others or yourself? Why?
What does it mean that the Christ–follower is not condemned?
What does that mean for you in particular? [/BL 1-9]
[A] Week Four (Chapters 17–22)
[B] Passages: Romans 4:23–5:1, 6–9; Galatians 2:17–21; Ephesians 4:32–5:2, 25–28; Hebrews 13:10–16
The previous week ended with a study of Romans 5 and week four begins by returning to that passage plus the final verses of Romans 4. Here, we encounter the idea of justification or having a righteous (upright) position before God. This contrasts with condemnation. Intertwined with the justification is the peace established between us and God through the sacrificial death of Jesus. You could spend all of your group time on Romans 4–5 unpacking the theological implications of those chapters, but week four covers other worthy topics like faltering in sin (Galatians 2) and the sanctifying effects of Jesus’ blood (Hebrews 13). A particularly practical and fruitful discussion area for your group could be to explore Ephesians 5 together, looking at the ways that Paul speaks about Jesus’ sacrifice and the model of love it represents. Some questions to consider are: [BL 1-9]
What parts of week four encouraged or challenged you?  How would you condense your response to one sentence?
What is justification and how is it achieved?
To what extent are you living peacefully with God?
Is there a specific sin in your life that is hindering peace? What do you need to do about it?
What areas of your life require greater peace?  Invite God to bring peace into those realms.
What is sanctification and how is it achieved?
What do you find encouraging about Paul’s statements in Galatians 2 regarding sin or life in Christ?
What is the model outlined in Ephesians 5 for human relationships? 
What practical steps can you take next week to follow that model in your interactions with others? [/BL 1-9]
[A] Week Five (Chapters 23–28)
[B] Passages: Hebrews 13:10–16; 9:13–14; 1 Peter 1:1–2; 1 John 1:5–10; 1 Peter 1:10–19; Mark 8:29–38
The first two chapters in week five continue the topic of sanctification by further exploring Hebrews 13. Jesus’ blood is the means by which we are made holy. Week five spends time looking at how we are to respond to the sacrificial death of Christ, that is, with sacrificial acts of our own that bring God pleasure. The other chapters from the week are intertwined, describing the important role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ sacrifice and the Christ–follower’s sanctification (Hebrews 9; 1 Peter 1). Week five also deals with being in the light with God (1 John 1), as well as our call to holiness (1 Peter 1) and self–denial (Mark 8). Sanctification or holiness is, therefore, a recurrent theme. Think about these questions: [BL 1-9]
We’ve been reading a lot about sanctification or holiness. Is anyone bold enough to share how that process has been going? Any victories to report?
If you are giving up something for Lent, how is that influencing your spiritual development? How has self-denial made you feel physically and spiritually, for example?
What are the types of sacrifices that bring pleasure to God according to Hebrews 13, and do you have any sacrificial examples in your life to share from the past week?
Who is willing to make a commitment right now to be more sacrificial? Tell us about your plan.
Why is praise an important act of sacrifice? Who needs to make more time to offer such sacrifices?
Who is willing to set aside 45 minutes a day to worship in the next seven days?  Be sure to report back to the group next week about how it goes.
Who is the Holy Spirit and how is the Spirit instrumental in our spiritual development?
When you consider Jesus’ sacrifice, what members of the Trinity normally come to mind? Why?
If you tend to focus on one member of the Trinity in reference to the cross, will you choose to meditate on a passage referenced in Reflections that speaks about other members of the Godhead and Jesus’ sacrifice for the next seven days? [/BL 1-9]
[A] Week Six (Chapters 29–34)
[B] Passages: Romans 6:1–7; Galatians 2:20–21; Romans 12:1–2; Philippians 2:1–8; John 6:48–56; Luke 22:19–20; Mark 14:22–24
A central feature of the daily readings in week six is the unity between the Christ–follower and Jesus. Baptism beautifully reflects this union as it symbolizes a Christian’s connected with the crucifixion, entombment, and resurrection of Jesus (Romans 6). As a result of our crucifixion with Christ, our very lives are intertwined with his (Galatians 2). In turn, we are called to live sacrificially, breaking our conformity to worldly ways and gaining a renewed way of thinking that aligns with Christ’s humble mindset (Romans 12; Philippians 2). From a ritual standpoint, our union with Jesus is also seen in and fostered by participating in Communion or Eucharistic practices (John 6; Luke 22; Mark 14). As you ponder the teaching found in week six, think about the following group of questions: [BL 1-9]
How are the readings from week six linked to sanctification, which is the process of becoming less worldly and more oriented to God?  How is your sanctification process going?
What is the source of life for the Christ–follower?  What difference does it make?
How much ownership do we have over ourselves?
What does it look like to be a living sacrifice?  Respond with practical examples.
What was Paul’s idea of being renewed and how can we better walk in that reality?
What did Jesus mean that people needed to eat his body?
Are there other statements that Jesus made that are difficult for people to accept? Explain.
What changes have you noticed in your life since you started the Reflections study?
What changes do you want to see in the weeks ahead and what steps will you take to pursue them? [/BL 1-9]
[A] Week Seven (Chapters 35–40)
[B] Passages: Matthew 26:26–28; 1 Corinthians 5:6–8; 1 Peter 1:18–19; Acts 8:27–31; 1 Peter 2:21–25; Romans 3:21–26; Mark 15:37–39; Hebrews 10:19–22
The collection of passages encountered in the final week of readings (Matthew 26; 1 Corinthians 5; 1 Peter 1–2; Acts 8; Isaiah 52–53; Romans 3; Mark 15; and Hebrews 10) bring to the fore a basic premise of Reflections and, more importantly, the New Testament itself: the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ was much more than Passover sacrifice. You see this already in Matthew 26 when Jesus implements Eucharist/Communion. Passover was not about obtaining forgiveness of sin. Yet, Jesus explains that his blood provides such cleansing. Passover sacrifice is present in the complex representation of Jesus in the New Testament, but the Bible goes beyond Passover to represent his death in association with the Suffering Servant’s guilt–offering, Day of Atonement sacrifice, and more. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is now time for you to summarize with your group the key sacrificial ideas explained in Reflections and to encourage them to move forward in applying the biblical teachings contained therein to their lives more completely. An easy way to start this process of reflection is to read the conclusion of the book together. In those two and a half pages, I provide an overview of the book and talk about building upon the ideas covered in the daily readings. These pages can be read after digging into some of the passages mentioned in week seven. Here are some possible questions: [BL 1-9]
How would you explain the main ideas found in the Reflections book to someone who has not read it?
What is the most important thing you learned over the past weeks?  Can you explain it in 3-5 words, or draw it in a picture?
What is Passover and what was the role of the Passover lamb?
How did Jesus modify Passover celebrations?
Does anyone approach Communion/Eucharist differently now than at the start of the book study? How so?
How does Jesus embody the Suffering Servant figure? What does that mean for you?
What was accomplished in the crucifixion in terms of entrance into the Holy of Holies, and what difference does it make for you?
What sacrificial ideas in the New Testament were new to you when reading this study?
What practical steps are you going to take to be a better follower of Christ in the weeks ahead?[endnoteRef:1][/BL 1-9] [1:  I would like to thank my good friends, Milly Butler and Mike Frazier, for reading this guide and for providing useful suggestions that helped shape the final version of this guide.] 


