
Cover Design Form
The cover and title of a book are marketing tools. Your acquisitions editor will work with you, the design team, and the marketing team to determine the best cover. While the Press has final decision on the cover, we welcome your suggestions. This form is your opportunity to offer input on your cover design. Due to strict vendor and promotional deadlines, the Press is unable to consider new suggestions for the cover later in the process. Please include any ideas you would like the Press to consider in this form and attach images as needed. We will send you the design before final approval. 

Covers are designed to be representative of the book’s content, where possible. Press covers are usually full color with an image or graphic design. Book covers may be text only when there is no suitable art or when there is a large amount of text that needs to fit on the cover. 
When considering an image for the cover, keep in mind:

· The cover will include the title, subtitle, and author/editor names. The image should contain empty space for this text or allow for text above and/or below the image.

· We recommend that cover images be in full color, but black-and-white images may be used if appropriate for the subject matter. Brighter images work better than darker/dim images.

· A cover image should be interesting and representative of the book’s subject matter, but it doesn’t need to tell the entire story.

· Because most book purchases occur online, where the customer only views a thumbnail of the cover, we do not recommend composite/collage illustrations.  ​
The following are sources of public domain, free, or low-cost images for cover use:

· Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/pictures/ 
· Florida Memory: https://www.floridamemory.com/discover/photographs/
· Pixabay: https://pixabay.com/
· Shutterstock: https://www.shutterstock.com/
· iStock: https://www.istockphoto.com/
· Public Domain Review: https://pdimagearchive.org/
· Getty Open Content Program: https://www.getty.edu/projects/open-content-program/
· Biodiversity Heritage Library: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
Cover Image Requirements
After the Press has approved an image for the cover, you will need to submit:

· Image file at a size of at least 7” x 10” at a resolution of 300 dpi
· Permission to use the image on the cover (see our cover permission template). You are responsible for covering permission fees and providing requested copies of your book to rightsholders. 

· A caption for the image, including the source and credit line required by the rightsholder. 
Cover Suggestions

Please answer the following questions and return this form to your editor. 

Message: Communicate an idea, a visual metaphor, or any aspects of the book you think are necessary to address on the cover. 
Avoid: Are there any messages of ideas to avoid on the cover? List any images or colors you would consider inappropriate for the cover and explain why.
Image: List or include any images that you think would be appropriate for the cover. Is there a particular image from your manuscript that would work well on the cover? Are there any interior images that should not be used on the cover? If none of your book’s interior images would be suitable as a cover image or your book does not have interior images, please suggest additional images. You may refer to the sources of public domain or low-cost images on page 1.
Tone: Select 2 or 3 words that reflect the tone of the book or list your own.

☐  amusing

☐  authoritative

☐  classic


☐  conservative

☐  dark

☐  dynamic

☐  edgy

☐  elegant

☐  flashy

☐  historical

☐  introspective

☐  light

☐  loud

☐  minimal

☐  natural
☐  retro
☐  spirited

☐  spiritual

☐  subtle

☐  uplifting/positive

Additional words:
Aesthetics: Are there any covers of other books (especially books in your field) that you like? List titles and authors and provide links.
Additional Comments: Is there anything we have not asked or anything else you would like to tell us about your vision for the book?

