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12. Conversations for the Journey —
Exodus 18:1, 13–27, NRSV
“A priest, a minister, and a rabbi walk into a bar. . . .” This opening line of many jokes elicits 
laughter as soon as it is spoken—even before the joke is shared. Listeners know they will 
hear a humorous story filled with misunderstandings and confusion. 

But there’s nothing funny about people from different faith understandings joining together in 
a good conversation, or people from different walks of life communicating together in eye-
opening and helpful ways. Instead, many people who engage in this type of dialogue find that 
their openness to other people’s understandings and experiences allows them to understand 
their experiences more fully. Reflective conversations can create a space for God to speak 
and work in and among the participants. 

“Embracing the Other,” an article from Mennonite World Conference, explores the realities of 
interfaith dialogue. Indonesian church leader Danang Kristiawan says, “From my experience 
with the Muslim community, I can learn that God is love. I think that is our meeting point.” The 
article offers guidelines for entering interfaith conversations. Look at the guidelines and 
consider how they might be applied to your context.  

Ø How do they enable you to have helpful conversations?

How many of these guidelines were used in Exodus 18? The story is about conversations, 
specifically the ways in which Moses listened and responded to his father-in-law. The 
conversations would have been difficult at times because they crossed ethnic and cultural 
boundaries (see Meet the priest of Midian, Salt & Light, p. 70). Yet, in being open to 
Jethro’s counsel, Moses honed his leadership skills and was able to effectively lead the 
Israelites.  

The openness that Jethro and Moses had with each other allowed them to seek God’s 
leading in their figurative and literal journeys.  

Ø As we desire God’s leading in our lives, how might we be open to conversations that
will enhance our faith journeys?
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Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Melissa Miller, pastor of Pioneer Park Christian Fellowship in Kitchener, Ontario, is the 
presenter for unit 3. The videos are closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s 
YouTube channel. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

