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THIS BOOK IS BASED ON THE ODYSSEY, AN EPIC POEM

BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN AROUND 700 B.C.
TRADITION HAS IT THAT THE STORY WAS WRITTEN BY

HOMER, A BLIND GREEK POET. BUT HISTORIANS CANNOT

CONFIRM THIS, AND EVEN HOMER’S EXISTENCE HAS BEEN

QUESTIONED. REGARDLESS, THE EPIC STORY OF ODYSSEUS’
JOURNEY HOME AFTER THE TROJAN WAR (C. 1200 B.C.)
IS ONE OF THE GREATEST WORKS IN ALL OF WORLD

LITERATURE. 
AUTHOR DAN JOLLEY ADAPTED THE STORY TO FIT THE

GRAPHIC MYTHS AND LEGENDS FORTY-PAGE FORMAT,
REFERENCING SEVERAL TRANSLATIONS OF THE GREEK CLASSIC.
ARTIST THOMAS YEATES USED HISTORICAL AND TRADITIONAL

SOURCES FOR VISUAL DETAILS—FROM IMAGES ON ANCIENT

GREEK VASES TO SCULPTURE AND OTHER ARTWORK.
PROFESSOR DAVID MULROY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF

WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE ENSURED HISTORICAL AND VISUAL

ACCURACY.  
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athena (uh-thee-nuh): the Greek
goddess of wisdom

charybdis (kuh-rib-duhs): a violent
whirlpool that sucks up ships,
destroys them, and spits them out

circe (sur-see): a witch whom
Odysseus and his men
encounter on their journey
home to Ithaca

cyclops (sy-klops): one of a race of
mythical giants with a single
eye in the middle of their
foreheads. The plural form is
Cylopes.

desert: to flee or abandon one’s
duties without permission

eurylochus (yur-ril-eh-kus):
Odysseus’ trusted second-in-
command

helios (hee-lee-us): the Greek god
of the sun

hephaistos (heh-fes-tus): the
blacksmith god

hermes (hur-meez): the messenger
of the gods on Mount Olympus

ithaca: Odysseus’ homeland; a
Greek island

laistrygonians (ly-struh-go-nee-
uns): a race of fierce giants
that Odysseus and his men
encounter on their journey
home to Ithaca

odysseus (oh-dis-see-uhs): king of
Ithaca

penelope (peh-nel-oh-pee): wife of
Odysseus

polyphemus (pahl-ee-fee-muhs): the
fearsome Cyclops whom
Odysseus and his men
encounter on their journey
home to Ithaca

poseidon (poh-sy-duhn): the Greek
god of the sea

provisions: a stock of supplies, such
as food and water

scylla (si-luh): a six-headed
monster that can devour six
sailors in one stroke

strait: a narrow passageway
connecting two large bodies of
water

suitors: one who courts a woman or
seeks to marry her

talisman: an object that is believed
to defend against evil or bring
good fortune

telemachus (tel-lem-ah-kus):
Odysseus’ son

trojan war: a brutal ten-year war
fought between the Trojans and
the Greeks around 1200 B.C.

zeus (zoos): king of the Greek gods

glossary and pronunciation guide 
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creating odysseus: escaping poseidon’s curse
To retell this ancient story for modern readers, Dan Jolley consulted
several translations of the Odyssey, both prose and verse versions. Artist
Thomas Yeates used historical and traditional sources to shape the story’s
visual details—from images on ancient Greek vases to sculpture and other
artwork. David Mulroy of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
ensured the accuracy of the story’s historical and visual details. Together,
the text and the art bring to life this story from ancient Greece. 

further reading, websites, and movies

Bolton, Lesley. The Everything Classical Mythology Book: Greek and Roman
Gods, Goddesses, Heroes, and Monsters from Ares to Zeus. Avon, MA:
Adams Media Corporation, 2002. This who’s who guide introduces young
readers to Greek and Roman mythology. 

Day, Nancy. Your Travel Guide to Ancient Greece. Minneapolis: Twenty-First
Century Books, 2001. Day prepares readers for a trip back to ancient Greece,
including which cities to visit, how to get around, what to wear, and how to fit
in with the locals. 

Fontes, Ron, and Justine Fontes. The Trojan Horse: The Fall of Troy.
Minneapolis: Graphic Universe, 2007. Learn more about the Trojan War, the
exciting story that precedes the Odyssey.

MythWeb. http://www.mythweb.com/index.html. This site, with a searchable
encyclopedia, provides readers with information on gods, goddesses, and places
in Greek myth, as well as ample information about Homer’s Odyssey.

The Odyssey. DVD. Directed by Andrei Konchalovsky. Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada: Lions Gate Entertainment, 1997. This made-for-TV movie
stars Armand Assante as Odysseus and uses excellent special effects to
portray the thrilling tale of Odysseus’ adventures. 

original pencil from page 28
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about the author and the artist

dan jolley began his writing career in the early 1990s. His limited series Obergeist
was voted Best Horror Comic of 2001 by Wizard Magazine, and his DC
Comics project JSA: The Unholy Three received an Eisner Award nomination
(the comics industry's highest honor) for Best Limited Series of 2003. In recent
years, he has co-written two novels based on licensed properties: Star Trek
SCE: Some Assembly Required, and Vengeance, from the television series
Angel. May of 2007 will see the debut of Dan's first solo novel series, an
original Young Adult sci-fi espionage story called Alex, Unlimited, published
by a joint venture of TokyoPop and HarperCollins. Dan lives in Cary, North
Carolina, where he spends way too much time playing video games.

thomas yeates began his art training in high school and continued at Utah State
University and Sacramento State University. Subsequently, he was a member
of the first class at Joe Kubert’s School, a trade program for aspiring comic
book artists in New Jersey. Yeates has worked as an illustrator for DC
Comics, Marvel, Dark Horse, and many other companies, drawing Tarzan,
Zorro, the Swamp Thing, Time Spirits, Captain America, and Conan. For
the Graphic Myths and Legends series, he illustrated King Arthur: Excalibur
Unsheathed, Robin Hood: Outlaw of Sherwood Forest, and Atalanta: The
Race against Destiny. Yeates lives in northern California with his wife and
daughter. 
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