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the collaboration between a future pope and young prelate is transformed into profound friendship 
when circumstances thrust Joseph ratzinger into the Apostolic Palace, even as he expected to be 
released in retirement to his beloved Bavaria. Monsignor georg gänswein never left his side, and wit-
nessed one of the most influential people of this century conduct his papacy on both sides of the curtain. 
From his appointment as private secretary in 2003, which was meant to be temporary, until the abdica-
tion of the pope in 2013 and subsequent years as emeritus, Monsignor gänswein walked the same steps 
and weathered the same storms as his dear friend, the roman Pontiff Benedict Xvi. here he offers the 
truth regarding the man and the papacy as a spiritual testament of a pope whose formidable legacy is 
often subject to unfounded characterizations of rigidity and secrecy.  

written with the involvement of the regarded vaticanista Saverio gaeta, Mons. gänswein offers an 
account of a particular decade in history and confronts false claims of intrigue and cover-up (vatileaks, 
the Orlandi abduction case, the sexual abuse scandal, among other issues) to tell the real story of a pope 
who faced a changing landscape and a public who largely misunderstood him and his style of gover-
nance. here we meet one of the most affable and intellectually formidable popes the catholic church 
has ever known, and a priest who might also be considered a prophet of the post-modern age. gänswein 
brilliantly contextualizes many of Benedict's most poignant theological positions, and in giving us a 
sense of their origin reveals that Benedict seamlessly lived everything he promulgated. his faith was the 
single bulwark upon which his personality as both teacher and leader were built. no biography has yet 
to establish the integrity and heart of Joseph ratzinger as well as his friend, georg gänswein, does here. 

As a spiritual testament more than just a journalistic exposé, gänswein provides something only he 
can give––namely, the candid intelligence and sanctity witnessed up close. this is a remarkable and sin-
gular contribution to the history of the papacy and the record of the life of a saint. As gänswein asserts, 
knowing this man is to encounter heroic virtue and an invitation to meet god, the greatest lover of 
mankind. Pope Benedict's own friendship with god will continue to provide warmth for as long as there 
are people on this earth who believe.   
 
Comparable titles:  
gabriele Amorth, Padre Pio: Stories and Memories of My Mentor and Friend (ignatius Press, 2021) 
Peter Seewald, Benedict XVI: A Life (Bloomsbury, 2021) 
george weigel, The End and the Beginning: Pope John Paul II––The Victory of Freedom, the Last Years, the 
Legacy (image, 2011) 
 
Sales Points 
A highly anticipated translation of a book released in the week after the pope's death, this has been both 
applauded and derided by readers and critics. repackaged to highlight the true intention of the author–
–namely, a gift for those who love the late pope and an attempt to set the record straight on certain 
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issues––this edition is an aesthetically delightful book that appeals to a much wider audience than those 
looking for a scoop of gossip. it has fluctuated on Amazon's best-seller charts, landing in the top 100 of 
all books and remains at the forefront of the categories: institutional church, catholicism and 
Autobiography and Biography. it has also been requested for classroom use.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Electras 
Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides 
MichAel DAviS 
 

Publication Date: November   
165 pages, 6” x 9” 
Paperback ISBN: 978-1-58731-208-3 $20.00 sp 
Ebook ISBN: 978-1-58731-209-0 $20.00 sp 
Categories: hIStory AND CLASSIC WorkS; PhILoSoPhy/ANCIENt; ANCIENt StuDIES 
 

Michael Davis revisits questions of interpretation in greek tragedy emerging in the thought of the late 
Seth Benardete. while this is not the book Benardete would have written, it wrestles with problems that 
bear his indelible mark.  in the extant tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and euripides, only one story 
is treated by all three––the tale of electra. Davis endeavors to develop Benardete's understanding of the 
story's deeper meaning, as well as the connections that might be drawn between the three authors. he 
follows a thread that brings Aeschylus, Sophocles, and euripides closer together according to a power-
ful and shared theme––namely, that the female is the deeper (even if less easily accessible and articulat-
ed) of the pair of fundamental principles constituting human beings. 

Davis accomplishes much more than an exegetical bridge as he connects us with ancient memory 
and wisdom. "when we cannot resist the temptation to recoil morally from their terminology, we risk 
the tragedy of losing their profound thoughts about our humanity––their philosophical anthropology." 
Davis has remarkably made of a niche study a stunning source material for more universal questions. 
this is a book that is as timely as it is ageless. 
 
 
Author Bio: 
Michael Davis is Professor emeritus at Sarah lawrence college and author of many books, including 
most recently The Music of Reason, and, with St. Augustine's Press, The Poetry of Philosophy, Wonderlust 
and (with Seth Benardete) a translation of Aristotle's On Poetics. he is also co-editor of Benardete's The 
Archaeology of the Soul (also with St. Augustine's Press).  
 
Comparable titles:  
Encounters and Reflections: Conversations with Seth Benardete, ronna Burger, Michael Davis (eds.) (2002).  
Seth Benardete, The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy (2000). 
––– The Rhetoric of Morality and Philosophy: Plato's Gorgias and Phaedrus (2nd edition, 2009). 
 
Sales Points 
Davis is a prolific, engaging and renowned figure in his field, with a serious and enduring who demon-
strate a very layered interest in his work. new seminars and republished editions of his work forthcom-
ing in various institutions this year and next (uchicago for example). this has potential to revive the-
atrical productions of this narrative.  
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everyone must become a philosopher. the alternate is to forego living a human life, or as D. Q. 
Mcinerny illustrates, to run while choosing to be hamstrung. But not all philosophizing is equal, and it 
requires discipline and systematic study. in "creative impatience with ignorance" and "an unswerving 
commitment to the truth," one can be confident he is at least moving in the right direction toward gen-
uine philosophy. 

But most importantly, philosophy requires teachers. to philosophize is, after all, to be an eternal stu-
dent, a person who even while instructing others relies on the guidance found in the 'fertile' human wis-
dom cultivated throughout the ages. And the most fecund of all philosophy, according to Mcinerny, is 
that contained in Aristotelian-thomism. his concise and thorough defense of the philosophical life and 
its lodestar, thomism, must be read as deliberately as it was written. For Mcinerny makes a bold claim: 
if one is truly serious about philosophizing, an encounter with the essentials of thomism is fundamental 
and indicates a path for the human mind unlike anything other systems or traditions of thought can 
offer.  

this book begins with logic and is followed by introductions to the philosophy of nature, philosoph-
ical psychology, epistemology, ethics, political philosophy, metaphysics and natural theology. it is a 
companion for students of all ages who have yet to spend quality time with thomas Aquinas. And it is 
a real delight to do so in the company of Mcinerny, who in Being Ethical (2019) has already proven him-
self to be the affable and able teacher every thinking person longs to meet along the course of his search 
for truth.  
 
Comparable titles:  
Julian Baggini, How to Think Like a Philosopher: Twelve Key Principles for More Humane, Balanced, 
and Rational Thinking (uchicago, 2023) 
Joseph S. catalano, The Saint and the Atheist: Thomas Aquinas and Jean-Paul Sartre (uchicago, 
2021). 
 
Sales Points 
Mcinerny's books have a readability and focus very much like the massive best-seller Peter Kreeft. 
Mcinerny's books have been translated into scores of languages and are equally enlightening and acces-
sible. they are very successful in the classroom. Many readers recognize the name: ralph Mcinerny was 
his brother, best-selling author of nearly a hundred books and renowned professor of philosopher at the 
university of notre Dame.  
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"in the beginning, god administrated." For as Donald Prudlo observes, "there can be no achievement 
without administration." in this book he seeks to restore the idea that while administration is necessary 
even in the institutional church, holiness is not only possible for those charged with governance, but is 
a fulfillment and type of Christus Rector omnium, or "christ, ruler of all. 

Scrutinizing the relevant thought of Aristotle, Machiavelli, thomas Aquinas, and nietzsche, among 
others, Prudlo pursues the notion of order in governance and confronts both the bloat of bureaucracy 
and the "intoxicating nature of power." how can men and women who strive to live out humility and 
holiness likewise establish and participate in the structures that wield the powers of governance? "For 
the followers of christ does not such a combination seem doomed from the outset?" Prudlo advances a 
thorough investigation of saints of the christian tradition, whose responses to the problems inherent in 
authority and administration are living examples of the reality of grace building upon nature. 

Of particular interest is Prudlo's historical presentation of the concept of Romanitas, a style of gover-
nance inherited from ancient rome. Four early popes are given close attention for their respective 
administrations: Damasus i, leo i, gelasius i, and gregory i. emphasis is also given to the specific 
administrative genius that emerges from the monastic orders, including the 'Pachomian solution' and 
the Benedictine rule.  Prudlo gives the reader a portrait of leo iX's reinvigoration of the ancient practice 
of 'synodality,' and the centrality of the papacy to internal ecclesial reform. in the context of an inquiry 
into monastic and papal administrations, readers encounter the beginnings of the roman curia as well, 
and are confronted with the difficulty of inserting new forms of apostolic itinerant preaching into the 
institutional life of the church.  

this study is an important contribution to the history of the papacy, ecclesiology and its relevance 
to legal ordering, and administration within governance as affected by multiple legal and cultural tra-
ditions. it is a masterful presentation that provides both the framework and reflection needed to inspire 
true perfection the in administrative forum. the relevance and force of Prudlo's Governing Perfection 
makes it a choice follow-up to his recent translation of Bartholomew of the Martyr's classic, Stimulus 
Pastorum: A Charge to Pastors (2022). 
 
Author Bio: 
Donald S. Prudlo is warren Professor of catholic Studies at the university of tulsa and the author of a 
number of books including Thomas Aquinas: A Historical, Theological, and Environmental Portrait, Certain 
Sainthood, and The Martyred Inquisitor. his translation of Bartholomew of the Martyr's Stimulus Pastorum: 
A Charge to Pastors was published by St. Augustine's Press in 2022. 
 
Comparable titles:  
eric gregory, Politics and the Order of Love: An Augustinian Ethic of Democratic Citizenship (2008). 
russell hittinger, The First Grace: Rediscovering the Natural Law in a Post-Christian World (iSi, 2007) 
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Sales Points 
Don Prudlo's writing style is the epitome of engaging historical nonfiction. this book is of interest to the 
hundreds of thousands of individuals employed in ecclesiastical administration worldwide, and enthu-
siasts of church history and politics. Don's books are being used more and more for conferences on the 
issue of the history of the roman curia (2022 in rome and another in 2024).  
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The Conquistador with His Pants Down: David Ramsay Steele’s Legendary Lost Lectures assembles fourteen 
of the penetrating, provocative presentations by this controversial libertarian speaker and writer. the 
targets of Steele’s acerbic and witty criticisms include Scott Adams, Mattias Desmet, Sigmund Freud, 
Sam harris, Karl Marx, george Orwell, Jordan Peterson, Ayn rand, and all things conventionally 
wokish. Steele’s heroes encompass immanuel Kant, robert Michels, ludwig von Mises, Dexter Morgan, 
Karl Popper, and all who, howsoever confusedly, come down on the side of liberty, truth, and unsocial 
justice. 
 
 
comments on David ramsay Steele’s previous book, The Mystery of Fascism: David Ramsay Steele’s 
Greatest Hits (2019) 
 
“every essay in this anthology is written with panache, in a truly riveting style.” 
 
——Paul edward gottfried, author of Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt 
 
“readers will often laugh out loud as he skewers his targets, and will always learn something surprising 
and important.” 
 
—David gordon, Mises institute, author of An Introduction to Economic Reasoning (2016) 
 
 
Author Bio: 
David ramsay Steele is ceO and editorial Director of carus Books and author of The Mystery of Fascism: 
David Ramsay Steele’s Greatest Hits (2019), Orwell Your Orwell: A Worldview on the Slab (2017), Therapy 
Breakthrough: Why Some Psychotherapies Work Better than Others (with Michael r. edelstein and richard 
K. Kujoth, 2013), Atheism Explained: From Folly to Philosophy (2008), Three Minute Therapy: Change Your 
Thinking, Change Your Life (with Michael r. edelstein, 1997), and From Marx to Mises: Post-Capitalist 
Society and the Challenge of Economic Calculation (1992). 
 
Comparable titles:  
David ramsay Steele, The Mystery of Fascism: David Ramsay Steele’s Greatest Hits (St. Augustine’s Press, 
2019.
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