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ABOUT THE BOOK
Coyote in Love is a retelling of a 
Northwest coyote legend about how 
Oregon’s Crater Lake was formed. In 
many Native American stories, coyote 
takes his place as the ultimate trickster 
and mischievous hero who learns his 
lessons in unique ways. 

What does “retold” mean?
Read the author’s note in the back  
of the book to learn where this story 
comes from.

What’s on the cover?  
What do you think the book 
is about?
When a child asks for a bedtime story, 
Mama tells her a story about a coyote, an 
old tale of love and the way things came 
to be. It’s a retelling of a Native American 
legend about Coyote’s love for a beautiful 
blue star, which resulted in the creation of 
Crater Lake in Oregon.

What is a legend?
It is a true or semi-true story that has 
been passed down from person-to-
person. It can have a spiritual meaning to 
the culture that it comes from. It can be 
based in history and have truth, but also 
have mythical events.

What is a myth?
A story based on a legend or a tradition 
that has a deep symbolic meaning. It tells 
a truth to the listener and the teller. A 
legend can explain the origin of things 
and last for thousands of years.

What is a folktale?
A popular story told again and again, 
passed from one generation to the next 
without anyone really knowing the origin. 
The stories can be fables, fairy tales,  
or legends.

What is a fairy tale?
A short story that features magic or 
enchantments with fantasy characters such 
as dwarves, elves, fairies, giants, gnomes, 
goblins, mermaids, trolls, or witches with 
happiness as a theme usually at the end.

Is there a difference between 
legends, myths, and folktales?
These types of stories often overlap, but 
they all convey aspects of a group of 
people’s culture, tradition, or history.
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Summarize the story
Who are the characters? 

What happens?

Where does it happen? 

When?

How does the character deal with  
what happens?

Did you find words in the story  
about senses? What are words that  
remind you of:

Touch

Smell

Hearing

Seeing

Tasting

If you use a different voice for each  
character when reading aloud, what  
would the star’s voice sound like?

What does a coyote sound like?

Do you know any other  
Coyote stories?

Coyote in Love With a Star: Tales of  
the People 

Borreguita and the Coyote

Coyote: A Trickster Tale from  
the American Southwest 

Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote

There Was a Coyote Who Swallowed  
a Flea  

Coyote’s In the House

Coyote Christmas: A Lakota Story

Kissing Coyotes

Coyote and the Firestick

How The Coyote Created the Milky Way  

Coyote Steals the Blanket

The Tale of Rabbit and Coyote

Coyote Places the Stars
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POINT OF VIEW
Read the story and think about: 

Who is telling it?

What if the star told the story? How would 
the story be different?

Start the story up in the sky where  
the stars live and look down on Coyote.
Describe what it looks like. How does  
the star feel about Coyote?

INVESTIGATE
In the author’s note, it says Coyote finds 
love and heartbreak in circumstances 
that his powers cannot remedy. Yet, in his 
sadness, there is magic in his lake of tears. 
The lake is Crater Lake, which is beautiful 
blue and very deep.

Was it magic that created the lake when 
Coyote fell from the sky? What do you 
think it was?

A good way to ask questions and 
discover answers especially in science 
is cooperative learning. This is sharing 
ideas and listening to others. Partners 
can problem solve, discuss, predict the 
outcome, and report to others. Teams of 
or three or four experts investigate, use 
hands-on methods, and work together.

Did you guess that the explosion of  
Coyote hitting the ground was really a 
volcano? Let’s make a team to learn about 
volcanoes. We need a measurer, a pourer, 
and a record keeper.

Did you know that there are 20-30 
eruptions every year and over 500 active 
volcanoes in the world? That’s not even 

counting the ones under the sea. More 
than half of them are located around the 
“Ring of Fire” that borders the Pacific 
Ocean. Volcanoes can smother entire cities 
and forests with lava and ash. But, they 
also have shaped most of Earth’s surface 
over millions of years, forming mountains, 
plateaus, and ocean  oors. Weathering 
and erosion turn lava and ash into fertile 
soil and many farms are built on the slopes 
of volcanoes. Lava and magma (molten 
material beneath or within the earth’s crust) 
harden into granite. Granite is a durable, 
strong material with varying colors which 
makes it a practical and beautiful building  
material for construction, floor tiles,  
counter tops, or window sills. It can also 
withstand high temperatures, making it  
an ideal replace material.
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 Coyote started to run across the fields and into the forest.

He              and          and       throughout  the night. 

By day, he slept. At twilight, Coyote awoke and began running again. 

He didn’t even stop to eat dinner.

ran ran ran 

VERBS ARE ACTION WORDS
Sometimes a word changes a lot when the tense changes.
Find the different tenses of the verb run on this page.

Sometimes a word changes a lot when the tense changes.
Find the different tenses of the verb run on this page.

Past tense    (already happened)  

Present tense    (happening now)

Name different tenses of these verbs:

sit,     ,  

 

see,      ,  

 

think,           ,
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Were there any words in the story  
that you did not know the meaning of?  

Could you figure out what they meant  
by reading the story?

Radiant (adjective)
sending out light; shining or  
glowing brightly

Twilight (noun)
the soft glowing light from the sky  
when the sun is below the horizon,  
caused by the refraction and scattering  
of the sun’s rays from the atmosphere

Afterglow (noun)
light or radiance remaining in the sky  
after the sun has set

Plunging (verb)
jumping or diving quickly and 
energetically

Tumbling (verb)
falling suddenly, clumsily, or headlong

VOCABULARY WORDS

Wordle
Print the vocabulary words on a piece 
of paper large enough to cut them out. 
Find words that have the same letters 
and arrange them into a wordle like 
the game Scrabble or like a crossword 
puzzle. You can add some more words 
from the story to make things fit.  
Draw boxes on a piece of tracing paper 
where the words are to make your own 
crossword puzzle. Then, write a clue for 
each word. Take your crossword puzzle 
home and see if someone can solve it.
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Omnivores: eat meat  
and plants, (fruit, berries, 
insects, fish, birds, mice,  
ground squirrels, small 
mammals and carrion)

Good runners 
good swimmers  
great stamina

Bark & growl

4 feet long  
weigh 60 pounds

Smart & adaptable

COYOTE FACTS
Coyotes are also known as the American 
jackal, a brush wolf or prairie wolf.  
They are wild animals and shy around 
people. You may have heard them sing 
or seen their tracks.



West Margin PressCoyote In Love Book Guide 8

Coyote’s Pelt:

•  Grayish-brownish-yellowish on top 

• Throat & belly white

•  Forelegs, sides of the head,  
muzzle & paws are white

• Reddish-brown black-tipped tail

Coyotes can run up  
to 43 mph and jump  

over 13 ft.

Baby coyotes  
are called pups

Coyotes can live in the  
wild up to 14 years
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Coyote’s Song

• Soprano of the canine tribe 

• Higher pitch than wolves

•  Series of long clear calls or barks  
followed by a tremolo

•  In a pack they sing with a high- 
pitched chorus

This page of the book shows the  
coyote song coming in the bedroom 
window just before storytime

To hear a coyote singing go to  
this address on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UbHeTPwWBbk
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ANIMAL TRACKS
Did you ever see animal tracks  
and wonder what they were? 
First count the toes and claws.
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How can you tell if the tracks are 
from a dog or a coyote?

1.  Coyote’s front paws and back paws  
are different.

2.  Coyotes carry their tails down when 
they walk (so you might see a line  
or a tail print in the snow or dirt).

3.  Coyotes can walk in a straight line for  
much longer than dogs. 

4.  Coyote’s walking pace is larger (16”) 
and they can leap 10’.

Front
2 1/2”

Back
2 1/4”
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Get down on your hands  
and knees.

1.  To walk like a cat, dog, or a hoofed 
animal, you move your right front foot 
or paw (your hand) and your left rear 
foot or paw (your knee) at the same 
time. Then switch to your left front foot 
and your right rear foot. These animals 
are “perfect walkers” or “Diagonal 
Walkers” that make a straight path of 
left-foot, right-foot pattern of tracks.

WALK LIKE AN ANIMAL

2.  Try walking with your right front foot 
 or paw (your hand) and right rear 
foot or paw (your knee) at the same 
time. Now you are walking like a bear, 
porcupine, raccoon, possum, or beaver. 
These animals are “imperfect walkers” 
or “Pacers.” They make a close zigzag 
pattern of tracks.
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3.  To walk like an animal from the weasel 
family you hop with both feet front, 
then both feet behind, making an  
even bow-like pattern of tracks.

Walk Like an Animal continued

4.  Rabbits and rodents are hoppers.  
Their rear feet jump ahead to either 
side of the their front feet. This will 
be hard to do on your knees. Try 
hopping on your feet like a frog.
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COYOTE’S FAVORITE STAR WAS

What is your favorite color?
Start collecting small things in your color...
pictures, rocks (painted), fabric, toys, 
ribbons, buttons, any little object you  
can find to glue into your COLOR BOX.

Find a small box (like a shoebox or 
smaller) and paint it inside and out with 
your favorite color. When it is dry you  
can glue your objects inside.

What you will need:
• shoe box or a box lid
• acrylic or tempera paint
• paintbrush
• scissors
•  collection of items in your  

favorite color 
• glue
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BORDER DESIGNS
This book has a border design on every 
page. The designs in the border can help 
to tell the story. One student thought that 
every time she saw the little quilt squares 
she was reminded that it was a mama 
telling the story to her kids at bedtime.

An easy way to start border designs is  
to draw a line down the edge of your 
paper —you don’t have to use a ruler, 
then on the other side, across the top  
and the bottom. You now have four 
corner squares to decorate first. Then fill 
in the sides and tops with patterns, lines, 
shapes, curls, dots.

To make designs, start with a line.  
The line divides the shape into two 
shapes now. If you have stripes, you can 
draw little shapes inside the stripes to 
make a pattern. Each shape provides  
a place to make more shapes.

The illustrations in this book were  
painted with watercolor.

What shapes did you see in the book?


