
January 15, 2023 

7. Praying in Our World —
John 7:1–24; Ephesians 4:14, NRSV
News that Pope Benedict XVI had died was followed by mixed reflections on his legacy by 
Catholics and non-Catholics, with some lauding his theological work and others lamenting his 
dealings with church abuse. Benedict’s secretary reported his last words were “Lord, I love 
you.” 

This week’s study examines one of Jesus’ last prayers (John 17). His chief concern is that of 
unity among believers, which is easier said than done. As Pope Benedict said, “The greatest 
persecution of the church does not come from the enemies outside, but is born from sin 
inside the church.” 

John 17 challenges us to discover unity even in the most challenging diversity within the 
church, including recent political divisions in churches that have led many to break off contact 
with those who disagree. How can we not allow our differences to divide us or simply sweep 
them under the rug, but instead love one another? 

The keys to reconciliation are found in Jesus’ prayers. Many of us have memorized the 
Lord’s prayer, but fewer have learned John 17 by heart.  

Reconciliation has its precedent, even in the most painful history. After the persecution of 
16th-century Anabaptists by Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed believers led to centuries of 
disunity, the church has moved closer to Jesus’ prayer with apologies, reconciliation, and 
ecumenical dialogue over the last few decades. André Gingerich Stoner, former Mennonite 
Church USA director of Interchurch Relations, said of changing our longstanding response to 
persecution, “Wholeheartedly receiving [the apologies] and offering forgiveness can 
change us and free us to be more fully the people God intends us to be.” 

Forgiveness is possible. Second-century church leader Tertullian, writing about why 
Christians were being persecuted, said, “It is mainly the deeds of a love so noble that lead 
many to put a brand upon us. See how they love one another, they say . . . how they are 
ready even to die for one another.”  

Ø What words from John 17 are helpful (and hard) to pray regarding situations in your
church?

Pray about one small step you (and your church) might take toward unity. 
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Susan Fish is a writer, editor, and theologian living in 
Waterloo, Ontario. She has an MTS from Conrad Grebel 
University College and is a novelist with two published 
books and another novel forthcoming in 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 
Two reproducible pages are available at 
https://www.mennomedia.org/salt-light-supplements/ 
 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Hendy Matahelemual, an associate minister for community engagement with Mosaic 
Mennonite Conference, is the presenter for unit 2. The videos are closed-captioned, free, and 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 
Editor’s note: The Daily Bible Readings for January and February that are used in our 
Rejoice! devotional guide have been misplaced. For example, the corresponding readings for 
January 15–22 are found in the January 23–29 devotionals. We apologize for this error. 
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