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9. Mission in Strange and Dangerous Spaces —
Acts 16:13–33, NRSV
Acts 16 concerns itself in part with insiders and outsiders.  
Universities and colleges are bulwarks of inclusion and exclusion. Secularism is king. 
Anything else is suspect or just plain wrong. I recall professors haranguing their students 
about the evils of evangelicalism. Positive references to Christianity were rare and subject to 
censure. The supernatural was not a topic for conversation, except when it was raised simply 
to be dismissed.  

In consideration of this, any seemingly nonmaterial phenomenon must be in the distant past 
or poor, remote areas of the world. One professor became very agitated when a student 
suggested that witchcraft was a contemporary occurrence. Yet, at this same university, witch 
covens gathered regularly, and a local woman was arrested on charges of witchcraft for 
performing various incantations against individuals for money.  

Our comfort zones are like a series of not-always overlapping Venn diagrams. We may feel 
comfortable enough with reports of intense spiritual warfare from missionaries working with 
distant tribal societies, but not so much in our communities or congregations. We tend to 
confuse spiritual warfare with mental illness here in the West. In fact, one local psychiatric 
institution would only release its patients and consider them “cured” if they no longer 
professed any belief in God.  

One glaring exception to some of the above is the widespread popularity of the horror genre. 
This subject area reflects the contemporary scene where God is no longer in the picture, but 
Satan is very much alive. So, we have a recipe for both scaring the bejeebers out of people 
and implanting an ultimate sense of hopelessness (unless a “good” magician or other hero 
comes to the rescue). 

In ancient Rome, Christians were usually considered atheists because they did not pay 
homage to the accepted gods. They did not have an exemption (special status), as Jews did. 
Neither the polytheistic Romans nor the Jews recognized the infant church as having any 
valid standing; that is, without the official state religion of Rome or Judaism, early Christians 
could not claim any immunity from persecution. So when Paul performed an exorcism on the 
clairvoyant enslaved girl, her owners were able to drag him into court. Although Paul had the 
advantage of being a Roman citizen, most of his companions and coworkers did not.  

Ø What methods do cliques or organizations use to marginalize people and opinions that
do not seem to them to be appropriate, mainstream, or sufficiently “current”?

Ø Some magazines provide readers with rankings on the contemporary scene according
to “what’s hot” and “what’s not.” How can this approach be applied to religion and
theology?

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525438125


 

 

 
Ø Regarding Paul’s exorcism of the spirit of divination from the enslaved girl, could you 

provide any arguments against such a public display of spiritual one-upmanship? 
When is it good to be “the quiet in the land,” and when is it better to assert the power 
of the cross? 
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Resources for this session 
 
URLs in the leader guide 
 
Hezekiah Walker, “Every Praise” 
 
Leonard Cohen, “Hallelujah (Live in London)” 
 
Pentatonix, “Hallelujah”  
 
Not available—Michelle Hershberger, “Getting the Radical Back into Baptism: Webinar 
Presentation”  
 
“Lamenting Racism: Session 3 Clip,” MennoMedia,  
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Megan Westra and Benjamin Bixler are the presenters for unit 2. The videos are closed 
captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 

mailto:kmccabe57@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuuZMg6NVeA&ab_channel=HezekiahWalker
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrLk4vdY28Q&ab_channel=LeonardCohenVEVO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRP8d7hhpoQ&ab_channel=PentatonixVEVO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_1N6puoetg
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

