
November 6, 2022 

10. Read the Room —
Acts 17:16–34, NRSV
In a few days, people in the United States will head to the polls and elect officials to 
represent them at various levels of the government. Even though it’s not a presidential 
election year, the results can greatly affect how the government is run over the next several 
years. 

Of particular interest in my area is the local school board election. A few weeks ago, 
candidates shared their platforms and ideas at an event held at the local public library. A few 
days later, a high school student spoke at a school board meeting. She shared concerns 
regarding the candidates and how the school will be affected depending on who will be 
elected. She felt that some candidates may not have taken the time to listen to students and 
community members to hear about their experiences and concerns. She worried that 
someone might be elected who does not understand the school and its students, teachers, 
and employees—much less the sentiments of the local community. 

There’s nothing like the campaign and election season to recall that everyone has different 
views. No matter what is said, some people will agree, and others will disagree. Some people 
will be compelled to change their views, but most will not. Some people understand the 
community and the people around them, and some do not. 

Paul’s sermon in Acts 17 received a mixed response. Some people responded by becoming 
believers, while others scoffed. As any public speaker knows, knowing the audience and 
considering how a message will be received is important. To repeat the title of this study: 
read the room. Many times, this means adopting a posture of listening and empathetic 
understanding; it means embracing an attitude of humility.  

Ø When have you needed to listen to better understand those around you?
Ø When have you wished that someone had listened to and better understood you?
Ø How do you work at communicating with someone who has different viewpoints and

experiences?
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Mary Ann Weber enjoys reading, drinking tea, and spending 
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Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Melissa Miller, pastor of Pioneer Park Christian Fellowship in Kitchener, Ontario, is the 
presenter for unit 3. The videos are closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s 
YouTube channel. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

