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The Greatest Scientific Gamble
A Story of Impossible Odds, Rival Scientists, and the Atomic Bomb
by Michael Joseloff

The Greatest Scientific Gamble weaves the stories of Enrico Fermi, J. Robert 
Oppenheimer, and Sam Goudsmit with that of Manhattan Project director Leslie 
Groves to create a high-stakes, big-picture narrative about the successes and 
setbacks of Manhattan Project scientists, Allied efforts to sabotage the German 
bomb program, and the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

MARCH 2026   978-1-61186-559-2 pb., 978-1-61186-560-8 hb., 6 x 9, 296 pp., $34.95, $79.95 (T)

Retracing the Dragoon Trail in Iowa
Environmental Transformation along the Des Moines River
by Kevin T. Mason

Iowa’s story of change, from removing Indigenous nations and farming its prairies 
and wetlands to the growth of a lively conservation movement, comes alive in this 
definitive human and environmental history that shows how the land and its people 
have constantly influenced each other.

APRIL 2026   978-1-61186-569-1 pb., 978-1-61186-568-4 hb., 6 x 9, 330 pp., $34.95, $69.95 (T)

The Great Lakes Ships of Frank E. Kirby
America’s Greatest Naval Architect
by Richard Gebhart

This study of the legendary Michigan shipbuilder Frank E. Kirby examines his life 
and the accomplishments that earned him national esteem and international fame. 
Richard Gebhart brings to life the story of one of the most prolific Great Lakes 
shipbuilders of the time.

MAY 2026   978-1-61186-565-3 pb., 978-1-61186-567-7 hb., 6 x 9, 232 pp., $29.95,  $59.95 (T)

Many a Hand
Michigan and the Civil War
by Roger L. Rosentreter

Many a Hand: Michigan and the Civil War brings together familiar and little-known 
stories about Michiganians who—in facing the nation’s most challenging ordeal—
combined courage, doggedness, and ideals to produce an enduring legacy both at 
home and on the battlefield.

MAY 2026  978-1-61186-564-6 pb., 978-1-61186-570-7 hb., 6 x 9, 406 pp., $39.95, $79.95 (T)



Singing Under Snow
poems by Anne Haven McDonnell
Wheelbarrow Books

These poems explore queer ecology. Through vivid imagery, juxtaposition, 
imaginative leaps, and sonic spells, they blur our understanding of the biological, 
individuality, and death.

FEBRUARY 2026    978-1-61186-563-9 pb., 6 x 9, 132 pp., $17.95 (T)

Extant
poems by Jenny L. Davis
American Indian Studies Series

Through a combination of blackout poems, occasional poems, and free verse, award-
winning poet Jenny L. Davis rewrites the narrative of what it means to exist, to live 
in a present shaped by colonial violence that emphasizes the power of survival.

JANUARY 2026    978-1-61186-573-8 pb., 6 x 9, 90 pp., $16.95 (T)

Late Invocation for Magic
new and selected poems by Jim Daniels

In these poems, Daniels focuses on Detroit and other Rust Belt cities, where issues 
of class and race and justice play out in the streets and kitchens and backyards and 
garages of the Americans trying to live and make a living there. 

JANUARY 2026    978-1-61186-574-5 pb., 6 x 9, 176 pp., $24.95 (T)

Possession(s)
stories by John Smolens

In settings both familiar and exotic—from the windswept shores of the Great Lakes 
to the rugged beauty of rural Ireland and Scotland, the bustling boulevards of 
nineteenth-century Paris, and the streets of an ancient Italian hill town—Smolens 
unveils an electrifying collection of short stories. Each narrative delves deep into the 
labyrinth of our fears, doubts, and uncertainties, all while being laced with sharp 
irony, unexpected humor, and an unwavering spirit of tenacity.

JANUARY 2026   978-1-61186-556-1 pb., 6 x 9, 192 pp., $19.95 (T)



These titles are also 
available as e-books. 
Find our spring 2026 
titles on our website 
www.msupress.org 
and on Edelweiss.

To request a copy to 
potentially publish a review 
in a journal, magazine, 
newspaper, or other 
publication, please fill out a 
request using the following 
link: https://msupress.org/
books/ordering-information/
review-copies/ or scan this 
QR code.

Violent Histories, Livable Futures
Forging the Power of the People
edited by Eric King Watts
Rhetoric of Power and Protest

Violent Histories, Livable Futures unpacks this complex dynamic through compelling 
historical case studies, spanning sub-Saharan Africa in the 1950s, post–World War II 
Guatemala, and the United States in the aftermath of George Floyd’s murder. By 
tracing how societies have contended over which people matter and which do not, 
this book offers a deeply relevant exploration of power, representation, and the 
struggle for justice, all in pursuit of a more livable future.

JUNE 2026   978-1-61186-566-0 pb., 6 x 9, 124 pp., $24.95 (S)

Queer Contiguities of Nigerian Literature
by Kerry Manzo
African Humanities and the Arts

Queer Contiguities of Nigerian Literature explores how normative ideas of sex 
and gender have shaped the development of Nigerian literature. The book traces 
this influence from the rise of mid-twentieth-century modernist writing to the 
contemporary appearance of LGBTQIA literature.

APRIL 2026   978-1-61186-557-8 pb., 6 x 9, 186 pp., $49.95 (S)

Papers of the Fifty-Fifth Algonquian Conference
Actes du Cinquante-Cinquième Congrès des Algonquinistes
edited by Inge Genee, Monica Macaulay, and Natalie Weber
Papers of the Algonquian Conference

This collection of peer-reviewed papers presented at the annual Algonquian 
Conference is essential reading for those interested in learning about the 
Algonquian peoples.

FEBRUARY 2026     978-1-61186-562-2 pb., 6 x 9, 184 pp., $44.95
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Detroit’s Hidden Channels
The Power of French-Indigenous 
Families in the Eighteenth Century
by Karen L. Marrero
978-1-61186-572-1 pb.
6 x 9, 302 pp., $29.95

NEW IN PAPERBACK

A Place in Common
Rethinking the History 
of Early Detroit
edited by Karen L. Marrero 
and Andrew K. Sturtevant
978-1-61186-518-9 pb.
6 x 9, 254 pp., $44.95

Cauterized
poems by Laura Apol
978-1-61186-485-4 pb.
6 x 9, 98 pp., $16.95

Sail, Steam, and Diesel
Moving Cargo 
on the Great Lakes
by Eric Hirsimaki
978-1-61186-444-1 hb.
8.5 x 11, 696 pp., $79.95
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