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10. Tithing as Stewardship of God’s Resources —
Deuteronomy 14:22–29, NRSV 

Are you surprised when I write the words Deuteronomy, party, and church fellowship hall in 
the same sentence? But isn’t that a good rendering of Deuteronomy 14:25b–29 in a North 
American Anabaptist context?  

Deuteronomy 14 urges us to gather our households in church basements with rich meats, 
wine, and even ice cream (or “whatever you wish”; v. 26) to rejoice together with God. But 
that location, so familiar to churchgoers, might be way too limiting if these words really are—
as the quoted Patrick Miller believes—a poetic prophesy of the coming of God’s kingdom 
(S&L, p. 58). In that case, God could be calling believers to share their tithed food and drink 
in much more public places that God makes just as holy: urban parks, community gardens, 
and town squares across the country. 

I suspect you also hadn’t thought much about the concept of tithing as a foretaste of glory 
either. This passage really challenges my long-held, fairly unexamined association of tithing 
with seriousness, thrift, and scrimping. Sharing freely with the landless community so that 
God can bless all my future work stretches my imagination. It’s as if God is daring us to trust 
in God’s abundance more than our productivity. 

—Greg Bowman, GMBowman33@gmail.com 

Tithe: A unique perspective 

One of the main reasons I stayed away from church, never trusted many different religions, 
and wandered through the world with my own understanding of God for so long was because 
of the issue of tithing. Again, I have a unique perspective.  

God asks me to give from my first fruits. When I awaken each day and know who I am and 
where I am, that is the first fruit. This unpromised day, this opportunity to do better, is the first 
blessing of today. I try to give 10 percent of my time to serving another person. I never know 
when or how it will come about. Still, I am willing to trust God’s leading of my spirit and do 
what becomes apparent to me in real time. 

Every blessing God has given me responsibility for has a financial component. I am one 
hundred percent sure that God doesn’t want me to lose the blessings. Therefore, I use my 
finances as well as I can. I teasingly tell people that I am living on God’s checkbook. Tithing 
is not about the money but about the relationship of trust. 

Ø Do you trust God enough to follow God’s lead when those around you want you to do
something else?

—Greg Battle, battlegregory1@gmail.com 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+14%3A22%E2%80%9329+&version=NRSV
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Gregory Edwin Battle is a 66-year-old Black American elder and AV 
minister at Lee Heights Community Church, Cleveland, Ohio. He is a proud 
father, son, husband, brother, uncle, and neighbor. Greg’s favorite 
Scripture is Micah 6:6–8 and his favorite saying is, “Everything I know is 
subject to revision, especially what I know to be the truth” (Narcotics 
Anonymous textbook). We do recover. 

 
 
 

Greg Bowman and his wife, Ellen, live as active retirees in the 
northeastern Ohio community and congregation where they were 
reared. Previously living in other rural, suburban, and urban communities 
has humbled and challenged Greg as to God's ways of working in and 
beyond "the church." He is alert for God's transforming moves in his 
community as he keeps on gardening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 
“Bless the Work of Our Hands, O God” (Sing the Story 157; available for this session at 
https://www.mennomedia.org/salt-light-supplements/) 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Lana Miller is the presenter for unit 2. The videos are now closed captioned, free, and 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel.  
 
 

https://www.mennomedia.org/salt-light-supplements
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

