
A FIRST YEAR AND 
COMMON READING RESOURCE GUIDE



A FIRST YEAR AND 
COMMON READING RESOURCE GUIDE

I. INTRODUCTION

Hanif Fazal’s debut book, An Other World: The Fight for Freedom, Joy and Belonging is a social
commentary and memoir that offers a hopeful path forward for people of color by nurturing identity and
centering community. It’s a path where joy is the norm rather than the struggle, where home and work are
inclusive instead of exclusionary, and where Brown and Black relationships lead to a unique experience of
freedom. In lyrical, intimate prose, An Other World traces Hanif’s relationships with BIPOC family
members, professional colleagues, and close friends as they attempt to thrive at home, school, and work in
the all-consuming whiteness of Portland, Oregon, and the broader United States. At once a personal
narrative and a call to action, the book is a culmination and an extension of his personal and professional
work. Just as important, it’s a spark to ignite important conversations that need to take place within the
BIPOC community.
 
An Other World speaks directly to Brown, Indigenous, Black, and mixed-race folks. In his own words,
Hanif says:
 
“I wrote this book to be about us, grounded in our own experiences, spoken in the way WE talk, and that
has multiple stories and perspectives. An Other World is grounded in the idea of how we find our unique
freedom through the relationships that exist between us.
 
How are we unintentionally perpetuating the very things that we're seeking to dismantle? How do we
develop or cultivate an inclusive community of color? And ultimately, how do we leverage this community
and the relationships we form within it to cultivate a sense of joy? I am certain that joy, belonging, and a
unique type of freedom that is available to us are going to be found – or going to be lost – in how we as
People of Color learn to relate to and hold one another. This is our work.”

An Other World also provides valuable insights into the many ways that white people unintentionally harm
BIPOC, so that they can think about how to do better. For white folks, it is critical to create spaces in
which learning, accountability, and community can be established without unintentionally impacting
BIPOC. Such antiracist white affinity spaces work best when they are focused on exploring relationships
to white culture and white privilege, relying on one another for learning and holding one another
accountable to doing better. In centering freedom, joy, and belonging as the desired baseline for BIPOC,
the book provides aspiring white allies a framework for what solidarity with, and accountability to,
BIPOC communities can look like.  

www.haniffazal.com



II. WHY WE CREATED THIS LEARNING GUIDE

We developed this learning guide to complement the broader vision set forth by Hanif when writing An
Other World, which is to spark conversations about the BIPOC experience of freedom, joy, and belonging.
This book is meant to be read collaboratively. We hope this guide can serve as a valuable resource for
enriching dialogues about racial equity, belonging, and personal identity.

We recommend setting up the following parameters to help provide structure and focus to your 
group conversations:

1.    Set classroom or group agreements

2.    Pick 1 - 3 passages that resonate with you as you read the book. Start your conversation here. 

3.    Respond to one or more questions:

 First, respond from a personal perspective, focusing on your individual experiences, beliefs       
and opinions.
Second, expand your response to include a broader viewpoint that considers a collective or
community context. 

There are two primary ways to do this, as part of a book club or in a formal classroom experience.

An Other World
 is meant to be read in

community
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III. BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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How does the author tackle ideas of identity and
belonging? What factors in your life shape your
sense of who you are and where you belong?

 How does culture shape the lives of the author
and his family? How do generational differences
affect their views on culture? Do you see similar
dynamics in your own family or community?

Let’s discuss relationships in the book. What did
you notice about how race, culture, and gender
impact how the characters relate and interact
with each other? Can you draw any parallels
from your own experiences?

Discuss examples of successful cross-cultural
understanding in the book. How do these
instances contribute to the characters’ personal
growth? How do these examples contribute to
your understanding of the intersectionality*
between race and gender?

How does the book address issues of
discrimination and racism? How did these
themes affect the author’s life and choices? On a
personal level, how do you connect with, or react
to, these portrayals?

How does the author use their story to comment
on broader societal issues?

Explore the use of symbolism and metaphor in
the book, how do these literary techniques
strengthen the themes and messages of the story?
Which example of symbolism or metaphor
resonated with you?

What role do the author’s letters to his daughter
play in the book? How did you respond to
reading them? If you were to write four letters to
your kids, or the next generation, what would
you title those letters and why?

How has the book made you think differently
about resilience and resistance? What role do
resilience and resistance play in your life? 

What role does Portland play in the author’s life?
How do the places you have lived play a role in
your sense of identity and belonging?

How do you think your own identities impacted
your reception of the book?

What stories of your own do you (want to) think
about or feel differently about after reading     
the book? 

What does the author mean by “joy is our
baseline”? How did you respond to this at first?
How did your response change throughout      
the book?

After reading the book, how do you see the
relationship between freedom, joy, and
belonging? How do these show up in your life?

What do you want to do differently in your life
after reading the book? How does your identity
factor into your answer?

* Intersectionality is a term coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw to describe the interconnected nature of social
categorizations such as race, class, and gender as they apply to a given individual or group, regarded as

creating overlapping and interdependent systems of discrimination or disadvantage. 



IV. CLASSROOM CURRICULUM
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Course Title
Exploring Identity and Resilience: A Study of An Other World by Hanif Fazal

Course Description
This course offers an in-depth exploration of the nonfiction memoir "An Other World" by Hanif Fazal.
Through a close examination of Fazal's personal narrative, students will delve into themes of identity,
resilience through relationship building and belonging, racial equity, and joy in a white supremacist world.
The course will provide opportunities for critical analysis, reflection, and meaningful discussions on the
author's journey. Students will gain insights into the challenges faced by one’s experience and the
transformative power of self-discovery in the search for freedom, joy, and belonging.

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students will:

Gain a comprehensive understanding of the memoir "An Other World" by Hanif Fazal.1.
Analyze the central themes and motifs presented in the memoir.2.
Examine the author's experiences and reflections on identity, relationships, and belonging in relation
to their own.

3.

Explore the socio-cultural context of key relationships, interactions, and experiences of the author.4.
Engage in critical discussions and written analyses of the text.5.
Develop skills in close reading, textual analysis, and interpretation.6.
Reflect on personal connections to the themes explored in the memoir.7.

Course Outline

Unit 1: Introduction to "An Other World"
Introduction to the author, Hanif Fazal, and his background
Overview of the memoir's structure, themes, and purpose
Overview of the power and purpose of racializing conversations
Discussion on the power of personal narratives in understanding experiences from a person of color

Unit 2: Identity and Belonging
Exploration of the author's journey in navigating racial, cultural, and personal identity
Analysis of the role of language, heritage, and family in shaping identity
Discussion on the challenges and conflicts associated with assimilation and cultural preservation
Identification of factors that contribute to the author’s sense of belonging

Unit 3: Resilience and Adaptation
Examination of the author's experiences of resilience and overcoming adversity
Analysis of the strategies employed by people of color in adapting to new environments
Discussion on the resilience of communities and the transformative power of relationships
Examination of the idea of “joy as our baseline”



Unit 4: Cultural Context
Study of the historical and socio-cultural context of the author's experience
Examination of the author’s resilience in the context of the history of BIPOC resilience and resistance
Discussion on the experiences of Chile and Frewine and how they contribute to one’s understanding   
of culture
Analysis of the impact of cultural, political, and economic factors on the author’s experience

Unit 5: Family and Relationships
Examination of the author's key relationships and their influence
Analysis of author’s interactions and experiences contributing to perspective on race and gender
Discussion on the process of passing cultural values and traditions down to future generations (i.e, the
comparison between cultures and impacts of Marisol, Chile, Frewine, and Hanif’s experiences) and the
impact that has on our development of identity and belonging

Unit 6: Intersectionality and Identity
Study of the intersectionality of the author's (or other characters) identity, including race, religion,   
and gender
Analysis of how multiple identities shape experiences of belonging
Exploration of the complexities and privileges associated with intersectional identities

Unit 7: Memory and Reflection
Discussion on the significance of memory and reflection in the author's narrative
Analysis of the author's exploration of personal growth, self-discovery, and self-acceptance
Examination of how personal narratives contribute to collective memory

Unit 8: Author's Impact and Social Awareness
Reflection on the author's intentions and impact through the memoir
Examination of how personal narratives can foster empathy and understanding
Discussion on the role of storytelling and counterstories in promoting social awareness and race equity

Assessment Methods

Class participation in discussions and group activities
Written assignments (essays, analytical papers, and reflective responses)
Quizzes and tests on the content and themes of the memoir
Final project: Personal reflection or creative response inspired by the themes explored in the memoir

Note: This syllabus is based on the nonfiction memoir "An Other World" by Hanif Fazal. It can be adjusted
and expanded upon to align with specific educational institutions or instructor preferences.
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V. ABOUT HANIF FAZAL

Hanif’s credentials as a visionary leader make his voice
worth hearing. As co-founder of the Portland-based racial
equity consultancy, The Center (CEI), Hanif has
developed and delivered innovative equity and inclusion
programs that set the stage for real, lasting change. For
over 20 years, he has shared his insights across the
education, philanthropic, public, and nonprofit sectors.
Hanif is also a dynamic live presenter who has deep ties to
Black and Brown communities in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
As a charismatic speaker, Hanif makes regular
appearances in local and national news outlets, and he’s a
frequent podcast guest. Hanif has also spoken at South by
Southwest, the National Equity Summit, and has
presented twice at the National Summit for Courageous
Conversation on Race.

Among other noteworthy accomplishments, Hanif is a National Pew Civic Change award winner,
Multnomah County Hilltop award winner, and was awarded the Taste of Portland's Changemaker
award for his prolonged impact on equity and inclusion. His community development efforts also
earned Portland Business Journal’s Transformer Award for commercial real estate for being one of the
city’s “once-in-a-generation buildings that lift the community around and within them.”

Hanif is the child of Indian immigrants on his dad’s side and Mexican on his mom’s. As a child he felt
mixed up, trying to hold onto who he knew himself to be in a world that was never designed for him to
thrive in. He was consumed by trying to figure out how to feel at home in spaces that sounded like and
acted like anything but the home he grew up in. For more than two decades now, he has tried to provide
that “at home” feeling to other BIPOC people through his racial equity work. Founding CEI has given
him a platform to focus on advancing DEI in a broad range of organizations.
 
When people are with Hanif, they feel inspired and heard and can see possibilities of belonging in spaces
they may have not been able to experience before. His commitment to centering BIPOC voices is
palpable — he truly cares about individuals and uses his own story to build authentic connections.
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VI. CONNECT WITH US

Want to dive deeper into how An Other World connects with your community, be in touch with us!

Bring Hanif to your event as a speaker or presenter - email hanif@ceipdx.com
Follow Hanif on Instagram @iamhaniffazal
Follow Hanif on LinkedIn at linkedin.com/in/hanif-fazal-cei
Sign up for Hanif’s newsletter at haniffazal.com
Learn more about The Center at ceipdx.com
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