
January 8, 2023 

6. We All Need Grace and Assurance —
Luke 15:11–14,20–32, NRSV
In December, a child was kidnapped and killed in Texas, allegedly by a delivery driver. 
The girl’s grandfather described trying to forgive in a Facebook post, saying, “This flesh, this 
man that I am, is angry and I want five minutes alone in a cell with the psycho that took our 
Athena away from us, but there’s a soft gentle voice in the back of my head telling me I need 
to forgive him.” 

Thankfully, few of us will face the horror of having to forgive a murderer, but it isn’t hard to 
sympathize with the angry grandfather, because we’ve all experienced the struggle to 
forgive. Even when the person who injured us is repentant, many identify with the older 
brother in Jesus’ parable in Luke 15. Yet, this parable comes with a warning: “Don’t be like 
the older brother” (Salt & Light, p. 36). 

In her book A Rule Against Murder, Canadian mystery author Louise Penny says that often a 
murder starts when we hold onto resentments, like the older brother does:  
Something once healthy and human had become wretched and bloated and finally buried. 
But not put to rest. It lay there, often for decades, feeding on itself, growing and gnawing, 
grim and full of grievance. Until it finally broke free. (p. 95) 

In contrast, Jesus’ parable of the forgiving father encourages us to bring those emotions to 
the soft, gentle voice that offers forgiveness for us and for everyone, just as “the benevolent 
father in the story shocked the fathers of the world with his extravagantly splendid welcoming 
party for a son who had wasted away everything ever bestowed on him” (S&L, p. 35). 

Ø What kind of shocking grace have you received?
Ø What kind of shocking grace are you extending?
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Resources for this session 
 
A dramatic reading of Luke 15:11–32 is available at 
https://www.mennomedia.org/salt-light-supplements/ 
 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Hendy Matahelemual, an associate minister for community engagement with Mosaic 
Mennonite Conference, is the presenter for unit 2. The videos are closed-captioned, free, and 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 
 
 

https://www.mennomedia.org/salt-light-supplements/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

