
January 29, 2023 

9. Sitting at the Adult Table —
Matthew 22:1–14, NRSV
While a friend once described me as a “Mennonite like me,” another friend was delighted 
when my non-Mennonite family joined their Mennonite church, hoping we could teach their 
children to dance and our children could widen the gene pool. Later, when we joined another 
Mennonite church, I was asked to join a committee as “an outsider.”  

Whether I’m an insider or outsider, my addition to this church is transfer growth — coming 
from another church. A church can also grow through conversion growth, where those within 
the church invite others to be part of God’s kingdom. That’s what this week’s passage is 
about. 

The passage also challenges the idea of inviting those who are like us. While there is nothing 
wrong with that, the parable instructs us to go “into the streets and invite everyone you find to 
the wedding banquet” (Matthew 22:9). That’s what Aaron and Ernestine Janzen did as 
early 20th-century missionaries to what is now the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 
Today, the DRC is home to the fourth-largest population of Mennonites in the world.  

According to the Global Anabaptist Mennonite Encyclopedia Online, the United States 
still has the largest Mennonite population, but it is followed by fast-growing groups in 
Ethiopia, India, and the DRC, while membership is declining in the original Mennonite 
homelands. 

This year, Mennonite Mission Network (MMN; an agency of Mennonite Church USA) 
celebrates 20 years of working together globally. In celebrating this milestone, MMN 
leaders reflect on the diverse voices that have been invited into full participation and 
leadership within the church, and how this has enriched the church. 

Whether we cross oceans or not, this passage reminds us God’s kingdom is for all people. 
Like the servants in Jesus’ parable, we are God’s messengers. As we reflect on the kinds of 
invitations we send out as congregations, we might ask whether we are simply encouraging 
transfer growth of people like us. Do we invite others for our sake or theirs? We might also 
prayerfully reflect on people we would never consider inviting, who might enrich God’s 
kingdom. And then invite them. 

Ø What is so compelling about the kingdom of God that you can’t help but invite
newcomers in?

Ø Who might you invite to the kingdom this week?
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Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Hendy Matahelemual, an associate minister for community engagement with Mosaic 
Mennonite Conference, is the presenter for unit 2. The videos are closed-captioned, free, and 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 
Editor’s note: The Daily Bible Readings for January and February that are used in our 
Rejoice! devotional guide have been misplaced. For example, the corresponding readings for 
January 15–22 are found in the January 23–29 devotionals. We apologize for this error. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

