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2. Wisdom as a Gift of the Spirit —
1 Corinthians 2:10–16, NRSV

Whenever we examine any Christian doctrine or belief, we are likely to come to a place 
where we sense an element of mystery. As Jesus said of the Spirit, “The wind blows where it 
chooses . . . but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes” (John 3:8). 
Sometimes we may get hints of something unusual, as when a person of very limited mental 
ability demonstrates surprising emotional and spiritual maturity. Then we are taken aback, 
somewhat like the people of Nazareth when Jesus returned to the synagogue: “Where did 
this man get all this [knowledge]? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? . . . Is not 
this the carpenter?” (Mark 6:2–3). 

The world encourages us to look to the wealth, power, influence, and popularity of those 
whom we idolize. Even Aristotle thought that “good looks” were an important adjunct to living 
the good life. Moreover, we can imagine how difficult things would become for a pop singer 
who testified to their Christian beliefs. On the once-popular Canadian Idol program, all the 
judges agreed that a contestant who sang a well-known Christian song had thereby publicly 
embarrassed himself on network television. As Paul told the Corinthians, “Those who are 
unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them” (1 
Corinthians 2:14). 

Like many cities of today’s world, Corinth was a highly competitive commercial center. It is 
not surprising, then, that certain notions of “success” found their way into the congregation. 
For example, if Apollos was more eloquent and better-looking than Paul, why not follow him 
instead? Throughout his letters, Paul had occasion to call local churches back to a focus on 
Jesus: “Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 
Corinthians 1:13). 

More than this, Paul says that the essence of Christianity is spiritually discerned. Having a 
good education, eloquence, or a prominent social position does not provide insight into the 
message of the gospel. In recent years, a school of (mainly British) atheists has established 
itself in popular culture through its markedly critical, dismissive, and contemptuous 
castigation of religion. Such writers can talk about, around, over, and under Christianity. That 
is, they know about Jesus. But they don’t know Jesus. Genuine belief is totally foreign to 
them.  

Paul explains why such generic criticisms fail to address what being a Christian means. This 
failure to grasp the central message of the Gospels is also a danger for Christian 
congregations themselves, such as the church in Corinth.  
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Resources for this session 

• Two reproducible resources for this lesson are available on our website. 
 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach and Ron Tinsley are the presenters for unit 1. The videos 
are closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
 

https://www.mennomedia.org/salt-light-supplements/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

