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8. Waiting For Justice —
Luke 18:1–8, NRSV
Persistence pays off. Or at least it did for the widow in Jesus’ parable in Luke 18. The judge, 
tired of listening to her, granted the justice she needed. As Salt & Light writers John Powell 
and Leo Hartshorn explain, widows were vulnerable because they did not have social 
standing or resources. Truly, the widows were marginalized in society, in their pursuits of 
righting wrongs, and in their pursuits of justice. 

Fourteen years is a long time to persist and wait. That’s how long Clemente Aguirre-Jarquin, 
an undocumented immigrant from Honduras, spent in a Florida prison for a murder 
conviction. He was sentenced to death, having been accused of fatally stabbing two neighbor 
women. He admitted that he saw the women’s bodies and even picked one of them up to see 
if she was still alive, leaving behind fingerprints and footprints, but argued that he did not kill 
them. He continued to insist on his innocence and sought retrials. Eventually, due to DNA 
testing and other evidence, a retrial was granted, and the original conviction was overturned. 
Persistence is especially key in finding justice for marginalized persons.  

This is just one case highlighted on the Innocence Project website. An organization 
committed to overturning wrongfully convicted cases, the Innocence Project desires a justice 
system that is fair. According to their website, their work is “guided by science and grounded 
in antiracism.” A podcast called Pursuing Justice includes other stories that highlight this 
important work. 

Jesus’ parable and the work of the Innocence Project remind us that working for justice does 
not usually yield results overnight. Instead, stamina is needed for the long haul. Working for 
justice requires an ongoing commitment, even when there doesn’t seem to be a clear path 
forward. Perhaps that is why the prophet Micah wrote in the present tense: “Do justice . . . 
love kindness . . . walk humbly with your God” (6:8). The pursuit of justice is not in the past 
but is found in the persistent reality of daily life. 

Ø Whom do you know who needs prayer and support in their pursuit of justice?
Ø How do you hear Jesus’ encouragement to “pray always and not to lose heart”?
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Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Christina Edmiston, a pastor with First Mennonite Church in Kitchener, Ontario, is the 
presenter for unit 2. The videos are closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s 
YouTube channel. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

