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7. The Empty Tomb —
Mark 16:1-8, NRSV 
Seeking to be faithful, here and beyond 

Death is a personal topic. Not being raised in a church, I came up with my own 
understanding of death and could never understand the hysteria surrounding some funerals. 
I thoroughly believe we each have a piece of God in us. And since God’s word never returns 
empty (see Isaiah 55:11), each day I awaken, there is something for me to learn and 
something for me to do. For when I have learned all and done all I should, I’ll take my place 
with the ancestors, and my spirit energy will be assigned somewhere else.  

The women at the cross went to the tomb to fulfill their religious obligation of that time. In 
their state of shock, they forgot all that the Savior prophesied. He learned what he needed to 
know and was doing all that needed to be done. He showed the greatest love to his Father’s 
creations. 

People today want service but don’t want to serve. They want to be thought of as educated 
but don’t want to be taught. They want respect but don’t want to earn it. We are each holding 
a place in time. I pray that I have been a faithful and trusted servant. 

—Greg Battle, battlegregory1@gmail.com 

The thought of Jesus as a “lifelong learner” is new to me. Only late in life have I come upon 
the practice of Christian formation (seeking to become more Christlike through spiritual 
disciplines). So after a life of focusing on the “doing” of discipleship, I’m asking God to re-
form my “be-ing.” In the midst of his ministry and miracles, was Jesus also seeking to be 
more perfectly formed into his Sonship? 

I wonder what kind of spiritual disciplines came naturally to him—even as a teenager and 
young adult, as he wrestled with being a Jewish Messiah for all the world. Perhaps his 
Gethsemane prayer, asking if “this cup” of crucifixion could pass, was his final question as 
God’s student-Son before he fully understood the totality of his identity. 

The three women probably believed, like most Jews of their era, that the dead went to a 
place of waiting for eventual resurrection in a messianic future.1 To learn that Jesus was 
resurrected already—yet still on earth—must have been as shocking to them as the empty 
tomb. Their learning curve in the months ahead must have been a steep one. 

Ø How do you mix doing and being in your spiritual walk?

—Greg Bowman, GMBowman33@gmail.com 

1. Bart Ehrman, “On Early Judaism and Its Conception of the Afterlife,” Literary Hub, April 8, 2020.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A1-8&version=NRSV
maiilto:battlegregory1@gmail.com�
mailto:GMBowman33@gmail.com
https://lithub.com/on-early-judaism-and-its-conception-of-the-afterlife/


 

 

 
Gregory Edwin Battle is a 66-year-old Black American elder and AV 
minister at Lee Heights Community Church, Cleveland, Ohio. He is a proud 
father, son, husband, brother, uncle, and neighbor. Greg’s favorite 
Scripture is Micah 6:6–8 and his favorite saying is, “Everything I know is 
subject to revision, especially what I know to be the truth” (Narcotics 
Anonymous textbook). We do recover. 

 
 
 

Greg Bowman and his wife, Ellen, live as active retirees in the 
northeastern Ohio community and congregation where they were 
reared. Previously living in other rural, suburban, and urban communities 
has humbled and challenged Greg as to God's ways of working in and 
beyond "the church." He is alert for God's transforming moves in his 
community as he keeps on gardening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Duane Beck is the presenter for unit 1. The videos are now closed captioned, free, and 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel.  
 
URL  
 “COVID-19: Katie Couric Interviews Funeral Director John Sisto,” Time, April 27, 2020, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQ7leEctPBI&t=19s. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQ7leEctPBI&t=19s

