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1. The Holy Spirit Gives Gifts —
Acts 2, NRSV

On May 21, a storm crossed from Michigan to Ontario near Sarnia. Gradually gaining 
strength, the storm reached 120 km/hr (74m/hr) by the time it hit Toronto. Within eight 
minutes, the storm leveled the town of Uxbridge, northeast of Toronto, with tornado-force 
winds of 190 km/hr (118m/hr.). During its 1,100-kilometer (683-mile) trek through Ontario, the 
“mighty wind” bowled over thousands of telephone poles and trees, knocked out power for 
over 600,000 homes, and resulted in 10 deaths from falling trees and branches. Many 
observers responded: “We’ve never seen anything like this before!” 

What do you say or do when unprecedented experiences occur? When the Holy Spirit 
descended upon the infant church on Pentecost, Peter was called upon to explain what was 
happening, which included refuting the slander that the Spirit-filled believers were merely 
drunk. Since the crowds that gathered were Jewish believers, he naturally went to the 
Hebrew Scriptures for corroboration that this miraculous event was God’s doing. Peter cited 
the prophet Joel regarding the Lord’s promise to pour out the Holy Spirit “on all flesh” (Acts 2: 
17//Joel 2:28–29). But Peter doesn’t stop there; he goes on to suggest that God’s judgment 
and wrath—of the kind which we would associate with the “end times” (Joel 2:30–32a)—are 
about to fall upon his listeners! 

While the Old Testament concept of “the day of the LORD” doesn’t quite fit the 
circumstances of Pentecost, it does contain an important reference to God pouring out his 
Spirit “in the last days.” Otherwise, it celebrates, or trembles at, God’s vengeance on sinners, 
as Isaiah says: “See, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to make 
the earth a desolation, and to destroy its sinners from it” (13:9). 

Pundit Marshall McLuhan maintained that we see today’s events through a rear-view mirror. 
McLuhan liked to say that in the 1950s and 60s, the Hollywood western was often the way 
we saw ourselves. In our psyche, we were living in “Bonanza land.” Likewise, for a long time, 
the early churches saw themselves as Jewish believers, and several centuries passed before 
the New Testament writings occupied a status equal to the Old Testament.  

Ø Where do you see the expected movement of the Holy Spirit today?
Ø What are specific ways you are involved in the Spirit’s activity?
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Resources for this session 

URLs 
• Pentecost images

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/slides/Bx_DayofPentecost.pdf
• “Acts 1–7,” The Bible Project’s video depiction of Pentecost,

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-acts-1/ (0:00 through 2:47)

• For a lighter take on the story of Pentecost, see “Pentecost,” Ted & Company,
https://www.tedandcompany.com/videos/pentecost-video-download/

• Mennonite World Conference articles:
o Elizabeth Kunjam, “A Rush of Violent Wind,” November 15, 2018,

https://mennoniteworldconference.org/courier/stories/rush-violent-wind
o Alfred Neufeld, “The Gift of the Holy Spirit in the 16th Century and Today,”

November 15, 2018, https://mennoniteworldconference.org/stories/gift-holy-spirit-
16th-century-and-today

Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach and Ron Tinsley are the presenters for unit 1. The videos 
are closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
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