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10. Violence Is Not God’s First Choice —
1 Chronicles 22:6–19, NRSV
When we read the Bible, we are not always conscious that some narratives have multiple 
strands or versions. For example, Paul tells the story of his encounter with Jesus on the road 
to Damascus on three occasions in Acts (9:1–22; 22:4–16; and 26:9–18). In our data-
sensitive era, we see small but significant differences in the three tellings. After all, we can 
fact-check our sources and research various newspaper and media stories of events like the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy.  

The biblical accounts are exceptions as written texts from a society in which oral teaching 
was paramount. Jesus was essentially a rabbi who gathered his disciples and spoke to them 
about his mission, teachings, and commissioning of his followers. That the four gospels 
sometimes give different versions of his sayings and instructions is not surprising. Moreover, 
for any such teacher or speaker, the audience was especially important; that is, whether the 
teacher was speaking to his pupils, national leaders, the Jewish people, or other individuals.  
Today, we might tell our family about a near collision on the freeway. We were taking the exit 
lane, and another driver veered unexpectedly into the same lane, almost hitting our car. This 
could be called a “single-strand” narrative. However, if a friend who was riding with us gave 
his opinion that we suddenly surged into the exit lane, taking the other driver by surprise, 
then we have a “multiple-strand” narrative.  

The book of Chronicles is a retelling of the narratives in the books of Samuel and Kings, 
written five centuries earlier. Since those times, Jerusalem had been destroyed, and the 
leading Israelites had been taken into captivity in Babylon for 70 years. The writers and 
editors were very conscious of the disasters that had overtaken the Jewish people through 
the agency of warlike and ruthless enemies. In 1 Kings 5:3–5, Solomon says that his father 
David could not build a house for the Lord because David was busy subduing his enemies. 
However, since David had overcome all his enemies with the help of the Lord, Solomon was 
free to build the temple. In 1 Chronicles 22:8, our key verse, the chronicler puts a different 
spin on this passage from 1 Kings.  

Ø What role does easy access to significant amounts of data play in our current
understanding of contemporary events and historical trends? Would you consider
social media today’s equivalent of oral information? How so?

Ø What problems might “multiple-strand” narratives raise for listeners? Why might we
prefer to stick to a “single-strand” account?

Ø What influences may have played into the chronicler’s variation on the text from 1
Kings? If later texts are often a kind of commentary on earlier ones, might they also
have a validity of their own?
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Resources for this session 
 
URLs in the leader guide 
 
“Revisiting the Legacy of John Howard Yoder”  
 
“The Failure to Bind and Loose: Responses to Yoder’s Sexual Abuse”  
 
“Mother Figure or Colonial Oppressor? Examining Queen Victoria’s Legacy after 
Winnipeg Statue Toppled”  
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Elizabeth Soto Albrecht and Dave Elkins are the presenters for unit 3. The videos are 
closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 

https://www.ambs.edu/revisiting-the-legacy-of-john-howard-yoder/
https://anabaptistworld.org/failure-bind-loose-responses-john-howard-yoders-sexual-abuse/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/queen-victoria-winnipeg-statues-residential-schools-colonialism-british-empire-1.6090322
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

