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Avoiding Governors
Federalism, Democracy, and Poverty Alleviation in Brazil 
and Argentina

Tracy Beck Fenwick

“Tracy Beck Fenwick makes a compelling argument about the
conditions that either facilitate or retard one of the most
 important social policy innovations of the contemporary period,
which is the turn toward the use of conditional cash transfers to
break the intergenerational transmission of poverty. Her core
 interest in how different levels of government interact in the
 provision of social services has become a question of great import.
With respect to the recent literatures on decentralization,
 federalism, and subnational governments in Latin America more
generally, Avoiding Governors is by far the most sophisticated
 attempt yet to integrate municipal governments more directly into
the theoretical frameworks we use to study intergovernmental
 relations.” 

—Kent Eaton, University of California, Santa Cruz

1. 978-0-268-02896-1 • 296pp • $29.00 pa
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Religious Responses to Violence
Human Rights in Latin America Past and Present

Edited by Alexander Wilde

“This book makes an important and original contribution to the
fields of religion and politics and to the study of human rights and
violence in contemporary Latin America. Religion is treated
 seriously, by authors who really understand it. The book also
brings fresh research and a long view to bear on its examination of
civil violence and rights. Scholars and students in a range of
 disciplines—history, anthropology, sociology, political science, and
religion—will find this book of great value.” 

—Frances Hagopian, Harvard University

2. 978-0-268-04431-2 • 520pp • $49.00 pa

Participatory Democracy in Brazil
Socioeconomic and Political Origins

J. Ricardo Tranjan

“This pathbreaking study of participatory democracy in Brazil
 fundamentally challenges the conventional wisdom in a number of
ways. Rather than assume that Brazil’s experiments in participa-
tory democracy are urban phenomena that started in the late
1980s as a consequence of its democratic transition, J. Ricardo
Tranjan persuasively demonstrates how participatory democracy’s
roots date back to rural and urban experiments in participation
under military rule. The result is a nuanced understanding of how
changes in socioeconomic context and national politics and
 institutions not only condition local political participation in
 important ways, but affect the very meaning of political
 participation. It is a must read for anyone interested in the
 politics of participation in Latin America.” 

—Philip Oxhorn, McGill University

3. 978-0-268-04240-0 • 288pp  • $35.00 pa
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Activating Democracy in Brazil
Popular Participation, Social Justice, and Interlocking
 Institutions

Brian Wampler

“This crucial book by Wampler sets [Brazil’s practices of partici-
patory democracy] in a necessary broader context not just for
Brazil, but for new democracies generally. Wampler’s detailed and
clear analysis is based on extensive field research including many
interviews with key actors and original survey data.” 

—Choice

“As inspiring books normally do, Activating Democracy in Brazil
offers new insights and raises new questions. It also offers direc-
tions on how to reinforce democracy through participation. Its
framework should pave the way for cross-regional and country
comparisons.” 

—Latin American Politics and Society

4. 978-0-268-04430-5 • 312pp • $39.00 pa

Authoritarian El Salvador
Politics and the Origins of the Military Regimes, 1880–1940

Erik Ching

“The book is groundbreaking in its detail and the nuanced
 insights it offers into nation-state formation; as such, it deserves
attention from a wide audience. Beyond area studies and the-
matic interests, students and teachers of historical methodologies
will appreciate the transparency with which Ching analyzes both
the voices in the documentary record as well as its silences. . . .
[T]he book is groundbreaking in its detail and the nuanced in-
sights it offers into nation-state formation; as such, it deserves
 attention from a wide audience. Beyond area studies and the-
matic interests, students and teachers of historical methodologies
will appreciate the transparency with which Ching analyzes both
the voices in the documentary record as well as its silences.” 

—American Historical Review

5. 978-0-268-02375-1 • 488pp • $55.00 pa • Sale $38.00
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The Success of the Left in Latin America
Untainted Parties, Market Reforms, and Voting Behavior

Rosario Queirolo

“Many have argued the success of the Left [in Latin America] 
is due to a rejection of neoliberal reforms, but Queirolo demon-
strates how ‘citizens in the region are more outcome than policy
oriented.’ Another assumption she successfully challenges is that
Latin American electoral behavior is clientelistic and personal -
istic; however, she shows how in many cases the electorate is 
sophisticated in demanding accountability.” 

—Choice

“Queirolo’s work substantially advances our understanding of the
motivations behind voter behaviour in Latin America. It is clear
that in terms of its substantive content, the quality of its argu-
ment, and its use of a mixed method and micro and macro focus,
this book is essential reading for those seeking to understand not
only the recent ‘Pink Tide’ in Latin America, but also those of the
cyclical historical patterns that preceded it.” 

—Democratization

6. 978-0-268-03979-0 • 224pp • $34.00 pa • Sale $20.00

Democracy in Latin America
Between Hope and Despair

Ignacio Walker
Translated by Krystin Krause, Holly Bird, and Scott Mainwaring

“Walker’s study on the state of democracy in Latin America is
 brilliant, well argued and convincing. It is a must read for political
scientists, sociologists, U.S. government officials and non-
governmental organization workers ‘on the ground’ who want to
understand how things work in Latin America.” 

—America

“Offering much more hope than despair, these sophisticated
 reflections by a veteran Chilean scholar-politician—who currently
serves in the country’s Senate—seem especially pertinent after
the landslide electoral victory of Michelle Bachelet, who was
 recently reelected to the office of president after holding it before,
from 2006 until 2010.” 

—Foreign Affairs

7. 978-0-268-01972-3 • 280pp • $38.00 pa • Sale $26.00
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Power and Regionalism in Latin America
The Politics of MERCOSUR

Laura Gómez-Mera

“This is a solid book explaining the apparently erratic pattern of
conflict and cooperation in the South American integration bloc,
MERCOSUR. A careful theoretical scheme includes domestic,
 bureaucratic, and external bloc forces to explain the evolution of
this regional integration bloc . . . [while] adding specificity to the
interaction between regionalism and globalization in a developing
region.” 

—Choice

“[A]dds depth and breadth to scholarly reflections on Mercosur
and more widely on the drivers of regional cooperation. It carefully
distinguishes between survival and success of integration.” 

—Bulletin of Latin American Research

8. 978-0-268-02985-2 • 296pp • $35.00 pa • Sale $21.00

Roots of Brazil
Sérgio Buarque de Holanda

Translated by G. Harvey Summ
Foreword by Pedro Meira Monteiro

“Considered by most historians to be one of three foundational
books in Brazilian historiography, this first English translation of
Raizes do Brasil will be important to the study of Brazilian 
history. . . . The author examined Brazil’s colonial formation and
identified foundational features and characteristics that made
Brazil different from other countries.” 

—Choice

“This excellent edition includes not only a lively translation of the
original, but also the author’s prefaces to both the second and
third editions of 1948 and 1956, literary scholar Antonio Can-
dido’s limpid introduction to the 1967 edition and his postscript
to the 1987 edition, and Pedro Meira Monteiro’s new foreword.
The result is a rich, layered work of commentary and annotation.
Reading this edition is itself an exercise in intellectual history.”

—The Americas

9. 978-0-268-02613-4 • 232pp • $28.00 pa
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Diffusion of Good Government
Social Sector Reforms in Brazil

Natasha Borges Sugiyama

“Diffusion of Good Government fills an important gap in the
 literature and should be of great interest to Brazilian specialists
and to development practitioners. . . . To the author’s great merit,
she successfully challenges the assumptions about patronage,
clientelism, and the politics that shape reform efforts in Brazil,
and even more broadly, in the developing world.” 

—The Americas

“[A]ddresses a vitally important question for those seeking a
 better understanding of anti-poverty and social welfare policy in
Brazil. . . . In her fluently written, informative and persuasive
tome, Sugiyama concludes with a hopeful message: that the
 coming together of ideological beliefs and the reinforcement of
professional norms augurs well for the future of social policy-
making in Brazil.” 

—Journal of Latin American Studies

10. 978-0-268-04142-7 • 288pp • $35.00 pa • Sale $18.00

Metropolitan Governance in the 
Federalist  Americas
Strategies for Equitable and Integrated Development

Edited by Peter K. Spink, Peter M. Ward, and Robert H. Wilson

“Overall, this is an ambitious and impressive work. The authors
cover a wide spectrum of government and governance issues in
the countries examined, and they do so with considerable clarity,
insight, and intelligence.” 

—Publius

“This scholarly volume highlights the potential for good
 governance at an intermediate tier between the federal and the
municipal levels: large metropolitan regions, which are well
suited, the book’s contributors assert, to address pressing
 collective-action problems, such as natural disasters, inefficient
infrastructure, and the unequal provision of social services.” 

—Foreign Affairs

11. 978-0-268-04141-0 • 328pp • $38.00 pa • Sale $18.00
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The Formation of Souls
Imagery of the Republic in Brazil

José Murilo de Carvalho
Translated by Clifford E. Landers

“When Brazil overthrew its monarchy in 1889 and opted for
 republicanism, there were no clear guidelines on how the new
government should operate, nor which symbols should represent
the ‘new order.’ In this brilliant essay (originally published in
1990 and offered here in the first English translation), the
 distinguished Brazilian historian José Murilo de Carvalho dissects
this process by focusing on the ‘origin of myth, the hero, the
 feminine allegory, and the flag.’ . . . Eminently readable in a
 superb translation by Clifford E. Landers and illustrated with
 reproductions of paintings, sculptures, flags, and snatches of
 musical anthems, this short work is required reading for students
of Brazil and Latin America.” 

—Choice

12. 978-0-268-03526-6 • 232pp • $28.00 pa • Sale $14.00

Problems Confronting Contemporary
 Democracies
Essays in Honor of Alfred Stepan

Edited by Douglas Chalmers and Scott Mainwaring

“For the past half-century Alfred Stepan has been one of the
world’s most innovative and influential scholars in the field of
comparative politics. . . . Stepan’s distinction as a comparativist
has now been marked by an excellent volume in his honour,
 edited by Scott Mainwaring and Douglas Chalmers. In order to
give the book intellectual coherence the editors limit the
 contributions to an examination of the problems confronting
 contemporary democracies.” 

—Government and Opposition 

13. 978-0-268-02372-0 • 504pp • $75.00 cl • Sale $45.00
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Power in the Balance
Presidents, Parties, and Legislatures in Peru and Beyond

Barry S. Levitt

“This is an excellent book, which makes a pertinent contribution
to the emerging literature on informal institutions in Latin
 America, to the general literature on political institutions and to
the study of Peru, more specifically. . . . This book makes an
 important and insightful contribution to the literature on Latin
American politics and executive behaviour. It provides a valuable
corrective to the over zealous turn to the institutional in
 contemporary Latin American scholarship and highlights the
 nuanced analyses of political behaviour to be found in the
 examination of informal organizations and political norms.” 

—Bulletin of Latin American Research, 

“Levitt offers key insights into an understanding of executive-
legislative relations in countries where the rules in and of  them -
selves cannot completely explain governance. In these countries—
and perhaps everywhere—existing norms and the nature of the
representative institutions also matter when it comes to balancing
power between the different branches of government.” 

—Comparative Politics

14. 978-0-268-03413-9 • 360pp • $38.00 pa • Sale $18.00

The Maryknoll Catholic Mission in Peru, 
1943–1989
Transnational Faith and Transformation

Susan Fitzpatrick-Behrens

“The work is important to historians of the Americas for
 demonstrating the centrality of religion to the political and socio-
economic development of a nation and the highly influential role
mission played in the region.” 

—American Catholic Studies

“The Maryknoll Catholic Mission in Peru, 1943–1989 provides
an absolutely outstanding ethno-history of one particular conjunc-
ture—that of Maryknoll missionaries and the Peruvian faithful—
while also contributing creatively to a much larger conversation
about transnational efforts at advocacy. . . . A model for scholar-
ship, a gripping history, even a window onto the past, it speaks to
progressive politics in Latin America today.” 

—American Historical Review

15. 978-0-268-02905-0 • 328pp • $38.00 pa • Sale $18.00
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The Right to the City
Popular Contention in Contemporary Buenos Aires

Gabriela Ippolito-O’Donnell

“Mobilizing a diverse set of conceptual tools—ranging from
 democratic theory to social movement scholarship—and drawing
upon a multi-method approach that combines qualitative 
and quantitative data production techniques, Gabriela Ippolito-
O’Donnell reconstructs the cycle of popular contention in the city
of Buenos Aires from 1983 until the early 2000s.” 

—Journal of Latin American Studies

“What are the challenges of mobilization that the urban poor 
face during democratization? This book carefully answers these
 questions by studying the decline of social mobilization in a poor
neighborhood in Buenos Aires, Villa Lugano, during the democra-
tization of Argentina. . . . The Right to the City is a solid accom-
plishment that shows how social mobilization under democracy
faces obstacles and adversities in a contentious urban space. This
stimulating book deserves to be read as a source of new analytical
insights on urban social movements in Latin America.” 

—Bulletin of Latin American Research

16. 978-0-268-03179-4 • 320pp • $38.00 pa • Sale $18.00

Political Careers, Corruption, and Impunity
Panama’s Assembly, 1984–2009

Carlos Guevara Mann

“Mann demonstrates convincingly how informally institutionalized
corruption, impunity, and clientelism impact the behavior of
Panama’s representatives significantly. These additional goals
bring into question the quality of democratic representation and
the prospects for further democratization in Panama.” 

—Choice

“Carlos Guevara Mann has produced a richly detailed account of
contemporary Panamanian legislators. The national and cross-
national tables make this an essential resource for people
 interested in legislative activity in Panama and in Latin America
as a whole. In turn, his readable organizational structure and
 writing style make this accessible to students from undergraduate
level upwards.” 

—Bulletin of Latin American Research

17. 978-0-268-02983-8 • 472pp • $48.00 pa • Sale $20.00
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Precarious Democracies
Understanding Regime Stability and Change in Colombia 
and Venezuela

Ana María Bejarano

“Bejarano’s book does an admirable job of comparing these two
 political regimes and tracing their path-dependent histories. . . . 
We should look forward to Bejarano’s next book analysing the next
stages in Venezuelan and Colombian ‘precarious democracies.’” 

—Journal of Latin American Studies

“Precarious Democracies provides a well-researched and 
much-needed comparison of Venezuela and Colombia’s political
evolutions.” 

—The Americas

18. 978-0-268-02226-6 • 368pp • $40.00 pa • Sale $24.00

Corruption and Democracy in Brazil
The Struggle for Accountability

Edited by Timothy J. Power and Matthew M. Taylor

“Among Latin American countries, Brazil has the reputation 
of being most corrupt. . . . The present volume addresses the   
institutional development of accountability that is being fleshed
out by civil and governmental groups in the press, the electoral
system, the legislative controls, the various police units, and 
the courts. The analysis is penetrating. . . . Recommended for 
all Latin  American collections and those concerned with
 transparency.” 

—Choice

“The contributors to this volume are professionals in their fields
with extensive experiences in researching governmental processes
and cultures as well as familiarity with Brazil’s bureaucracy.” 

—Colonial Latin American Historical Review

“This insightful discussion of the ways in which Brazilian
 institutions combine to make corruption all but inevitable
 provides a  convincing opening argument for the editors’ case that
it is  institutional design, and not the personal proclivities of
 political actors, that have so firmly entrenched the culture of
 corruption in Brazil.” 

—International Law and Politics

19. 978-0-268-03894-6 • 328pp • $38.00 pa • Sale $26.00
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Violent Democratization
Social Movements, Elites, and Politics in Colombia’s Rural
War Zones, 1984–2008

Leah Anne Carroll

“Leah Anne Carroll has written one of the best books in English 
in recent years about Colombian politics. I reach that evaluation
 because of the focus of her study, the theoretical set-up
 methodology, and the conclusion which ties all the preceding
 together.” 

—International Affairs

“Violent Democratization is based on extensive and diverse
 research. Carroll draws upon electoral data, the press,
 governmental and corporate reports, and oral interviews to
 construct this dense analysis. Excellent maps, tables, and charts
support the investigation. The work makes a substantive
 contribution to the modeling of political processes and offers an
intimate analysis of the complex trajectory of contemporary
Colombian history.” 

—The Americas

20. 978-0-268-02303-4 • 464pp • $45.00 pa • Sale $25.00

The Sources of Democratic Responsiveness 
in Mexico
Matthew R. Cleary

“Using the case of Mexico, Matthew Cleary critically examines a
key supposition to democratic theory: that elections produce good
and responsive government. In a nicely crafted theoretical
 discussion, Cleary examines the problems linking elections to
 responsiveness. This is a superb case study that contributes, as
case studies should, to both the broader discussion on democracy
and the specifics of the case. Students of comparative politics
can certainly benefit from the excellent review of debates 
centering on the pillars of democracy, and the struggles to create
responsive and accountable government.” 

—Political Science Quarterly

21. 978-0-268-02301-0 • 272pp • $28.00 pa • Sale $12.00

undpress.nd.edu Use Sale Code LAS17 11

http://23.253.205.230/books/P01399
http://23.253.205.230/books/P01399
http://23.253.205.230/books/P01363
http://23.253.205.230/books/P01363


Criminality, Public Security, and the Challenge
to Democracy in Latin America
Edited by Marcelo Bergman and Laurence Whitehead

“Contributors to this important and insightful volume agree 
that Latin American democracies are haunted by the twin 
specters of rising criminality and widespread public insecurity. 
Contributors . . . examine, quantitatively and qualitatively, both
specific case studies of rising crime, police corruption and shared
perceptions of public insecurity.” 

—Latin American Studies

“This volume is a solid contribution to the scholarship on crime,
security, and democracy in Latin America. Although there are
other collections that tackle these or similar issues, this volume
offers, for the first time, a combined focus on crime, the police,
prisons, and the criminal justice system.” 

—Carlos Aguirre, University of Oregon

22. 978-0-268-02213-6 • 360pp • $40.00 pa • Sale $15.00

Religious Pluralism, Democracy, and the
Catholic Church in Latin America
Edited by Frances Hagopian

“In this rich and varied volume, Frances Hagopian and her co-
authors provide quantitative and qualitative responses to a
 question that might, very broadly, be phrased as ‘the state of
Catholic religiosity.’ In doing so they draw on bishops’ statements,
instances of confrontation, and survey data on observance, beliefs
and political dispositions of the true believers, the faithful and the
indifferent.” 

—Bulletin of Latin American Research

“This sterling work looks at the first European institution in 
America—the Roman Catholic Church. It consists of 11 articles
written by nine authors, all of whom are political scientists save
one. The leading theme of he work is the challenges facing the
contemporary church.” 

—Multicultural Review

23. 978-0-268-03087-2 • 528pp • $45.00 pa • Sale $20.00
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Open Your Heart
Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico

David P. Sandell

“Open Your Heart is a major contribution to those of us working 
in the areas of ritual and religion, narrative, and individual life
 experiences. David Sandell is an anthropologist, and this is a
beautiful, close ethnographic study of a group of people in the
United Sates who are often badly misunderstood. He persuasively
shows us how narrative and ritual work together to accomplish
certain goals for the individuals who create and perform them for
each other.” 

—Beverly J. Stoeltje, Indiana University

“In a finely woven narrative tapestry, David Sandell illuminates
key religious moments in the lives of his Fresno, California,
 interlocutors. Sandell examines an array of religious rituals, and 
in  particular ritual dance as a frame for stories—heterogeneous,
and uneven in their telling. The combination of ritual and stories
pulls people into a constantly evolving community. Drawing from
his finely nuanced ethnographic material, historical reconstruc-
tions, and a richly textured narrative style, Sandell, with great
aplomb and insight, ‘opens our hearts’ to the contradictions of 
the human condition experienced by his subjects. In the process,
they, and we, move from spectators to co-producers of a life made
meaningful by the shuffling back and forth that emerges in the
meaning-making dance this book explores.” 

—Richard R. Flores, University of Texas at Austin

24. 978-0-268-04146-5 • 240pp • $29.00 pa
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Immigration and the Border
Politics and Policy in the New Latino Century

Edited by David L. Leal and José E. Limón

“With Immigration and the Border: Politics and Policy in the New
Latino Century, editors David L. Leal and José E. Limón have
gathered an impressive group of contributors from diverse fields 
to provide an understanding of immigration dynamics in contem-
porary American political and civic life. Written in an accessible
style, this fine volume delivers extensive coverage of political and
border issues, making it valuable for students in many Latino
studies courses.” 

—Jorge Chapa, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

“Other than its interdisciplinary approach, the collection’s help-
fulness results from its inclusion of youth (a sector of the Latino
population that is exploding but often not understood or studied),
the fact that in several essays the researchers point to policies
that are more productive, and an approach that does not ignore
those left behind in the sending countries.” 

—Theological Studies

25. 978-0-268-01335-6 • 504pp • $46.00 pa • $28.00

Forging People
Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality in Hispanic American 
and Latino/a Thought

Edited by Jorge J. E. Gracia

“Readers familiar with Latin American history will find this a 
valuable collection. It is an effective overview of how pre-eminent
thinkers comprehended Hispanic America’s great diversity. It ably
frames their elite versions of solidarity—and the intellectual
 efforts they undertook to surmount the barriers these faced—
within and beyond national frontiers.” 

—Journal of American Ethnic History

“Aimed largely at the US undergraduate market, this collection
reviews the attitudes towards race (and, in the case of post-
independence writers, national identity) articulated by some
 important Latin American pensadores. . . . It provides a useful
teaching resource for lecturers who want to familiarize their
 students with the writings on race and national identity of some
major Spanish American thinkers.” 

—Journal of Latin American Studies

26. 978-0-268-02982-1 • 376pp • $30.00 pa • Sale $18.00
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Beyond the Barrio
Latinos in the 2004 Elections

Edited by Rodolfo O. de la Garza, Louis DeSipio, and David L. Leal

“This latest volume focusing on Latino politics in the 2004
 election may well be the best in the series. If you are looking for 
a book on Latino political participation or a work to supplement
your American Government class, this is the book.” 

—Robert D. Wrinkle, University of Texas-Pan American

“This volume makes an indispensable contribution toward under-
standing the continuing political development of U.S. Latino com-
munities by assessing their roles in the 2004 U.S. elections. This
book should not be missed by anyone interested in tracking the
complex realities of the roles played by the nation’s largest ethno-
racial minority group in the first national elections since officially
gaining that status following the 2000 decennial U.S. Census.” 

—Ronald Schmidt, Sr., California State University, Long Beach

27. 978-0-268-02599-1 • 368pp • $38.00 pa • Sale $22.00

The Xaripu Community across Borders
Labor Migration, Community, and Family

Manuel Barajas

Awarded Honorable Mention, 2011 Distinguished Book Award

 Committee, American Sociological Association Sociology 

of Latino/a Section

“This is a very good book that will appeal to Mexican American
historians, sociologists, and those interested in the experiences 
of Mexican immigrants. What makes this study unique is the bi -
national, cross-border comparative perspective. Barajas does what
only a handful of Mexican/Mexican American scholars have done;
he shows the ways in which the home country has continued 
to influence and reinforce the social and cultural identity of
 immigrants.” 

—Journal of American Ethnic History

“[A] major contribution of the book, besides the analysis of Xaripu
migration to the United States, is that it offers ethnographic
 materials that help differentiate indigenous from mestizo
 migration. It is a useful book for advanced undergraduate and
graduate studies in migration." 

—Social Forces

28. 978-0-268-02212-9 • 352pp • $29.00 pa • Sale $23.00
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Transformations of La Familia on the 
U.S.-Mexico Border
Edited by Raquel R. Márquez and Harriett D. Romo

“Transformations of La Familia on the U.S.-Mexico Border
 illustrates how the border is a meaningful phenomenon in the
changing structure and dynamics of fronteriza families, and in
particular for women. Written by fronteriza researchers who both
grew up along the border and now focus their work there, this
multidisciplinary collection provides a unique and complex view
of how the peculiar politics of the border affects families and
 individuals within families.”

—Latino Studies

“This timely volume provides a unique comprehensive presen -
tation of cultural and socioeconomic issues tied to the border,
 particularly as it relates to the everyday lives of transnational
 families and their on-going negotiation of identities. As a result,
the authors’ conclusions and recommendations are imbued with a
power of analysis that is grounded in their complex engagement of
the issues. This is an outstanding book of significance for scholars
and students working on issues of transnationalism, the political
economy of migration, immigration, and border culture.” 

—Antonia Darder, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

29. 978-0-268-03509-9 • 336pp • $28.00 pa • Sale $14.00

Cuban Catholics in the United States, 
1960–1980
Exile and Integration

Gerald E. Poyo

“Poyo’s book is enlightening, and written with style, masterful 
research, and a keen sense of interpretation. In nine chapters and
an epilogue, each a comprehensive unit, and each necessary to
understand the full text, Poyo develops a magnificent narrative of
the presence of the Catholic Church in Cuba since the early 
nineteenth century.” 

—American Historical Review
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Latinos in the United States
The Sacred and the Political, Second Edition

David T. Abalos

“Readers should see this historically situated text as personal
 ruminations and exhortations from an academic elder and mentor
of East Coast Latino/a students-an impassioned plea to his young
charges at that time not to forsake their unique identity, culture,
religion, and spirituality for the seductive lure of capitalist
 materialism. Hopefully, today's young Latino/a college students
will resonate with this still worthwhile message of self-
empowerment and transformation.” 

—Choice

“Latinos in the United States has become a classic work that has
shaped Latino Studies for over the past decade. In this revised
and expanded edition, David T. Abalos remains our introspective
and thoughtful teacher who guides us all toward the deepest
source of our being in order for us to become whole people as we
actively work to transform our nation into a loving and more
 compassionate multicultural America.” 

—Alberto Lopez Pulido, University of San Diego
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Furious Dusk
David Campos

“Furious Dusk is an accessible, narrative collection of confes-
sional poems. David Campos is unflinchingly observant of his 
subjects—highlighting the dark, uncomfortable elements with a
 commendable specificity. . . . A collection centering on issues of
masculinity, machismo, family, cultural expectations, and feelings
of inadequacy, Furious Dusk follows the persona’s reflective
 journey upon learning of his father’s impending death. . . . 
[T]his collection shows ambition.” 

—Kenyon Review Online

33. 978-0-268-02377-5 • 88pp • $17.00 pa • Sale $13.00

A Tongue in the Mouth of the Dying
Laurie Ann Guerrero

“Guerrero’s poems locate the life-giving power of verbal
 expression in the mouths of disenfranchised speakers. . . .
 Centered as it is around hard-working women, Guerrero’s
 collection resists definition by class and color, even sex. 
For when she writes of womanhood, the variables of motherhood
and  marital status force us to see her speakers in their most
 vulnerable light. Yet these verses of germination and carrying, 
of labor and production, deliver us to a place of potent ferocity." 

—Booklist Online
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Tropicalia
Emma Trelles

“Trelles brings Tropicalia back to poetry not with the use of
 typography but with vivid concrete imagery. . . . [T]he poems
 display a lush and sonorous language; music is not so much
evoked as created.” 

—World Literature Today

“It is rare when a book is both thought provoking and tantalizes
the senses. Emma Trelles’s Tropicalia is one such book. . . . 
True to the multi-faceted arts movement for which it is named,
Trelles’s words evoke various degrees of citrus, bloom, and color.” 

—Gently Read Literature
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My Kill Adore Him
Paul Martínez Pompa

“There is so much more going on in this book . . . My Kill Adore
Him is an exciting and tough collection of very well-composed and
accessible poems. It’s been a while since I tore through a book of
poetry and really enjoyed the read.”

—Harriet: A blog from the Poetry Foundation

“In his breathtaking debut poetry collection, Martinez Pompa
bursts onto the contemporary Latino scene with literary guns
ablaze. He is precisely what we need right now: a brave poet just
as critical of himself as he is of others. Within the pages of this
clever and brutally honest text lie the words of an old soul—who
just happens to be a young poet. Martinez Pompa’s youth and
aged wisdom coexist in each and every poem, resulting in a fresh,
yet deadly serious new voice that is not to be trifled with. . . .
Highly recommended reading for anyone on the lookout for what
comes next in Latino poetry.”

—Multicultural Review
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The Outer Bands
Gabriel Gomez

“The title poem of this collection is a 28-day record of days
 between Katrina and Rita, which draws from the news headlines,
the language tossed around by politicians, and realistic images of
the storm to provide a portrait of just how dislocating, how jarring,
how out of time that period was.” 

—The Times-Picayune

37. 978-0-268-02972-2 • 104pp • $17.00 pa • Sale $10.00

Pity the Drowned Horses
Sheryl Luna

“In her opening poem, Luna declares that ‘pain is living and 
living is pain,’ but while she relentlessly probes the hardscrabble
lives of many of America’s Latinos, these poems aren’t grim
 reading. They’re transfigured by this debut author’s extraordinary
lyric power.” 

—Library Journal

“[T]here’s a weighty mournfulness to Luna’s borderlands, where
the stark poverty of Mexico butts against the brash, unyielding
sprawl of her American city. Pity the Drowned Horses takes its
reader across a ravaged landscape where . . . the last few hares
sprint across a bloodied/highway and there are women every-
where/who have half-lost their souls/in sewing needles and
 vacuum-cleaner parts. In this world of little comfort, Luna is
 intent on seeking meaning—however bitter—in the emptiness 
and meditating on the redeeming power of language.”

—The Texas Observer
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A Promised Land, A Perilous Journey
Theological Perspectives on Migration

Edited by Daniel G. Groody and Gioacchino Campese

“The editors of this volume have gathered together many leading
figures within Christian theological circles to reflect on an urgent
issue in our world-migration. The articles range from those that
are quite academically technical to those that are more generally
accessible. There are several outstanding articles that should not
be missed.”

—Multicultural Review

“[A] useful resource for Catholics (and others) who want to reach
beyond the dehumanizing language of the national immigration
debate and articulate a vision of the migrant as a human being
created in God’s image.” 

—America
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Barrio Boy
40th Anniversary Edition

Ernesto Galarza
Introduction by Ilan Stavans

“In 1971, at the age of sixty-six, the labour activist, educator 
and scholar Ernesto Galarza (1905–1984) published Barrio Boy,
a memoir of the long migration of his family from a small village
in the Sierra Madre to California. Barrio Boy immediately became
a classic of Chicano literature, and on its fortieth anniversary has
now been published in a new edition with an introduction by the
critic, biographer and short-story writer Ilan Stavans.” 

—Times Literary Supplement
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Jalos, USA
Transnational Community and Identity

Alfredo Mirandé

“Weaving together historical material and ethnographic family 
ac counts, Alfredo Mirandé’s Jalos, USA examines the culture 
and identity of families in Turlock, California, with roots in Jalos,
 Mexico, and with family members who remain in or return to
 Mexico. These family stories capture the complexities of trans -
national lives on both sides of the border and highlight contested
gender, class, and generational issues. Whether the family mem-
bers live in Mexico or the USA, they claim a strong Jalos identity.” 

—Mary Romero, author of The Maid’s Daughter: 
Living Inside and Outside the American Dream

“Alfredo Mirandé is an established scholar. The strength of this
book lies in its rich, fascinating interviews of individuals on both
sides of the border. The reader comes away with a strong sense
that Mirandé really got to know the persons interviewed because
of the incredible detail and honesty recorded in their stories.” 

— Bill Ong Hing, University of San Francisco School of Law
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Juan de Segovia and the Fight for Peace
Christians and Muslims in the Fifteenth Century

Anne Marie Wolf

“Anne Marie Wolf’s analysis of the life and thoughts of fifteenth-
century Castilian conciliarist and Church reformer Juan de
Segovia is an accessible and engaging intellectual history of a
 figure that historians have traditionally found difficult to classify.
Wolf’s book constitutes an excellent contribution to our growing
understanding of the range of Christian perceptions of Islam  in
the later Middle Ages—a topic which, as she points out, remains
far less studied and understood than Christian portrayals of
 Judaism in that era.” 

—American Historical Review

“Wolf deserves credit for tackling with admirable thoroughness
and insight this obscure and complex personality, and for shed-
ding further light on the complex currents of religious thought
that characterized the Christian West at a time of increasing
 anxiety and conflict with Muslims, both at home and abroad.” 

—Renaissance and Reformation
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Preferential Option for the Poor 
Beyond  Theology
Edited by Daniel G. Groody and Gustavo Gutiérrez

“[T]he book’s value is clear: if enacting true change around the
problem of poverty requires input from many disciplines, then
those disciplines must be brought into conversation with one
 another. . . . This volume should interest a broad audience,
 including scholars; general readers interested in the question of
poverty as it relates to various disciplines and industries; and
 undergraduate or graduate students in classes covering liberation
theology, as a needed complement to theological approaches.” 

—Choice

“One of Gutiérrez’s key insights into missionary engagement 
was what is referred to as ‘a preferential option for the poor.’ . . .
The importance of this publication is that while making an option
for the poor can involve living in solidarity with the oppressed, 
the various authors demonstrate that it means above all using the
skills and qualifications that one had gained in order to be in
 solidarity with those who are oppressed in their struggles for
 justice and dignity.” 

—Mission Studies
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The Yearning Feed
Manuel Paul López

“It is enthralling and frightening to live in this book of poems:
wisdom is so often derived from experience, and Manuel Paul
López ladles out wisdom as if from a bottomless well. . . .
 Spanning forty-five pages, the poems [in ‘The Desert Series’] 
are undoubtedly López’s most profound artistic statement on the
need for human-to-human relations among all the peoples on 
the continent of the Americas.” 

—World Literature Today
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New Orleans Sisters of the Holy Family
African American Missionaries to the Garifuna of Belize

Edward T. Brett

“Edward T. Brett expertly contextualizes the work in the under-
studied history of African American Catholicism, U.S. mission
 history, and the history of women religious. . . . This is, in short,
an important contribution to Catholic history that establishes the
crucial role played by an African-descendent congregation in
 mission history.” 

—The Catholic Historical Review

“Extensive interviews with and letters from the nuns authenticate
the humanity in the Belize mission story. This narrative calls for
additional work in the records of the Holy Family Sisters, whose
voices must be more fully heard in American Catholic history.” 

—American Catholic Studies
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