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The Seasons of Little Wolf 
Written by Jonathan London, Illustrated by Jon Van Zyle 
WestWinds Press® 9781941821060, 8 x 10, HB, 32, $16.99 (also in SB) 
 

In this sequel to their best-selling The Eyes of Gray Wolf, 
the lyrical prose of Jonathan London and vibrant 
illustrations of Jon Van Zyle bring to life this wolf pup’s 
first year. Follow precious Little Wolf as he bounds into 
the world and through the seasons: from blind and fuzzy 
newborn, to bumbling pup, to his first moose hunt. 

 

Reading/Writing/Language Arts 
 

Read The Seasons of Little Wolf and answer the following questions: 
1. (CCR 1) Wolf pups play games a lot like those played by human children. 

What were some of the games the wolves played? Can you imagine 
playing those games as a wolf? 

2. What kinds of skills do the wolf pups learn by playing?  
3. (CCR 1) How is Little Wolf hurt in this story? How do the words and 

pictures help you understand what is happening? 
4. (CCR 4) The author describes the pups on their first hunt by saying, 

“They float like ghost-shadows through the moonbeams.” What does 
that mean?  

5. (CCR 4) The Seasons of Little Wolf uses interesting action words instead 
of common words like walk and run. When Little Wolf leaves the den for 
the first time, he doesn’t walk, he “bumbles.” Find other creative action 
words in The Seasons of Little Wolf. Make a list of at least five words. 
How does each creative action word add to the story in ways that the 
common word would not? 
 

Writing: 
1. (CCR 3, 7, 8) Choose an animal that lives in the same area as Little Wolf, 

and write your own story about that animal’s first year of life. Research 
facts about the animal in the library and online. Remember to use 
creative action words like those used in this book.  

2. (CCR 3, 7, 8) Research what Little Wolf’s next year would be like. How 
will he go about building his own pack? What challenges will he face? 

3. (CCR 9) The Author’s Note at the end of The Seasons of Little Wolf 
includes additional information about wolves and the challenges they 
face. Read the Author’s Note, and write a brief summary of the 
important facts included there. 
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Vocabulary: 
Teacher note: Some of these terms may be above grade level for your group. Pre-
teaching vocabulary in context should help students with comprehension. These 
terms fall under Tiers II and III for the Common Core State Standards.  
 
deserted  
nuzzle 
bumbles 
waddle 
tumbles 

whines 
scruff 
muzzle 
lopes 
pounces 

cradling 
scrambles 
quaking 
whimpers 
scarce

 
1. Assign each term to a pair of students. Have student pairs act out the term 

or design a visual display to teach the word to their classmates.  
2. Find a synonym for each word on the list. A synonym is a word that has the 

same—or nearly the same—meaning as another word. 
3. The Seasons of Little Wolf  Word Find: 

Find these words from The Seasons of Little Wolf. They are hidden forward, 
backward, up, down, and diagonally. 

 

s x n j s f s c a r c e  

q c k s q e f j b x l s  

d y r h i r l u h q o e  

i q d a m w n b r a p l  

s r e p m i h w m c e b  

n e s a o b a u r u s m  

u l e l e d l a a e b u  

z z r b d w d e c o i t  

z z t l x l a n s d r r  

l u e n i q u a k i n g  

e m d n j o x q d l i p  

z d g w p s e n i h w o 
  

deserted  
nuzzle 
bumbles 
waddle 
tumbles 
whines 
scruff 
muzzle 
lopes 
pounces 
cradling 
scrambles 
quaking 
whimpers 
scarce 
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Science/Natural History/Geography 
(See also the questions in the reading and writing sections.) 
 
Research the answers to these questions in your library or online:  
 

1. Research the Endangered Species Act. Explain 
how it has affected animal populations since it 
was introduced in 1973.  

2. Research the impact humans have had on 
wolves over time. How have hunting, trapping, 
and human attitudes toward wolves changed 
over the past several decades? 

3. Food webs are one way to think about how 
the predators and prey interact in an 
ecosystem. Research food webs, and create a 
hypothesis about what happens when you 
remove one of the top predators (like the wolf).  

 
Math 
 
Grade 1: (CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.OA.A.2) 

 One day, Little Wolf played in the grass to practice hunting. He caught 
five grasshoppers, three butterflies, two field mice, and one slithery 
snake. How many critters did Little Wolf catch in all? Draw a picture to 
help you find the answer. 

 
Grade 2: (CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.OA.B.2) 

The wolves in the pack have been hunting together with the little ones 
for nineteen days. Some days they catch plenty of food. Some days they 
go hungry. They’ve had successful hunts on 12 of the past 19 days. How 
many days did they go hungry? Draw a picture to help you find the 
answer. 

 
Grade 3: (CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.OA.A.3) 

Little Wolf and his three brothers and sisters all grow up and have 
families of their own. Each of them has five pups in their first year as 
adults. How many puppies do they have that year all together?  
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About the author: 
Jonathan London has written more than one hundred picture 
books for children, many of them about wildlife. He lives 
with his wife in Northern California. www.jonathan-
london.net 
 

 
 
About the illustrator: 
Jon Van Zyle has spent four decades capturing the essence of 
Alaska's landscapes, wildlife, people, and sports. Jon and his 
wife live in Alaska. www.jonvanzyle.com 
 
 

 
Word Find Solution: 

 
 
If you like this book, check out these companion books about a puffin chick 
and a grizzly cub by the same author and illustrator: 
Little Puffin’s First Flight (NSTA/CBC 
Outstanding Science Trade Book)  
and Honey Paw and Lightfoot. 
 
www.GraphicArtsBooks.com 


