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3. Journey into Uncertainty —
Exodus 17:1–16, NRSV
The picture is as dramatic as the story. An elderly man with a white beard stands next to a 
gray rock larger than he is; the man holds a stick against the rock, and water from the rock 
spills onto the barren ground. I recall this illustration from the children’s story Bible our family 
had when I was young. The picture made an impression on me, as did the story itself. It 
demonstrated that trusting God can cause much-needed water to miraculously flow from a 
rock.  

Even as I ponder this story in Exodus 17, the news is filled with stories of water. Though 
none of the stories involve rocks, the news items are no less dramatic. Widespread flooding 
in Pakistan caused over 1,280 deaths. Flash floods poured through streets and buildings in 
the desert city of Las Vegas. A few months ago, floods forced thousands of people from 
their homes in Manitoba. Floods in Mississippi affected the water treatment plant; almost 
200,000 people are left indefinitely without drinkable water. 

Stories of floods and their aftermath are all over the news, but the reverse is happening as 
well. There are areas with no rain and no water. Crops cannot grow, limiting the food supply, 
and some areas do not have safe or clean water for cooking, bathing, or drinking. Some 
communities without an adequate water supply are already low on the global social and 
economic scales. 

Water is a necessary life force but also a source of destruction and death, whether in too 
great a quantity or too little. Surely, some of the people affected by these water extremes do 
trust God—yet their needs remain unmet. No rock is going to provide for them, and 
therefore, this biblical text can be troubling.  
• How do we, as people of God, respond to these desperate situations?
• How do we work toward justice in a world desperate for attention?

Mennonite Central Committee provides information, stories, and resources about water, and 
Mennonite Disaster Service responds to recent floods:  
• https://mcc.org/learn/what/water
• https://mcc.org/media/resources/more/water
• https://mds.org/
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Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Brian Quan, pastor of Toronto Chinese Mennonite Church, is the presenter for unit 1. The 
videos are closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

