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Passaqes

to

Comprehension
Grades 2-5

Components

* Laminated Fiction and Nonfiction Leveled Passage cards, each
written to teach a specific Reading Standard, with 25 markers

* Multiple-Choice and Short-Answer Questions for every
Passage in the Student Blackline Masters Book

* Pretest and Posttest cards monitor students’ progress. Each
Pretest and Posttest assesses all 5 standards.

* Teacher Guide with individual Lesson Plans for every Passage

Blacklin
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Overview

Passaqes

QComprt%hension is a systematic program
made up of short Passages that cover a variety

of text types that gradually increase in text
complexity. Each Passage has been written to teach
a specific Reading Standard.

The Reading Standards are taught and
applied using the laminated Fiction and Nonfiction
Passage cards, Multiple-Choice and Short-

Answer Questions, and Standard-Specific Graphic
Organizers that foster students’ ability to extract,
and then analyze evidence from a text.

The easy-to-use teaching materials
contain Guided Reading Lesson Plans for each
Passage, and strategies for differentiating
instruction and working with ELL students. Pretest
and Posttest cards and Standard-specific test
questions support the assessment of students’
progress. Each test assesses all five standards.

SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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Connecting the Standards and Skills

The Standards in this program derive from the Common Core anchor standards

and state-specific ELA standards. These five standards are essential for reading
comprehension and are linked to the short passages that comprise these kits. They
provide the foundation students need for analyzing longer texts that the additional
Common Core anchor standards require.

Passaqges

to

Comprehension

Standard Grade/Fiction Skill Grade/Nonfiction Skill

Read Closely ccss Anchor Standard 1

Read Closely and use text evidence to
understand the literal meaning of the text;
draw inferences.

G2-3: Ask & Answer Questions G2-3: Ask & Answer Questions
G4-5: Identify & Use Text Evidence G4-5: Identify & Use Text Evidence

Determine Key Concepts ccss Anchor Standard 2

Identify Key Concepts in a text—either G2: Identify Topics
central ideas or themes; Summarize Main G2-3: Recount Stories & Identify Morals G3: Identify Main Ideas
Ideas and Supporting Details. G4-5: Determine Theme & Summarize G4: Identify Main Idea & Summarize

G5: Identify Main Ideas & Summarize

Analyze Text Elements ccss Anchor Standard 3

Analyze the development and interactions G2-3: Describe Characters
of text elements, including characters or G4: Describe Story Elements
people, events, and ideas. G5: Compare Story Elements

Interpret Word Choice ccss Anchor Standard 4

G2-3: Describe Text Connections
G4-5: Explain Text Connections

Analyze the words an author chooses and
recognize how they affect the text.

Assess Point of View & Purpose ccss Anchor Standard 6

G2-5: Define Vocabulary G2-5: Define Vocabulary

Develop an understanding of point of view  G2: Distinguish Points of View G2: Identify Purpose

and purpose in texts and consider the way G3: Distinguish Points of View G3: Distinguish Points of View
these impact a story or an informational G4: Compare Points of View G4: Compare Points of View
article. G5: Analyze Points of View G5: Analyze Points of View

SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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SKILLS Gradually Increase in Difficulty to Meet the
STANDARDS for Each Grade

The grade-specific skills in each kit support their related standard and target the
key concepts of that standard for the grade level. The skills gradually increase in
cognitive difficulty as the grades progress to meet the standard requirements.

LEX 420L-560L

LEX 720L-850L

Grade 2 Grade 3

39 Passages/BLMs 39 Passages/BLMs

21 Fiction/18 Nonfiction 21 Fiction/18 Nonfiction
8 Test Passages/BLMs 8 Test Passages/BLMs
GRLs K-M GRLs N-P

LEX 570L-700L

Grade 4 Grade 5

45 Passages/BLMs 43 Passages/BLMs

24 Fiction/21 Nonfiction 22 Fiction/21 Nonfiction
8 Test Passages/BLMs 8 Test Passages/BLMs
GRLs Q-S GRLsT-V

LEX 870-990L

SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages

GRL = Guided Reading Level ~ LEX = Lexile® measure
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@ Focus On: Nonfiction Passage

Ocean Partners
Grade 2

©

Standard/Skill Focus

©

Grade Level, Guided
Reading Level, Lexile
measure

©

Numbered paragraphs
for easy reference

©

Assess Point of View
& Purpose/ldentify
Purpose

In this sample, students
identify the topic of the
entire text and the focus
of individual paragraphs.

View Samples of the Passages and Blackline Masters at SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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Multi-paragraph
complex, short texts
written so students can
apply the skill without
being distracted by a
longer text.

Photos, captions, and
other informational
text features, including
maps and diagrams,
support and enhance
the text.

Mark up the Passages:
25 markers for
annotating the
laminated Passage
cards

sundancenewbridge.com/Passages 5




@ Focus On: Lesson Plan

Ocean Partners

Grade 2

©

At-a-glance information about
the passage, standard, skill,
Guided Reading Level, Lexile
measure, and word count

@)

Pre-reading support for
building background
knowledge, making
predictions, and introducing
vocabulary

©)

Step-by-step instruction

for reading the passage in
guided reading settings with
modeling and text annotation
suggestions

©

Scripted prompts for applying
the skill to the text and to
encourage in-depth analysis of
the text

6 [Msundance #"2Newbridge
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©

©

Lesson Plan

“Ocean Partners”

= Standard: Axsess Poind of View & Purpose e SKilk: Identify Purpose
CCS5 RI2.6: enlify the main parpose of a tead, Including what the author

wants to answer, explain, or describe,

Nonfction/Stlence: GRLL
Word Ceanl: 265 LEX &7

| | BEFORE READING

“ Build Background ;-5 minues)

Dhsplay the word parfners. Ask students to shane whai
they know about working with a partner. Say: In this
tex, you will redd albost anieals Bl work topether as
urimers.

hsiribane the cand “0Occan Pariners” and preview the
passage with students. Read aloud the title, "Ocean
Partners” Poing oart the headings. Have stisdents predict
what they will read about in the "Choean Frignds™
S,

4 |DURING READING.

eAssess Point of View & Purpose
[5=10 minutes)
Have students read the passape in smmall groups, pairs,
of independently. Read alowd the passage with students
wheo peed additional support. Model for students bow 1o
write on the passage cand to take noles as they read.
Disouss the stasdard, assess point of view and purpose.
Explain that students should think about the author’s
Pﬂil‘ll of wiew, or opinion, aboat the topic and the
suthor's purpose, or reason for writing. To Sdemify the
paint of view and purpose of a text, they can:
« Identify the most smportant information tha t
author includes.
o Ask themselves: What words dovs dfve antbor
o el about e topic? Whind i+ the duthors opi
ibowt M topick
» Consider Ml:rth: muthar wrote the passage, An
author's prirpose for weiting may include 1o inform,
to emertain, of b perssade readers of an opinion.

£ 210 Sarlana Pararhragr Fubiishey

3 | AFTER READING

0 |dentify Purpose

{10=15 mirbes)

U the fidlowing support to help students practice the
garget skl bdemtily purpose, Review that suthors have
a purpose, of reason, for writing. An author's purpase

may be b answer a question or to describe a topic.

Paragraph 1

Tead paragraph 1. Model bow to identify a purpose.
Fay: The paragraph imdroduces the topic, antanals el
Bl each other i noture. This helps me know thnt the
uthars purpoie Frans fiv s wairh J.‘tq’!‘!lﬂrn{' atirali el
el el other. Have students write 2 note about the
purpase in the margin,

Paragraph 2

ASK; Using the heading, wihat is the auther’s prrpose
Jor wiriring paragraph 3¢ (10 describe some animal
partners in nature) Encourage students to circle
exampics, which are details that suppart this purpose.
Paragraphs 3-4

Disciais the heading, “Owean Friends” Ask students
fo underline the names of ihe ocean friemds that this
section ks shout, Csea anemones” and “clewndidi™)
Paragraphs 5-7

Ask students 1o circle key details in p;r:ng_rmhs L5
RS Using ihe details you circled, why do you think
ke awthor write theee sections? ([ Possible response:
to describe the ways cownfish help anemones and the
ways anemones help clownfish)

Panstgrs 8 Ciovnpepboryvisnn Tr.ai oy Dol @




0 Practice and Quick Check

(10-15 minutes)

6 YOU WILL NEED:

Caples of the “Ocean Partners” blackline
- [BLM Book pages 151-1521

Copies of the Author's Pupose Chard graphic
oegarizer (BLM Book page 187]

Answer Key (BLM Book pages 153-154).

# Graphic Organizer

1. Digect attermion to the Authors Purpose Chart, Review
examiples of an author’s purpese. Then review that ideas
or events and details about them support the suthor's
pUTposE.

Then read alond ihe divections fo stem | on ihe
blacklime master. Polm cut that studerts will use

e passage ddeas amd ditails 1o identily the suthors
purpose. Hve stisdents complete the graphic organizer
independenly or in pairs. If sindenis nesd additbona]
smppon, guabde them to wse the headings 1o il in the
“Ideas or Events” amd “Details” boxes, Then asks Wiy

% Multiple-Choice and Short-Answer

Questions
Ask students o answer flems 2-5 on the Blackling
master, Provide the foflowing soppon for each question
as needed,
2, Explain that the asthor’s intended sudience is the
group of readers that an auther wants fo read his
or her text. Read answer cholce A, Ask: Do you think
e greathoor werote this texd for mnp&r welnr awia fa phe
exran? (oo} Discuss that people who swim in the ocean
iy bearn From this text, but they may or may mot be
interested im the topsc. Repes with the other choloes
3. Guide students to read each answer choioe. Have
ihem eliminate the choices ihai do nof relaie to ideas in
the passage. Have them e the headings to help them.
4. Review different reasons an amthor mkght wrile a
passage. For example. they may wite to describe of 1o
angwer a question, Then have students answer question
4im p\ain b fire h'rl:ing_l.hq;'l.f TERpOnES,
5, DHscuss that the question asks students to make a
prediction. Then ask smadents 1o SUgRes derails akhoa
clowndish that the suthor woald need 1o incode o
answer whiether chownfish make good pets.

ey the author include these idens mnd detaiis?

.‘

@ ELL Strategies

+ Tell students that many commean words,
such as drink, can be both 8 noun and a
verb, In the List sentence in paragraph
2. dirink ks used a5 a noun (a guid that
ts swiallowed) and as a verb (the act
of swallowing a liquid). Discuss other
examples of words students know that can
b used as & nown or averb, sudh as plong,
fish, and weater.

+ Have student pairs take tums stating in
theelr gawm words the author's purpose for
writing each section,

ANSWER KEY

V- Povbie prepoeaes
Ao P e 1 e T e Py Detwn ko iah aes]
TR
Miari: A and chiam b aer-parteer. nmalure Ui
Aremanes i Sl that Bved yriached 1o rdkd of coesd They
e viingieg ersdacle thary o (o caleh oo | Clowndin® e in
srserniwet Thiey huree & ypecsal e Tl gristects Theern fosvan
RN LS
kan: Ciiremlinds ol aremono Datash: Clowndih choars snormonn
el Pt e v T thern ( They Aoase sy otfs R than
Fry o srverresns Bprvtache
B e Sl L U P PR B P Y
15 gt chovwriiuh o prodaton. | Clownlish eat an sresmone's
ichcrver foeed

o

kE

& Ponruibale rivy

That st huin wrrrie this p
dun. Tha ssthor

L T P T

g ciomri o dned BreTioney are shis i may e and healte
B Poasible ispasrds. Bt srhar'y (rpin Wi B grvieed T cliwn bihy
rriskon oo parta " the sufhor would Bty incheds information sbout
wbul (1 i e 10 vt @ il i et Thee il wvtn sl pibalily'

e L bl

100 Misundance «uMNewbridge:
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C)

Easy reference to Blackline
Masters Book pages that
accompany the Passage card

Instructional support for using
the skill-specifiic Graphic
Organizer to practice the skill

O

Detailed scaffolding strategies
for every response item when
students’understanding
breaks down

Specific activities for
supporting English
Language Learners with
English acquisition and
comprehension skill practice

Complete answer key with
sample responses for every
short-answer question that
also may be provided as model
answers when students need
extra support.

sundancenewbridge.com/Passages
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@ Focus On: Blackline Master

Ocean Partners
Grade 2

©

Skill-specific Graphic
Organizers for every passage
and test introduce students to
the skill.

@

Students demonstrate their
comprehension and record
their notes in a clear format.

©)

2 multiple-choice questions
that focus on the skill

© ®

View Samples of the Passages and Blackline
Masters at SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages

8 [Msundance #"2Newbridge



ONO

©)

2 short-answer items for each
passage card assess the target
skill.

C)

Questions increase in difficulty
to check students’ depth of
comprehension.

A mix of literal, inferential, and
evaluative questions challenge
students, preparing them for
standardized tests.

@)

The Student Answer Key allows
students to correct their

own anwers when working
independently.

sundancenewbridge.com/Passages 9



@ Focus On: Fiction Passage

The Wall Falls Down
Grade 4

© @
O,

Standard/Skill Focus

O,

Grade Level, Guided
Reading Level, Lexile
measure

©)

Numbered paragraphs
for easy reference.

S A

View Samples of the Passages and Blackline Masters at SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages
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FICTION/Historical Fiction

.L (3)  But as the years went on, we heard whispers that someday things

1 would change, Yesterday, that day finally came. It started with a
broadcast—a government official said that people could cross,
effective immediately. East Germans swarmed the border and
demanded the gates be opened. From the western side, we cheered
them on. At first, the border guards tried to shoot water from giant
hoses at the East Germans, but the people Kept coming. There were
just too many. The guards were soon overwhelmed and gave up.

People grabbed the hoses and used them to climb the wall instead.
At the top, they danced and shouted as we cheered. Soon, to prevent
a stampede, the guards opened the massive gates. Everywhere,
reunited friends and families hugged and shouted in the street
But going through the gates wasn't enough.

Soon, people from both sides
grabbed hammers. Joyfully, East and
West Germans swung at the wall,
breaking chunks off the concrete
barrier that had separated us for se
leng. The East Germans had never
seen our side of the wall, Now they
could see we had painted it over
the years. It was covered in colorful
£ graffiti and hopeful messages. They
could finally see how much we had
longed to see them, just as they had
longed to see us. I've heard the whole
scene was captured on TV —did you
see it in New York?

I hope one day you can come visit
our reunited city!

Your Cousin,
Alexander

2 Patssgr: 2 Comparbanian £ 014 S B b Pokiinhing

o WAl bioreea

I"
f

i

©)

Read Closely/Identify &
Use Text Evidence

In this sample,
students read closely
by identifying and
using text evidence to
understand the literal
meaning of the text
and draw inferences.

C)

Multi-paragraph
complex, short text
written so students can
apply the skill without
being distracted by a
longer text.

Original illustrations
created to support and
enhance the text.

Mark up the Passages:
25 markers for
annotating the
laminated Passage
cards

sundancenewbridge.com/Passages 11



‘@ Focus On: Lesson Plan

The Wall Falls Down

Grade 4

©

At-a-glance information about
the passage, standard, and
skill, Guided Reading Level,
Lexile measure, and word
count

@)

Pre-reading support for
building background
knowledge, making
predictions, and introducing
vocabulary

©)

Step-by-step instruction

for reading the passage in
guided reading settings with
modeling and text annotation
suggestions

©

Scripted prompts for applying
the skill to the text and to
encourage in-depth analysis of
the text

12 M sundance #"2Newbridge

©

©

Lesson Plan

“The Wall Falls Down”

= Standard: Road Closely = Skl Identify & Use Taxt Evidence

CCS5 RL.A.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what
the bext says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

FictionHistorical Fiction GAL §
Word Comnt: 440 LECB10L

“ Build Background ;-5 minues)

Ask stadents 1o share what they know about historical
fiction, Say: Histarical Sction ories fake place i the
ist. Parts af the slories are based on reatd peopile amd
evens. Ask voluniteers to give examples of historical
fictbon they have read.

Dhsiribute the card “The Wall Falls Deswr™ and preview
the passage with stodents. Read aloud the title. Then
discuss the information in the kstorical note,

2 |DURING READING

0 Read Closely (s-10 minutes)

Have siudents read the passsge In small groups, pakrs,
or independerntly. Read aloud the passage with students
wha need additional support. Model for students how to
write on the passage card 1o take notes a5 they read.,
Dhsouss the stamdand, read closely. Explain that stsdents
shuhd pause during reading wo clweck that they
understand what they read, To cdarify information in the
texd, they can:

o Stop and ask themschves questions.

« Reread the text bo look for the answers to their

guestions.
« Retell in their ovn words whiat they Bave read so far,

£ 210 Sarlana Pararhragr Fubiishey

L
(0) DT T

0 Identify & Use Text Evidence
{1015 rirames)

U the fidlowing support during the first or subsequen
readings of the passage to help students practice the
tarpet skilll, idemtify and use text evidence. Review
that when you use fext evidence, you use specific
Enfemation foom the dext, im:hldlng_dq't-ili amd
examples.
Paragraphs 1-3
Head pangr.aflh 1. Model for stsdents biow oo idenaify
text evidence, Say: I womder wiat the Herlim Wall
wits like. The marnaror diseribes the Berlie Will a5 a
“comerene mpnster.” Me says, "It sevoned to scparafe wy
ity juat ag mech ai the Atlardic Ocean sepanited the
et o ws” Thaewe cormpariions lp mie undertnd mare
awhoud the warll Il oircle 2hose diefinils.
Paragraph 4
Ask students 10 underline events and circle details.
Ask: What were the events that led to the grards
ghvimg up? Ask students to pumber the events on
their card,
Paragraphs 5-7
As shadents comtinue to anderling events and circdle
detatls, ask thern how the pictare helps support the:
ideas in the text. Have them write notes on their cand.

ASE: What can you ffier abewt what the rest of

the world theught about the wall coming dows!

{ Pissible respomse: The rest of the world thoaghs it
wias important. The text says the evem was shown on
T.1 hnwiwl.'rrl:.nl etveinls are alown oa TV Have

stsdents underkine the text evidence that supports
Ahveir answer,

Panstgrs 8 Ciovnpepboryvisnn Tr.ai oy Dol 35




0 Practice and Quick Check

(10-15 minutes)

6 YOUWILL NEED:

&

Coiples of thie “The Wall Falls Down® blackline
marster (BLM Book pages 19-20)

Copies of the Questions Chart graphic
negasizer (BLM Book page 185)

OPTIONAL:
Hawm students cornect thedr own work using the Student
Answer Key (BLM Book pages 21-12),

# Graphic Organizer

1. Digect atterion to the Crueitiors Cheart. Invite
vodunleers o thare an exarmple of an answer o the
guestion “Who?™ sbout a familier story.

Then read aloud the directions 1o item 1 on the
Blackline masicr, Poind cut that sedends will use the
passage 1o wrive answers wocxch question. Have students
comprlete the graphic organizer independently or in
pairs. If students need additional support, review the
meandng of each question word. Then gu:ulr them b
reread the passape with each question in mind,

@SWEI KEY
APovibie mapoesrs Wha!: Mlauander o meiting & ke [ hia cousie
Pt

!

LL Strategies

+ Paint out the word immedictely in paragraph
A.Tell students that some adverts are
Tormed when the suffix -l is sdded 10 an
adjective. Ask them to identify the sdjecthe
form. [fmmedizte) Then talk about the
meanings of immediate and immediatedy.
Fepeat with other words from the passage.
such as poyfunly and fnally,

» Have students take tums asking questions
abaut the story, such as “Fho is wriling the
ktmrmsmnbuﬁmmm
letter”

w} Multiple-Choice and Short-Answer

Questions
Ask students o answer flems 2-6 on the Blackling
master, Provide the foflowing suppon for each question
as needed,
2, Model for students how to determine the answer 1o
this question, Say; 1T read each answer chodce and tiink
abowal whether if supports the ifea that tae evemts foel like
@ giream e Alexamder,
3. Beview that an inference ks an [dea that is not stated
directly in the passage. Ask students 1o ddminae
chwices that the detals in the passage do notl support.
4. Review how to form questions using questhon
warde, Guide stidents vo use one of the five Wowords to
bfg.in their question.
5, Rercad paragraph 3. Have students underline the
reasan why East Germans ngver crossed the Berlin Wall
Remind students o use this evidence in their response,
. DHscuss that this question asks students to explain
detakls im the story based on factual informatéon
abail the events, Ask sluderts 10 reviow what happens
i paragraph 4 after the broadcast was made,

What? Slgnmrader i el Potes sbaoat hig enpeet e e e vaght
belcre. He witrervued the annourns prmwent That thee Berier Wall would be
Cinrming dorars vl whal hapgeved sfier P

Whare!- Meaander = b Wet Baran Peres b im e Work

When: Hrerabee 1080, 19505

Wiy Mbenanaier jomsrited that che B Wl b oo tosen, ard
thust Farst sl et Bevien, will fralty be rersted

Hicrer? Pyl ez 1o i) f Wi Bl Woall et P . Ty
b ik off i

L

k&

A Povadae reagrie What wordh doe lessrder wee o dewribe the
B WGH T Aviowver, P s Thet il | "0 e el il i
Hhut thee wil ‘ivsded the Cerman: of L and Wt Serin*

& Possbiles rapane Meaandert Lyt Cerman relativey never crossed the
mill bodeinic iriod guied i quirdod the wall b provend potssle hom
.

. Posidle reagoenie: The arncusdertanl il bl the ceoih beusunis
Pepople ra the gt e of the wal mmadinely mormnasd ohae wall
13 by dz erean. Thae oflouly wees nol resdy sl sorw overwheimed by
Vv, Thimimg e s iy il (o iy st iwwe s, Pionpe g sknborefl
tha Boey and ried io clemb Hhaes, To proeeni 2 dampede, tha officiss
imgmvrend [ (ites Thees, geeoe cn ot e Eeagde i Blereme 1
the wall

16 Tisundance «Mewhridge
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©

C)

Easy reference to Blackline
Masters Book pages that
accompany the Passage card.

Instructional support for
using the skill-specific Graphic
Organizer to practice the skill

@

Detailed scaffolding strategies
for every response item when
students’ understanding
breaks down

Specific activities for
supporting English
Language Learners with
English acquisition and
comprehension skill practice

Complete answer key with
sample responses for every
short-answer question that
also may be provided as model
answers when students need
extra support.

sundancenewbridge.com/Passages 13



@ Focus On: Blackline Master

The Wall Falls Down

Grade 4

©

Skill-specific Graphic

Organizers for every passage @
and test introduce students to

the skill.

Students demonstrate their @

comprehension and record
their notes in a clear format.

©)

2 multiple-choice questions
that focus on the skill

View Samples of the Passages and Blackline
Masters at SundanceNewbridge.com/Passages

14 [Msundance #"2Newbridge
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©)

3 short-answer items for each
Passage card assess the target
skill.

©)

Questions increase in difficulty
to check students’ depth of
comprehension.

A mix of literal, inferential, and
evaluative questions challenge
students, preparing them for
standardized tests.

O,

The Student Answer Key
allows students to correct their
own answers when working
independently.

15



@ Focus On: Test Passage

Helen’s Teacher and Hope in the Darkness

Grade 4
® L

©

Fiction or Nonfiction, Genre,
Pretest or Posttest

@ ©

Grade Level, Guided Reading
Level, Lexile measure

©

Numbered paragraphs for easy
reference

16 [Msundance #"2Newbridge



Paired Passages

are Provided when
Standards Require
Students to Compare
and Contrast Two
Texts (Grades 4

and 5).

©

Multi-paragraph text written
to assess all five standards
and students’ depth of
comprehension

Photos or illustrations and
other text features, including
maps and diagrams, support
and enhance the text.

sundancenewbridge.com/Passages 17



€ Focus On: Test Blackline Master
® R

“Hope in the Darkness™

Grades 2 and 3: 10 Multiple-Choice Fiction Preseut: GRL P
and Short-Answer Questions Name
Grades 4 and 5: 15 Multiple-Choice fins osthesh s R

and Short-Answer Questions

Apvwer guestion 2-15.
2. Ad the brgulmng of "Hclens
Teachss” why are Kare and Jasmies

Keller ar dhe erain suomom®

Aot check she traan schodule

Grades 2 and 3: 6 Multiple-Choice B. 15 take o trip to Masmachuserts
. .o wast for Helem co armive from whaol
QueStlonS T2 1o pick wp Anne Sullivan amd then bring ber o thear bome
Grades 4 and 5: 9 Multiple-Choice
. 3. In “Helen's Teac)
QueStlonS Helen may be 71

A, She belirves
Ik She wans £

€, She mowe
I» She kne 9

A mix of literal, inferential, and
evaluative questions challenge
students, preparing them for
standardized tests.

©

In this sample, students draw
on the skills Identify & Use Text
Evidence and Define Vocabulary
to answer a Multiple-Choice
question.

£ 30T marn s Bew b Poud]
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©

Questions increase in
difficulty to check students’
depth of comprehension.

1 or 2 two-part multiple-choice
questions assess students’ ability
to use text evidence, in addition
to assessing specific skills.

©

2 or 3 short-answer items
for each test card that assess
one or more of the grade-
level skills

In this sample Short-Answer
item, students put together
information from 2 Passages to
form an opinion and support

it with text evidence. They
demonstrate their understanding
of the skill Compare Points of
View as well as Identify & Use
Text Evidence and Describe Story
Elements.

sundancenewbridge.com/Passages 19



Benefits of Using

« FOCUS on key Reading Standards that are central to national
and state ELA requirements.

« RETEACH Reading Standards and comprehension skills with
Passages and Text-Dependent Questions.

« PREPARE students for standardized tests with Multiple-Choice
and Short-Answer Questions.

« USE the laminated Passage cards that cover a variety of text
types and Guided Reading Levels to teach specific standards,
and promote analytical and close reading practice.

« ENCOURAGE students to interact with a Passage by marking
up the card, recording their ideas, and identifying text
evidence. Each paragraph is numbered to make instruction
easy to follow.

« SUPPORT students’ability to extract evidence from a text with
time-saving Multiple-Choice and Short-Answer Questions, and
skill-specific Graphic Organizers.

« MONITOR students’ progress with Pretest and Posttest cards.

« DIFFERENTIATE instruction with easy-to-follow individual
Lesson Plans that contain Answer Keys and tips for working
with ELL students.
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