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8. Meditating on God’s Creation —
Psalm 104:10-30, NRSV 
Life connections: water and relationships 

Mni Wiconi—“Water is life!”—is the 2016 cry from the Standing Rock Sioux-led movement to 
protect water quality in the US northern plains from the risks of the oil pipeline expansion. 
Psalm 104 gives an eloquent proclamation of the life-enhancing potential of free-flowing 
water. Yet, water is also a toxic vector when humans discharge waste into it. 

Tribal groups in south Louisiana have experienced a whipsaw effect in terms of water’s 
potential. They saw a vast system of floodplains and wetlands go from affording abundant 
livelihoods for centuries to becoming despoiled and degraded. Their fishing, trapping, 
shellfishing, hunting, and wild plant harvesting and crafting have been diminishing since the 
1900s when oil was discovered in parishes (counties) along the Gulf of Mexico. Oil drilling 
disturbed the delicate wetland zones (each with its specific food species), beginning the 
process of saltwater intrusion and massive wetland loss in recent decades. Levees along the 
Mississippi River slashed the historic annual influx of fertile silt, even as the Mississippi 
became a virtual sewer for midwestern agricultural wastes, creating vast toxic zones in the 
Gulf. Hurricanes have exacerbated the problem. 

How can we pay more attention to the renewal of the “face of the ground” (v. 30)? 

—Greg Bowman, GMBowman33@gmail.com 

This psalm shows a writer who is a careful observer of how the created world works—and 
works together. The psalmist reveals insights from what we today call the scientific field of 
ecology—the study of how organisms interact with their environment and other organisms 
(“Ecology,” Biology Dictionary). 

I agree, there is no life without clean water. Yet I see connections and interconnections with 
all of God’s creation—the ecology of humanity. Relationships are at the core of our 
existence. The more I meditate, the more I realize how important relationships are to God. 
God chose to make plenty of differences from the beginning.  

Among families, several types of blends are seen. Among our classmates, many families are 
represented. We are coworkers, representing many cultures, combined for a purpose. The 
beauty of diversity is God’s joy, and Jesus came to save it all. 

What does the Lord require of me? “To act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with [my] 
God” (Micah 6:8). 

Ø In what new ways can we try to take care of each other?
Ø How is the diversity of God’s creation a plus?

—Greg Battle, battlegregory1@gmail.com 
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Gregory Edwin Battle is a 66-year-old Black American elder and AV 
minister at Lee Heights Community Church, Cleveland, Ohio. He is a proud 
father, son, husband, brother, uncle, and neighbor. Greg’s favorite 
Scripture is Micah 6:6–8 and his favorite saying is, “Everything I know is 
subject to revision, especially what I know to be the truth” (Narcotics 
Anonymous textbook). We do recover. 

 
 
 

Greg Bowman and his wife, Ellen, live as active retirees in the 
northeastern Ohio community and congregation where they were 
reared. Previously living in other rural, suburban, and urban communities 
has humbled and challenged Greg as to God's ways of working in and 
beyond "the church." He is alert for God's transforming moves in his 
community as he keeps on gardening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Lana Miller is the presenter for unit 2. The videos are now closed captioned, free, and 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

