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Components
• �Laminated Fiction and Nonfiction Leveled Passage cards, each 

written to teach a specific Reading Standard, with 25 markers

• �Multiple-Choice and Short-Answer Questions for every 
Passage in the Student Blackline Masters Book

• �Pretest and Posttest cards monitor students’ progress. Each 
Pretest and Posttest assesses all 5 standards.

• �Teacher Guide with individual Lesson Plans for every Passage

Grades 2–5
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Overview
 is a systematic program 

made up of short Passages that cover a variety 
of text types that gradually increase in text 
complexity. Each Passage has been written to teach 
a specific Reading Standard.

The Reading Standards are taught and 
applied using the laminated Fiction and Nonfiction 
Passage cards, Multiple-Choice and Short-
Answer Questions, and Standard-Specific Graphic 
Organizers that foster students’ ability to extract, 
and then analyze evidence from a text.

The easy-to-use teaching materials 
contain Guided Reading Lesson Plans for each 
Passage, and strategies for differentiating 
instruction and working with ELL students. Pretest 
and Posttest cards and Standard-specific test 
questions support the assessment of students’ 
progress. Each test assesses all five standards.
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Standard Grade/Fiction Skill Grade/Nonfiction Skill
Read Closely CCSS Anchor Standard 1

Read Closely and use text evidence to 
understand the literal meaning of the text; 
draw inferences.

G2–3: Ask & Answer Questions
G4–5: Identify & Use Text Evidence

G2–3: Ask & Answer Questions
G4–5: Identify & Use Text Evidence

Determine Key Concepts CCSS Anchor Standard 2

Identify Key Concepts in a text—either 
central ideas or themes; Summarize Main 
Ideas and Supporting Details.

G2–3: Recount Stories & Identify Morals
G4–5: Determine Theme & Summarize

G2: Identify Topics
G3: Identify Main Ideas
G4: Identify Main Idea & Summarize
G5: Identify Main Ideas & Summarize

Analyze Text Elements CCSS Anchor Standard 3

Analyze the development and interactions 
of text elements, including characters or 
people, events, and ideas.

G2–3: Describe Characters
G4: Describe Story Elements
G5: Compare Story Elements

G2–3: Describe Text Connections
G4–5: Explain Text Connections

Interpret Word Choice CCSS Anchor Standard 4

Analyze the words an author chooses and 
recognize how they affect the text.

G2–5: Define Vocabulary G2–5: Define Vocabulary

Assess Point of View & Purpose CCSS Anchor Standard 6

Develop an understanding of point of view 
and purpose in texts and consider the way 
these impact a story or an informational 
article.

G2: Distinguish Points of View
G3: Distinguish Points of View
G4: Compare Points of View
G5: Analyze Points of View

G2: Identify Purpose
G3: Distinguish Points of View
G4: Compare Points of View
G5: Analyze Points of View

The Standards in this program derive from the Common Core anchor standards 
and state-specific ELA standards. These five standards are essential for reading 
comprehension and are linked to the short passages that comprise these kits. They 
provide the foundation students need for analyzing longer texts that the additional 
Common Core anchor standards require. 

Connecting the Standards and Skills

SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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GRL = Guided Reading Level     LEX = Lexile® measure

The grade-specific skills in each kit support their related standard and target the 
key concepts of that standard for the grade level. The skills gradually increase in 
cognitive difficulty as the grades progress to meet the standard requirements.

Grade 2
39 Passages/BLMs  
21 Fiction/18 Nonfiction 
8 Test Passages/BLMs 
GRLs K–M
LEX 420L–560L

Grade 3
39 Passages/BLMs  
21 Fiction/18 Nonfiction 
8 Test Passages/BLMs 
GRLs N–P
LEX 570L–700L

Grade 4
45 Passages/BLMs  
24 Fiction/21 Nonfiction 
8 Test Passages/BLMs 
GRLs Q–S
LEX 720L–850L

Grade 5
43 Passages/BLMs  
22 Fiction/21 Nonfiction 
8 Test Passages/BLMs 
GRLs T–V
LEX 870–990L

SKILLS Gradually Increase in Difficulty to Meet the 
STANDARDS for Each Grade

SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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Standard/Skill Focus

Numbered paragraphs 
for easy reference

Assess Point of View 
& Purpose/Identify 
Purpose

In this sample, students 
identify the topic of the 
entire text and the focus 
of individual paragraphs.

Grade Level, Guided 
Reading Level, Lexile 
measure

1

1

3

4

4

2

2

3

Focus On: Nonfiction Passage
Ocean Partners 
Grade 2

View Samples of the Passages and Blackline Masters at SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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Photos, captions, and 
other informational 
text features, including 
maps and diagrams, 
support and enhance 
the text.

Multi-paragraph 
complex, short texts 
written so students can 
apply the skill without 
being distracted by a 
longer text.

5
5

6

6

Focus On: Nonfiction Passage

Mark up the Passages: 
25 markers for 
annotating the 
laminated Passage 
cards

7
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1

2

3

4

Focus On: Lesson Plan
Ocean Partners 
Grade 2

At-a-glance information about 
the passage, standard, skill, 
Guided Reading Level, Lexile 
measure, and word count

Pre-reading support for 
building background 
knowledge, making 
predictions, and introducing 
vocabulary

Step-by-step instruction 
for reading the passage in 
guided reading settings with 
modeling and text annotation 
suggestions

Scripted prompts for applying 
the skill to the text and to 
encourage in-depth analysis of  
the text

1

2

3

4
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5

8

6

7

Focus On: Lesson Plan

Easy reference to Blackline 
Masters Book pages that 
accompany the Passage card

Instructional support for using 
the skill-specifiic Graphic 
Organizer to practice the skill

Detailed scaffolding strategies 
for every response item when 
students’ understanding  
breaks down

Specific activities for 
supporting English 
Language Learners with 
English acquisition and 
comprehension skill practice

Complete answer key with 
sample responses for every 
short-answer question that 
also may be provided as model 
answers when students need 
extra support.

5

6

7

8

9

9
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Focus On: Blackline Master
Ocean Partners 
Grade 2

2 multiple-choice questions 
that focus on the skill

Skill-specific Graphic 
Organizers for every passage 
and test introduce students to 
the skill.

Students demonstrate their 
comprehension and record 
their notes in a clear format.

3

1

3

2

1

2

View Samples of the Passages and Blackline  
Masters at SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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4

6

5

7

2 short-answer items for each 
passage card assess the target 
skill.

Questions increase in difficulty 
to check students’ depth of 
comprehension.

A mix of literal, inferential, and 
evaluative questions challenge 
students, preparing them for 
standardized tests.

The Student Answer Key allows  
students to correct their 
own anwers when working 
independently.

4

5

6

7
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1 2

3

Focus On: Fiction Passage
The Wall Falls Down 
Grade 4

Standard/Skill Focus

Grade Level, Guided 
Reading Level, Lexile 
measure

Numbered paragraphs 
for easy reference.

1

2

3

View Samples of the Passages and Blackline Masters at SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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6

Focus On: Fiction Passage

Original illustrations 
created to support and 
enhance the text.

Read Closely/Identify & 
Use Text Evidence

In this sample, 
students read closely 
by identifying and 
using text evidence to 
understand the literal 
meaning of the text 
and draw inferences.

5

44

7

Multi-paragraph 
complex, short text 
written so students can 
apply the skill without 
being distracted by a 
longer text.

6

5

Mark up the Passages: 
25 markers for 
annotating the 
laminated Passage 
cards
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1

2

3

4

Focus On: Lesson Plan
The Wall Falls Down 
Grade 4

At-a-glance information about 
the passage, standard, and 
skill, Guided Reading Level, 
Lexile measure, and word 
count

Pre-reading support for 
building background 
knowledge, making 
predictions, and introducing 
vocabulary

Step-by-step instruction 
for reading the passage in 
guided reading settings with 
modeling and text annotation 
suggestions

Scripted prompts for applying 
the skill to the text and to 
encourage in-depth analysis of  
the text

1

2

3

4
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7

8

6

5

Focus On: Lesson Plan

Detailed scaffolding strategies 
for every response item when 
students’ understanding  
breaks down

Instructional support for 
using the skill-specific Graphic 
Organizer to practice the skill

Specific activities for 
supporting English 
Language Learners with 
English acquisition and 
comprehension skill practice

Complete answer key with 
sample responses for every 
short-answer question that 
also may be provided as model 
answers when students need 
extra support.

7

6

8

9

9

Easy reference to Blackline 
Masters Book pages that 
accompany the Passage card.

5
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Focus On: Blackline Master
The Wall Falls Down 
Grade 4

1

2

3

View Samples of the Passages and Blackline  
Masters at SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages

2 multiple-choice questions 
that focus on the skill

Skill-specific Graphic 
Organizers for every passage 
and test introduce students to 
the skill.

Students demonstrate their 
comprehension and record 
their notes in a clear format.

3

1

2
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3 short-answer items for each 
Passage card assess the target 
skill.

Questions increase in difficulty 
to check students’ depth of 
comprehension.

A mix of literal, inferential, and 
evaluative questions challenge 
students, preparing them for 
standardized tests.

4

5

6

4

76

5

7

The Student Answer Key 
allows students to correct their 
own answers when working 
independently.



16

2

Focus On: Test Passage
Helen’s Teacher and Hope in the Darkness 
Grade 4

Fiction or Nonfiction, Genre, 
Pretest or Posttest

Grade Level, Guided Reading 
Level, Lexile measure

Numbered paragraphs for easy 
reference

1

1

2

3

3
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Focus On: Test Passage

Paired Passages 
are Provided when 
Standards Require 
Students to Compare 
and Contrast Two 
Texts (Grades 4  
and 5).

Multi-paragraph text written 
to assess all five standards 
and students’ depth of 
comprehension

Photos or illustrations and 
other text features, including 
maps and diagrams, support 
and enhance the text.

5

4

5

6

6
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Focus On: Test Blackline Master

Assesses  All  Standards

Grades 2 and 3: 10 Multiple-Choice 
and Short-Answer Questions

Grades 4 and 5: 15 Multiple-Choice 
and Short-Answer Questions

Grades 2 and 3: 6 Multiple-Choice 
Questions

Grades 4 and 5: 9 Multiple-Choice 
Questions

A mix of literal, inferential, and 
evaluative questions challenge 
students, preparing them for 
standardized tests.

In this sample, students draw 
on the skills Identify & Use Text 
Evidence and Define Vocabulary 
to answer a Multiple-Choice 
question.

1 1

2
2

3

4

3

4



1 or 2 two-part multiple-choice 
questions assess students’ ability 
to use text evidence, in addition 
to assessing specific skills.

2 or 3 short-answer items 
for each test card that assess 
one or more of the grade-
level skills

In this sample Short-Answer 
item, students put together 
information from 2 Passages to 
form an opinion and support 
it with text evidence. They 
demonstrate their understanding 
of the skill Compare Points of 
View as well as Identify & Use 
Text Evidence and Describe Story 
Elements.

Questions increase in 
difficulty to check students’ 
depth of comprehension.

6

7

8

5

6

5

7

8
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Benefits of Using 

• �FOCUS on key Reading Standards that are central to national 
and state ELA requirements.

• �RETEACH Reading Standards and comprehension skills with 
Passages and Text-Dependent Questions.

• �PREPARE students for standardized tests with Multiple-Choice 
and Short-Answer Questions.

• �USE the laminated Passage cards that cover a variety of text 
types and Guided Reading Levels to teach specific standards, 
and promote analytical and close reading practice.

• �ENCOURAGE students to interact with a Passage by marking 
up the card, recording their ideas, and identifying text 
evidence. Each paragraph is numbered to make instruction 
easy to follow.

• �SUPPORT students’ ability to extract evidence from a text with 
time-saving Multiple-Choice and Short-Answer Questions, and 
skill-specific Graphic Organizers.

• �MONITOR students’ progress with Pretest and Posttest cards.

• �DIFFERENTIATE instruction with easy-to-follow individual 
Lesson Plans that contain Answer Keys and tips for working 
with ELL students. 




