
PEN/Faulkner finalist, recipient of  a 2009 Arts and Letters Award from the Amer-
ican Academy of  Arts and Letters, among numerous other awards, Rilla Askew has 
received high praise for her work. Best known for her American Book Award-winning 
novel about the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, Fire in Beulah (Viking 2001), Askew has long 
been telling hidden stories. Writing in a time when that history was suppressed, she 
conducted prodigious research to uncover the facts. Fire in Beulah was one of  the first 
books to deal in depth with the massacre.

Askew’s award-winning first novel, The Mercy Seat (Viking 1997), introduced themes 
that inform her body of  work: the lives of  women in the crosshairs of  history, the 
forces of  evangelical Christianity and its impact on the American story. “I raised with 
the richness of  Biblical stories,” she says in an interview in Bomb magazine. “The sins 
of  the people were symbolized by the blood offering sprinkled on the mercy seat.” 

Now, in her highly anticipated new novel, Prize for the Fire, the historical figure Anne 
Askew becomes the sacrifice in a gripping tale of  defiance that is as pertinent today as 
it was in the sixteenth century.  

Praise for Rilla Askew
“Rilla Askew—a storyteller of  truth and grace in all she writes, whether novel or 
essay—moves us to compassionately consider Oklahoma in all its faces. Oklahoma’s is 
a rough story of  theft and coercion, of  beauty and tenderness. In Most American, Askew 
teach us to see with wiser eyes.” 
U.S. POET LAUREATE JOY HARJO

“Askew’s unflinching portrait of  a family whipsawed from within and without is a 
story for our time. It’s proof  of  Askew’s flat out genius that Kind of Kin is merciless, yet 
strangely full of  mercy.” 
BEN FOUNTAIN
Author of  National Book Award Finalist Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk 

“Askew’s command of  language is a pleasure to behold, bringing out the pain and 
wonder of  her story with a bittersweet immediacy.” 
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

“Askew’s characters are complex, fraught with those concerns, tendencies and moti-
vations that make us the best and worst of  who we are.. .Fire in Beulah touches on the 
substance of  morality and the composition of  the human spirit, underscoring the fact 
that our lives transcend perceived boundaries.”
BLACK ISSUES BOOK REVIEW

“Askew artfully lays bare the sins and promises of  pioneer society. The Mercy Seat is a 
story of  betrayal and revenge. But it is also the story of  self-discovery and the possibil-
ities of  salvation. Few can deny its relentless, almost hypnotic, force.”
THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
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“A triumph of  scholarship and imagination…a powerful novel in a mesmerizing 
prose out of  the Old Testament by way of  Faulkner. Askew is a prodigious talent.” 

NEW YORK NEWSDAY 

“Askew orchestrates her many voices with the assurance of  a master composer. 
But although the author’s technical skill will take your breath away, it’s ultimately 
her warm heart that makes Strange Business a small masterpiece.”
WASHINGTON POST BOOK WORLD

Additional Information about Prize for the Fire

Anne Askew’s autobiographical account of  her trials, The Examinations of Anne 
Askew, was first published in the months after her death—making her one of  the 
first women to have been published in English. The details of  Anne’s trials and 
execution set up a firestorm of  controversy and outrage in her time, yet today 
most people know only the bare outline of  her story, if  they know of  her at all. 
Prize for the Fire hews closely to the historical account of  her trials, even as it 
richly imagines Anne’s early life, and her journey from the constricted life of  a 
young, abused wife in Lincolnshire to the famed gospeller she becomes in London. 

This book will appeal to the broad readership for Tudor novels. Historically, Anne 
was known to have visited with Queen Kathryn Parr’s ladies in the court of  King 
Henry VIII, and in the novel, these scenes at court are vividly rendered. But the 
book will also garner a wider, more eclectic readership, as Prize for the Fire speaks 
to hotly examined contemporary issues: domestic violence, religious conflict and 
zealotry, lack of  separation of  church and state, the limitations of  women’s lives 
in a patriarchal society, and the consequences for women who persist and resist. 
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Prize for the Fire
A Novel
By Rilla Askew

Praise for Rilla Askew

Rilla Askew is the author of  five novels, a book of  stories, and a 
collection of  creative nonfiction, Most American: Notes from a Wounded 
Place, which was longlisted for the 2018 PEN/Diamonstei-Spielvogel 
Award for the Art of  the Essay. Askew’s first novel, The Mercy Seat 
was a finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award, nominated for the Dublin 
IMPAC Prize, and received the Oklahoma Book Award and the 
Western Heritage Award in 1998. Fire in Beulah, Askew’s acclaimed 
novel about the Tulsa Race Massacre, received the American Book 
Award and the Myers Book Award from the Gustavus Myers Center 
for the Study of  Bigotry and Human Rights in 2002, and was 
selected for Oklahoma’s One Book One State reading program in 
2007. Her novel Harpsong received seven literary awards including 
the Oklahoma Book Award, the WILLA Award from Women Writing 

the West, the Violet Crown Award from the Writers League of  
Texas, and the Western Heritage Award from the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum.  Her 2013 novel, Kind of Kin, which 
centers on state immigration laws and is published by Ecco Press, 
was a finalist for the Western Spur Award, Oklahoma Book Award, 
Mountains and Plains Booksellers Award, and was longlisted for the 
Dublin IMPAC Prize. Askew is a former Fellow at Civitella Ranieri 
Foundation in Umbertide, Italy. Her plays have been produced at the 
Liberty Free Theatre in Liberty, NY, and her essays and short fiction 
have appeared in AGNI, Tin House, World Literature Today, Nimrod, Prize 
Stories: The O. Henry Awards, and elsewhere. She received a 2009 Arts 
and Letters Award from the American Academy of  Arts and Letters.
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