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6. Eager Learner Meets Willing Messenger —
Acts 8:26–39, NRSV
During the last century or longer, nationalism has risen among the peoples of the world who 
were formerly dominated by large imperial powers such as Great Britain, France, Germany, 
and Russia. In much of the world, this movement is usually called anti-colonialism. The 
resulting clashes between established powers and liberation movements have often involved 
racial, linguistic, cultural, and religious differences.  

In Acts 8, the Holy Spirit takes the lead in breaking down boundaries between Philip the 
Evangelist and an Ethiopian eunuch, a government official. The interface between the 
evangelist and the hearer is smooth. In the oldest texts, there is no objection or qualification 
to the Ethiopian’s question: “What is to prevent me from being baptized?” (v. 36). In the 
modern world, however, many political and ideological distinctions exist between us and 
them. 

For many decades, the Vietnamese nationalist Ho Chi Minh sought to obtain American 
support for his attempts to overthrow the French colonial system in Indochina. However, the 
CIA, Pentagon, and military-industrial complex were opposed to establishing cordial 
relations. At the height of the Cold War, Ho Chi Minh’s movement was viewed as communist. 
When the French were finally driven out of Indochina, American authorities thought that it 
was in their best interests to fight the North Vietnamese to stop the spread of communism. 
In many parts of the world today, Christianity is regarded as a western religion and part of the 
colonial system. In India, for example, Hindu nationalists feel that it is their patriotic duty to 
burn down churches and mosques to establish India for the Hindus. A Christian friend from 
southern India recently wrote a book to establish that Christianity in India goes back to the 
apostle Thomas (“doubting Thomas”) in the first century, and that the connection with Syrian 
Christianity continued until the 13th century, when it was broken by the invading Mongols. 
Her purpose is to promote the understanding that Christianity is not a western religion that 
was only recently introduced to India by European traders and conquerors but is on par with 
other recognized Indian religions. 

• What are some misunderstandings in the current global community that may hinder
the efforts of Christian churches and ministries worldwide?

• In what ways may economic, political, religious, and ideological differences, past and
present, result in suspicion and conflict between the West and the other parts of
world?

• What role does nationalism play in religious matters and preferences, both in the West
and in the rest of the world?
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Resources for this session 
 

• “Philip and the Ethiopian,”  
• Joyce Maxwell, “Partnership and Persecution: Ethiopia’s Meserete Kristos 

Church,”  
• Andrew Mashas, “Buried, We Will Grow: The Story of the Meserete Kristos 

Church,”  
• Resources at “Intercultural Church: Planting a Transformational Seed,” Mennonite 

Church Canada. 
• Paula Killough, The “M” Word: My Personal Awakening to God’s Work, Missio Dei 

(Mennonite Mission Network, 2017) 
• “How to Pray Using Scripture,” New International Version blog 

 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Megan Westra and Benjamin Bixlerr are the presenters for unit 2. The videos are closed 
captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 

https://www.tedandcompany.com/product/philip-and-the-ethiopian/
https://mcc.org/centennial/100-stories/partnership-persecution-ethiopias-meserete-kristos-church
https://mcc.org/centennial/100-stories/partnership-persecution-ethiopias-meserete-kristos-church
https://www.anabaptistwitness.org/journal_entry/buried-we-will-grow/
https://www.anabaptistwitness.org/journal_entry/buried-we-will-grow/
https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/intercultural-church
https://www.mennonitemission.net/resources/publications/Missio Dei/354/The %22M%22 word
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/how-to-pray-scripture/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

