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Salt & Light, Fall 2022

God’s Plan for Freedom and Justice
Recommended Resources  

JOHN POWELL’S RECOMMENDATIONS

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. “The Danger of a Single Story.” Filmed July 2009. TED video, 18:33. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
Our lives and cultures are composed of many overlapping stories. We are impacted by these overlapping stories.  Nigerian 
novelist Chimamanda Adichie uses her life experiences to explore the implications of living a life that is one-dimensional. She 
warns that we risk understanding each other when we live and respond only to our story.

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. New York: New Press, 
2010. 
A new era in racial relationships was born with the election of Barack Obama as US President in 2008. It was seen as a new 
normal in which race was no longer an issue. Yet, his election began to showcase the disparity of racial justice in communities.

The New Jim Crow gives an account of a caste-like system in the United States that has resulted in millions of Black 
people locked in the criminal justice system. A new social order has become apparent. Black men in urban centers are held 
captive by the criminal justice system. Even though Jim Crow of the south has supposedly died, a new Jim Crow, the incar-
ceration of black men, has taken place nationally.

Race and social status are no longer justifications for discrimination; yet society has found a way to legally discriminate 
through the criminal justice system. When labeled a criminal, even in small cases, discrimination becomes legal. The author 
demonstrates that by disproportionally targeting black men for criminal acts, communities of color are devastated. 

A new caste system has been implemented.
This read is an excellent resource for exploring the dynamics of justice in the legal system.

DiAngelo, Robin J. White Fragility. Boston: Beacon Press, 2018
We live in a society where the resources are disproportionately shared with People of Color and marginalized peoples. This 
condition is a result of exploitation and systematic disenfranchisement. This condition has become the norm for operation-
alizing relationships.

White fragility is a state where white people retreat from relationships when confronted with racism and racial injustice. 
The author explores the ways that white people are emotionally affected by racially triggered stress. The response is anger, 
hostility, and defensiveness. The author uses her experiences and observations to explore the dynamics of white fragility.

For most white people, objectivity is the aim when responding to racial tension. Individualism guides this desire. 
Individualism is a myth since we thrive on collectivism. Thus, no one is objective. The author seeks to help White people 
recognize and proactively respond to racial tension.

White Fragility is particularly geared toward people who consider themselves liberal or progressive.

Harvey, Jennifer. Dear White Christians: For Those Still Longing for Racial Reconciliation. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
2nd ed., 2020.
The story of justice in a “civilized world” is complex. The onslaught of injustice for People of Color and marginalized peopls 
have given rise to the role that Christians play in the process. The rise of white supremacy, the killings of Black and Brown 
people at the hands of police and the inequity of the justice system creates a deeper racial, political, and socio-economic 
divide among us.

Dear White Christians points to a radical shift from reconciliation—the favorite solution of white people—to a strong 
focus for biblical justice. It’s a call for a modern Year of Jubilee.  Committed Christians are called to biblically inspired works 
of justice, opposing oppressive systems and structures. While making a biblical call for reparations, Jennifer Harvey shows a 
clear way toward racial justice. It moves beyond an analysis of “what is” to a vision of a justice-filled future. 

A must read for those looking to encapsulate their actions with biblical guidance.
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Sider, Ronald, J. I Am Not a Social Activist: Making Jesus the Agenda. Scottdale: Herald Press, 2008.
The current socio-political crisis yearns for a prophetic voice to speak into the void. Ron Sider’s I Am Not a Social Activist: 
Making Jesus the Agenda seeks to do that. He asks pivotal questions in the selected essays that can provide directions for 
addressing current issues. He calls for a radical concern for injustice and peacemaking. He encourages Christians to embrace 
the gospel when addressing political agendas. As followers of Christ seek more ways to engage the “powers,” Sider advocates 
making Jesus’ work and action the center of our Christian response. His is an evangelical’s approach to social justice con-
cerns that most evangelicals can embrace.

Thurman, Howard. Jesus and the Disinherited. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1949.
Jesus and the Disinherited, written in 1949, is a staple read for believers working for justice. While written for African 
Americans, it provides a prophetic message for all peoples.

Dr. Thurman seeks to answer the question, “What does Jesus offer to a people who live with their backs against the wall?” 
His experiences as a Black American Christian are quite relevant for today.

Dr. Thurman begins to answer the question by placing Jesus in context as a member of the Jewish minority under the 
power of the Roman Empire. He stood with the disinherited because he was one with them. Jesus demonstrates a need for 
inward transformation, and that fear or hate should not define our relationships. Only love for the other must define it.

His quote, “The basic fact is that Christianity as it was born in the mind of this Jewish teacher and thinker appears as a 
technique of survival for the oppressed. That it became, through the intervening years, a religion of the powerful and dom-
inant, used as an instrument of oppression, must not tempt us into believing that it was thus in the mind and life of Jesus.” 
provides a good introduction to the content.

For all people who feel that they are cornered and there’s no escape, you may want to read this book and ruminate over it.

PAUL LOEWEN’S RECOMMENDATIONS

My resources are intended for those with privilege, like me, who need that privilege exposed. These resources have been 
helpful to me in understanding injustice, both present-day and historical. I have listened to or watched each of these resources 
multiple times. They take time to digest.

Muller, Derek. “Is Success Luck or Hard Work?” Veritasium. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LopI4YeC4I&t 
In this short video, Derek takes a look at the role luck has to play in our success. For many reasons, we are prone to assuming 
we are the source of everything in our lives—both the good and the bad. It turns out this isn’t true, for us or others. This is 
a good window into understanding that, for the privileged, much of what we have was not earned; in this video that’s about 
luck and, in the following material, we’ll discover that what looks like luck or hard work is actually often injustice. 

Charles, Mark. “Race, Trauma, and the Doctrine of Discovery.” The January Series, lecture presented at Calvin 
University, Grand Rapids, MI, January 19, 2017. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYZ2rj2Jooc&t
Mark Charles, a Christian Navajo man and 2020 American presidential candidate, breaks down the history—from the early 
church to today—of how theology has been used to justify violence, racism, and injustice. Today, America is a systemically 
racist country—and Christian exceptionalism/supremacy has played a dominant part in that structure. 

Evans, Robert and Jason Petty. “Behind the Police.” Filmed June 14, 2020–January 15, 2021. Six-part podcast.
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1119-behind-the-police-63877803/
Evans and Petty (known as rap artist Propaganda) “draw a straight line from the darkest days of slavery to the murder of 
George Floyd and the mass violence American police meted out to their citizens [in 2020].” Along the way, they ask, “How 
did American police get so violent?” They expose the racial and socio-economic roots (and continuing influences) in our po-
lice forces—and the fact that many police forces originally started as slave patrols. Fair warning: this podcast contains graph-
ic descriptions of violence and explicit language. But if there’s ever an appropriate time and context for outrage, it’s here. 
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Mate, Gabor. “The Misunderstanding of Trauma by Society and the Medical Industry.” Filmed November 25, 2016, 
14:30. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-K2JTTdcmY
In this short video, Dr. Gabor Mate discusses the impacts of childhood trauma on addiction and mental wellbeing—and the 
general misunderstanding of the symptoms by the medical industry. In his book, In the Realm of Hungry Ghosts, Gabor 
argues that trauma—and particularly childhood trauma—is the primary driver in addictions today. Properly understood as 
a health crisis (instead of criminal activity), he offers hope where all attempts to wage a “war on drugs” have failed. This is 
particularly poignant because centuries of colonization, slavery, and systemic injustice created trauma for the marginalized—
historically, presently, and intergenerationally.  

Rothstein, Richard. “The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America.” Family 
Action Network. Filmed March 21, 2018, 1:33:23.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKsDq6DOOdY
In this lecture and the book of the same name, Richard Rothstein traces American federal government policy that led to 
de jure segregation (by law) instead of de facto segregation (by happenstance or personal choice). This includes segregated 
housing and subsidized suburban mortgages for whites. Since housing equity is the most common place to build wealth, these 
racist policies explain the fact that, even though Black income is, on average, a disturbing 60 percent of white income, Black 
wealth is, on average, a disgusting 10 percent of white wealth. 

RELATED HERALD PRESS RESOURCES

Free, downloadable study guides for some of these titles are available at HeraldPress.com/Study-Guides.

Augustine, Sarah. The Land Is Not Empty: Following Jesus in Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery. 2021.

Hart, Drew G. I. Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views Racism. 2016.

———. Who Will Be a Witness? Igniting Activism for God’s Justice, Love, and Deliverance. 2020.

Moore, Osheta. Dear White Peacemakers: Dismantling Racism with Grit and Grace. 2021. 

Stoltzfus, Regina Shands, and Tobin Miller Shearer. Been in the Struggle: Pursuing an Anti-racist Spirituality. 2021. 

Welch, Skot, and Rick Wilson. Plantation Jesus: Race, Faith, and a New Way Forward. 2018.


