Call for Papers

Pasados: Recovering Histories, Imagining Latinidad

Special Issue: Present and Future Pasts of Central America / Presentes y futuros pasados de Centroamérica
 
Co-edited by Ana Patricia Rodríguez (University of Maryland, College Park) and Karina L Zelaya (California State University, Northridge) 
 
Pasados seeks proposals for the Spring 2028 issue of the journal which will highlight decolonial and other theoretical approaches to U.S. Central American studies, archives, historically-informed pedagogies, and praxis-based recovery work, both in academic and non-academic spaces. We welcome pieces that focus on pre-1980s U.S. Central American literature, film, performance, archives, and other forms of print culture and that revisit the pasts of Central Americans in relation to their present and futures in the United States. While the last quarter of the 20th century, particularly the decade of the 1980s, is critical to Central American historiography and studies, Pasados recognizes that Central American diasporas do not begin in the 1980s, and, thus, there is a need to recover and study Central American pasados in the United States before the 1980s. With this in mind, we wish to push back and against certain Central American historiography, genealogies, and timelines, while we also rethink the foundations of Central American studies in the United States. This volume aims to generate more questions in  U.S. Central American studies in order to fuel further research interests.
 
The central question threading this volume is why Central America is often thought of in past tense rather than present and future tenses; hence, the title of the issue: Present and Future Pasts of Central America / Presentes y futuros pasados de Centroamérica in the United States, which alludes to the present perfect verb tense in Spanish used to describe actions that happened in the (recent) past, or that are related to the present, or the past perfect used to refer to actions that happened earlier than another specified time in the past, and the future perfect, one of the most complex Spanish tenses that invites us to a look back to the past from a point in the future. In other words, this issue of Pasados assumes that to understand the present and futures of Central America and its diasporas, we must (fore)ground its pasts. We are particularly interested in pieces that examine Central American texts using innovative ways of reading, writing, and archiving the pre-1980s pasts of Central America and its diasporas. Contributions may focus on, but are not limited to the following topics:

· Afro-indigeneities
· Migrations
· Diasporas
· Trans/nationalisms 
· Decolonization/ decoloniality 
· Extractivism 
· War/violence 
· Militarization 
· Memory
· Trauma
· Humanity 

We invite scholarly articles (6000-8000 words, including endnotes and works cited), pedagogical pieces (2,000 words), or archival reflections (2,000 words) in English or Spanish, accompanied by up to five key words and abstracts of no more than 300 words in the article’s original language. Please omit references to the authors in the manuscripts to ensure anonymous reviews. The journal does not accept manuscripts previously published or simultaneously submitted to other publication venues.

Please submit proposals of 300 words (max) and short bios (100 words max) by December 1, 2026. 
Contributors will be notified of proposal acceptance by December 15, 2026. 
Final submissions will be due April 15, 2027. 
Special Issue will be published in Spring 2028. 
 
Authors must submit proposals via email to the co-editors: aprodrig@umd.edu or karina.zelaya@csun.edu and follow the journal’s guidelines for manuscript preparation. Inquiries may be sent to the co-editors. The AI Policy is available under "For Authors" on the journal's homepage.
Pasados is an open-access publication providing peer-reviewed content with a focus on Latinx cultural pasts. Appearing twice annually, the journal publishes methodological and theoretical studies of Latinx archives, textual artifacts, and histories. We make available to researchers, students, teachers, and community partners essays in the field of critical archive studies, history, and literary criticism, as well as translations of recovered materials and pedagogical models for classroom teaching. Visit the journal’s homepage for more about Pasados and its submission guidelines.


