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7. Crossing Cultural Boundaries —
Acts 11:1–18, NRSV
Acts 11:1-18 focuses on the hospitality barrier between Jew and Gentile in terms of food. 
Other distinctions such as ethnicity, dress, language, religion, history, traditions, and politics 
are seemingly treated here as less important. Nonetheless, many aspects of Jewish culture 
have religious overtones. This is hinted at in the question Peter is met with in Jerusalem: 
“Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” (v. 3). 

We might assume, with the global expansion of fast-food chains, that food is no longer such 
a determinant of fellowship. Indeed, coffee shops and food courts are common places to 
meet with those of other cultural backgrounds. But in our world today, food is still an 
important indicator of with whom you share table fellowship. Vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-
free are just the beginning of a litany of special diets and personal or cultural preferences.  

In his book The Four Loves, C. S. Lewis wrote that friendship is the one form of natural love 
that is likely to transcend cultural, political, and religious differences, because it is based on 
shared personal interests. A friend and I enjoyed talking about our enthusiasm for literature 
and international politics and shared a background in teaching at the same university, 
although in different years. He was a Hindu priest, and therefore a vegetarian, as well as a 
connoisseur of Indian food. He was kind enough to accommodate me by moderating the 
spice level of the food he served me, although he might have preferred something hotter.  

Mennonite World Conference Assembly was held in Indonesia last week. The theme was 
“Following Jesus Together across Barriers.” If you were there, followed the event by 
livestream, or connected with participating friends on social media, you know the worship, 
fellowship, and food were wonderful experiences of being the global Anabaptist church of 
Jesus Christ together (see “MWC Assembly Crosses Barriers to Gather in Indonesia”). 

• What aspects of dining together promote fellowship and hospitality?

• Eating previously forbidden food is just one cultural boundary Peter was called to
cross. What else about this experience was previously unthinkable for him?

• What previously unthinkable boundaries is the Holy Spirit calling us to cross?
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Resources for this session 
 

• “The Apostle Paul: Acts 8–12,” BibleProject,  

 
• Acts 11:1–18 from The Message 

 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Megan Westra and Benjamin Bixlerr are the presenters for unit 2. The videos are closed 
captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-acts-2/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+11%3A1-18&version=MSG
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU



