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13. Keeping Up with God’s Generosity —
2 Corinthians 9:5–15, NRSV

Righteous Words Alone Are Meaningless  

Through which lens do you view your world? 

As an American with obvious African ancestry, my view is much different from the 
Eurocentric view. This world has abundant gifts. Enough for everyone. Why the hoarding? 
Why the mean-spirited actions to take life that you did not create? In God’s community, the 
table has a seat for everyone. Every person has value. This is the way. No matter your 
station in life, you have value. 

God provides what each person needs. Whether you plant, nurture, or harvest. Everyone 
eats. If you sew, design, or manufacture, your part is integral. What a glorious place this 
would be if we could just focus on our gifts, share them, and pass on our knowledge to the 
children. Then they could be confident in their vision and share their gifts. 

The negativity unleashed in the world today will be all-consuming unless we rethink our 
stand. You are either with God or against God. There is no middle ground. Your actions tell 
the tale. Words are meaningless if they don’t align with your actions. 

Servant leaders understand this: you serve to love, love to live, live to serve. 

—Greg Battle, battlegregory1@gmail.com 

I’m inspired by two terms from this session. “Engracement” is James Dunn’s word (Salt & 
Light, p. 77) for a “sense of privilege”—coming from receiving the abundance of God’s 
grace—at being asked to give of ourselves as a form of thanks.  

Lamppost Farm is a local Christian ministry. Its owners are eloquent interpreters, in words 
and agrarian actions, of God’s infinite provision through creation. Their solar-powered 
pastures give four-footed and two-footed livestock a lush diet and a happy life. The humility 
and wonder that these farmers express in their approach to sharing food and experiences 
made me feel privileged to serve on their board. Our collaboration produced an additional 
sliver of unity among Jesus-followers of this world. 

“Divine ecojustice” (S&L, p. 78) is cast here as redistribution from people having plenty to 
those who have less. But how about the current drought-induced crisis for the operators of 
the Lake Mead water system, who face having to cut water for electricity generation (to keep 
on lights, respirators, and air conditioners) or agricultural irrigation (to grow tomatoes, 
almonds, and alfalfa). Here, choosing foods grown with less water can help everyone charge 
their laptops a bit longer. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A5%E2%80%9315&version=NRSVA
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Ø How can you help everyone in your community share in God’s abundant provision of 

clean water, fresh air, and healthy food? 
 
 
—Greg Bowman, GMBowman33@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Gregory Edwin Battle is a 66-year-old Black American elder and AV 
minister at Lee Heights Community Church, Cleveland, Ohio. He is a proud 
father, son, husband, brother, uncle, and neighbor. Greg’s favorite 
Scripture is Micah 6:6–8 and his favorite saying is, “Everything I know is 
subject to revision, especially what I know to be the truth” (Narcotics 
Anonymous textbook). We do recover. 

 
 
 

Greg Bowman and his wife, Ellen, live as active retirees in the 
northeastern Ohio community and congregation where they were 
reared. Previously living in other rural, suburban, and urban communities 
has humbled and challenged Greg as to God's ways of working in and 
beyond "the church." He is alert for God's transforming moves in his 
community as he keeps on gardening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 
“Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation” 
 
 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Lana Miller is the presenter for unit 2. The videos are now closed captioned, free, and 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel.  
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https://www.bread.org/library/racial-wealth-gap-learning-simulation
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

