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Chapter One

A New Classmate
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" Me llamo Romelie. Do you know what
that means? I'm saying, "My name is
Romelie” in Spanish.




Camila taught me how to say that. She’s
new at my school. We speak English in
our classroom. But Camila tells me She

speaks Spanish with her family.

English and Spanish are
two of the most spoken
languages in the world. What
language or languages does
your family speal?




We use another language at my house too! It’s called
American Sign Language. My brother, Theo, is deaf. We
talk with him using our hands, bodies, and faces.

<hat’s called signing.




—

I show Camila how to sign. She tells me it
looks a little bit like dAINCiNgG. She teaches
me more Spanish. I tell her it sounds a little
bit like Singing.
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Chapter Two

The Language Game

I try to teach Mom my new words on the way home.
My mouth likes using a new languadge! mom
and I decide to play a langudge game. et




We're goin
9 to look and li
lan isten for differ
theguas.es all weekend. I'm excited to : "
m with Camila on Monday! share

Many kids learn & new

chool. What

language in S
d you like

language woul
to learn?



Sign Your Name

Here is the American Sign Language alphabet.
Can you sign your name using these letters?
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GLOSSARY

American Sign Languadge: the most used sign language of deaf people in
the United States. Words are formed by moving your hands, body, and face.

amigo (ah-ME-g0o): the Spanish word for friend

Caramelos (CAHR-dh-may-lth)z the Spanish word for candy

casa (CAH-sah): the Spanish word for house

Chclmpfl (SHAM-poo)z the Spanish word for shampoo

cheveux (SHEH-vuh): the French word for hair

Dakota: the language of an American Indian people from the northern plains
deaf: unable to hear

escuela (ehs-KWAY-lah): the Spanish word for school

Hmong: an Asian language spoken by the Hmong people. Hmong people
come from China and Southeast Asia.

hola (OH-ldh): the Spanish word for hello

Islam: the religion of Muslim people

kjeks (SHEHKS): a Norwegian word for cookie.

me llamo (MAY YAH-moh): a Spanish phrase that means “my name is”
nyolo zoo (NYAH ZHAHNG): a Hmong phrase that means “hello”
péjaro (PAH-ha-roh): the Spanish word for bird

pelo (PAY-loh): the Spanish word for hair

salat (SAH-laht): the Arabic word for prayer

Shampooing (SHAM-pwa): the French word for shampoo

Signing: using the hands, body, and facial motions of a sign language
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TO LEARN MORE

BOOKS

Heller, Lora. Sign Language for Kids: A Fun & Easy Guide to American Sign
Language. New York: Sterling, 2004.

Start to learn sign language with this fun guide.

Padmanabhan, Manjula. I/ Am Different! Can You Find Me? Watertown, MA:
Charlesbridge, 2011

This book challenges you with picture puzzles while also introducing sixteen different
languages.

WEBSITES

Cultures for Kids

http://www.exploreandmore.org/world/default.htm

Learn about eleven different countries, including something about each of

their languages. lfﬁ” EH
PBS Kids: Arthur Sign Design pf:"hq,,d " So U
http://pbskids.org/arthur/print/signdesign/ co,::'t"dbzq""ing 5 ﬁ(,"p
Learn more about sign language, and practice signing with the cartoon "e::,le""‘htﬁ 0°'an?°” n
character Arthur. " f,.:,:"“es f:;f’ ed,,c:: ne:
lVlv,[ ouyp his b lollq[
Say Hello to the World e"”e"esl:::s"t%o%
http://www.ipl.org/div/hello/index.html °°'¢o,,,_
This websites teaches you how to say “hello” in more than thirty
languages.
American Indian Languages, English, 5,12 Norwegian, 19
10—-11
French, 12—-13 Somali, 17

American Sign Language, 6—7,
21 Hmong, 14

Spanish, 4—5,7,12,19

Arabic, 17—18 . Speaking languages, 5—6, 14, 17
learning languages, 8—9
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LLaNtn

There’s a new girl in Romelie’s class
named Camila. camila speaks Spanish, and she’s
teaching it to Romelie. That gets Romelie thinking. What

other languages do people speak? Her own family uses English

and American Sign Language. Her mom'’s friend knows Somali

and Arabic. Can Romelie discover more languages in her city?
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