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5. A New Community of Beliievers —
Acts 2:37–47, NRSV

With Pentecost, something very new was born. Pouring the new wine of the Holy Spirit into 
the old wineskins of Judaism was no longer possible. The very first converts not only shared 
communal meals and worshiped together but also practiced sharing possessions and goods 
(Acts 2:44–45). How and why did this come about? 

It may have been defensive at first, as when, on the evening of Christ’s resurrection, the 
disciples huddled together behind locked doors “for fear of the Jews” (John 20:19). But signs 
of a new order were already happening; for example, when Jesus, from the cross, united his 
mother, Mary, with his disciple John as mother and son (John 19:26–27). During the time 
when the 12 disciples shared in Jesus’ ministry, they had experienced working closely 
together and sharing resources. After Jesus’ ascension, they gathered in an upper room with 
other believers and “with one accord devoted themselves to prayer” (Acts 1:14).  

It seems very likely that the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost and the resulting gifts of the 
Spirit led the disciples and the new converts in this direction. Some of the many pilgrims 
present at Peter’s discourse possibly did not have a local synagogue or family connections in 
Jerusalem. The Jewish leaders had determined to excommunicate believers in Christ (John 
9:22b). Whatever the specific causes, the outcome was a very close fellowship among the 
believers. In fact, the church became their family. 

This practice of “primitive communism” did not last very long in the early church, although the 
spirit of sharing lived on. Nowadays, new converts to the faith are not expected to dispose of 
their property and distribute their goods. They may be asked to contribute to the good of the 
church and sometimes to give a tithe or another specific percentage of their income.  
Certain sects continue this practice of communal living, such as the Amish. Sometimes cults 
may use communes as a control mechanism. They may encourage young recruits to pledge 
complete commitment, marry within the sect, and live entirely within the sectarian bubble. An 
acquaintance of mine who spent a decade inside one of these sects said that she 
appreciated their times of close fellowship and the cooperative spirit of working together 
more than anything else.  

• What are the distinguishing marks of a Christian community today?
• What new practices of living in community are essential for us as the body of Christ?
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Resources for this session 
 

• “Prayer: Merciful God of Compassion,” Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
• Martin Navarro, “Stewardship and Economic Justice,” August 4, 2017  
• “Global Church Sharing Fund,” Mennonite World Conference  
• Katie West, “Transforming Agri-Food Systems to Benefit Small-Scale 

Producers,” Mennonite Economic Development Associates, May 27, 2021 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Megan Westra and Benjamin Bixlerr are the presenters for unit 2. The videos are closed 
captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 

https://foodgrainsbank.ca/resources/prayer-merciful-god-of-compassion/
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/stewardship-economic-justice/
https://mennoniteworldconference.org/global-church-sharing-fund
https://www.meda.org/news/blog/transforming-agri-food-systems-to-benefit-small-scale-producers/?broken_link_location=direct_traffic_or_unknown&broken_link=https://www.meda.org/blog/%20transforming-agri-food-systems-to-benefit-small-scale-producers/
https://www.meda.org/news/blog/transforming-agri-food-systems-to-benefit-small-scale-producers/?broken_link_location=direct_traffic_or_unknown&broken_link=https://www.meda.org/blog/%20transforming-agri-food-systems-to-benefit-small-scale-producers/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

