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11. Subverting Supremacy —
2 Kings 5:1–19, NRSV
Naaman was skeptical. He didn’t want to follow Elisha’s messenger’s instructions to wash in 
the Jordan River. Instead, he wanted to hear directly from Elisha—he gave up good advice 
because he did not receive it from whom he believed was the correct person. Besides, who 
knows what is in the Jordan River? “Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel?” (v. 12a). Aside from thinking that someone of his status 
should receive better advice from a more prominent person, Naaman most likely also 
wondered how the dirty water could be healing water. 

Twenty years ago, my congregation started baptizing people in a river that runs nearby. 
Someone pointed out that the local health department did not recommend contact with the 
river. When one of the pastors began researching water issues, he learned that the river 
sometimes contained too much manure. This process led him to explore environmental 
concerns and note ecological issues and the importance of rivers in the Bible. 

Through years of research and conversations, our pastor is convinced that water and 
environmental issues cannot be separated from repairing relationships with the Indigenous 
people who lived on the land before settler communities. Our church is located on the land of 
the Potawatomi people, who were forcibly removed, some of them by what is known as the 
Trail of Death. 

In recent years, these types of issues—settlers claiming land and environmental issues— 
have called attention to the Doctrine of Discovery. According to the Mennonite Church USA 
website, “The Doctrine of Discovery is a philosophical and legal framework dating back to the 
15th century that gives ‘Christian governments’ legal rights over indigenous lands and 
domination of indigenous people.” 

What do these stories have to do with Naaman? They are stories of supremacy and 
superiority; they have an environmental component, including river water; and they 
demonstrate a need for physical and environmental healing. May a river of justice freely flow. 

Additional resources: 
“O Healing River” (Voices Together 706; Hymnal: A Worship Book 372) 
Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery  
“The Doctrine of Discovery,” Mennonite Central Committee US “The Doctrine of Discovery,” 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada  

—Mary Ann Weber 
maweber815@yahoo.com 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=534788857
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/resource-portal/doctrine-of-discovery/
https://dofdmenno.org/
https://mcc.org/centennial/100-stories/doctrine-discovery
https://mcc.org/centennial/100-stories/doctrine-discovery
mailto:maweber815@yahoo.com
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Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Melissa Miller, pastor of Pioneer Park Christian Fellowship in Kitchener, Ontario, is the 
presenter for unit 3. The videos are closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s 
YouTube channel. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

