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3. To Whom Do We Pay Homage? —
Matthew 2:1–12, NRSV
The television series Servant of the People (2015–19) became popular following the 
February 2022 invasion of Ukraine. In this political satire, a history teacher becomes 
president of Ukraine after denouncing the corruption of previous governments supported by 
oligarchs. The show depicts those oligarchs much like Herod when he heard about the birth 
of a Jewish king in Bethlehem. In a case of life imitating art, the actor who played the lead 
character on the television show was elected the real-life president of Ukraine in 2019. 

The question of how we can respond to corruption was also addressed by Theatre of the 
Beat, a Canadian theater company, with the musical Selah’s Song. One audience member 
said, “I loved how the play demonstrated that small actions matter, that they can grow, and 
that anyone can bring about positive change in the face of injustice. It also prompted [my 
daughter] and I to have conversations about risk, bravery, and civil disobedience.”1 
How those with power respond to those who risk speaking truth was demonstrated this 
summer with the visit of Pope Francis to Canada. This visit was described as a penitential 
pilgrimage after the discovery of unmarked graves of Indigenous children at church-run 
residential schools. Reactions to Francis’s visit were mixed, with some considering it as 
moving toward healing and reconciliation, and others seeing him like the oligarchs in Servant 
of the People and Herod, who responded fearfully and inadequately to a threat to his power.  
Around the time of the Canadian papal visit, five Mennonite Central Committee shipping 
containers arrived in Ukraine providing emergency supplies to more than 16,000 people. 

Ø If small actions matter and can bring positive change in the face of injustice, what can
we do to protect those who are unjustly treated by the empire in our context?

Ø 
Ø How might we act differently if we approached our actions as an act of homage and

pilgrimage to Jesus?

—Susan Fish, 
susan@storywell.ca 
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Susan Fish is a writer, editor, and theologian living in 
Waterloo, Ontario. She has an MTS from Conrad Grebel 
University College and is a novelist with two published 
books and another novel forthcoming in 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
James Mast, a teacher at Methacton Mennonite Church, is the presenter for unit 1. The 
videos are closed-captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

