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5. A Disciple’s Patient Wait —
Mark 13:5-8, 28-37, NRSV 
Being Servants of Love in Active, Patient Waiting 

We are ruled by fear. We are conditioned to be afraid. We fear living and risk-taking. We fear 
losing things we never had. We fear someone having more than we have, which means we 
have less. We think it means we lost out. You got what was supposed to be mine. We fear 
the other, the one who doesn’t look like me, talk like me, live like me, or even pray like me. 
But Jesus warns his disciples.  

It is easy to misunderstand the stated warning, “Beware.” It means be aware not be afraid. 
And because only God the Father knows the day, hour, or time of Jesus’ coming, we must be 
aware of how we are living, what we are doing, and how we are representing him. We are 
called to root all our encounters with love. I know in my heart that I will be judged on my 
actions.  

To whom did I show love—the houseless, the hungry, the naked, the antagonist, the mentally 
impaired, the marginalized, and disenfranchised? All are a part of God’s creation. I am only 
to decide how to love, serve, and help them. 

—Greg Battle, battlegregory1@gmail.com 

“Patient waiting” is proving to be an increasingly rare commodity, in the United States at this 
point, in our cultural history. Our toxic political atmosphere, in the past decade, damages our 
ability to cope with the continuing COVID-19 public health challenge. All this is overlayed by 
yet another round of “Whitelash” in opposition to the George Floyd-era uprising for racial 
justice and now also by the dread of spreading a norm-shattering military conflict in Europe a 
month after Russia’s brutal war to dominate Ukraine. 

Back in the complacent days of the 1990s, the bumper sticker, “If You’re Not Outraged, 
You’re Not Paying Attention!” made sense. Now manufacturing outrage has become the go-
to motivational tool for spiking attention and adrenaline in the public arena. Critical thinking 
with nuance and consideration of long-term consequences is largely bypassed for short-term 
impact. It takes real faith in a coming conquering Lamb with real gospel convictions to resist 
rash action and the cheap thrill of social media trashing of “the other.”  

Ø Do you believe that accepting misinformation that is “too good” not to be true inspires
conspiracy theories . . . and erodes a community’s ability to have honest
conversations about essential faith and values . . . to wait patiently . . . to be aware?

—Greg Bowman, GMBowman33@gmail.com 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A5%E2%80%938%2C+28%E2%80%9337+&version=NRSV
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Gregory Edwin Battle is a 66-year-old Black American elder and AV 
minister at Lee Heights Community Church, Cleveland, Ohio. He is a proud 
father, son, husband, brother, uncle, and neighbor. Greg’s favorite 
Scripture is Micah 6:6–8 and his favorite saying is, “Everything I know is 
subject to revision, especially what I know to be the truth” (Narcotics 
Anonymous textbook). We do recover. 

 
 
 

Greg Bowman and his wife, Ellen, live as active retirees in the 
northeastern Ohio community and congregation where they were 
reared. Previously living in other rural, suburban, and urban communities 
has humbled and challenged Greg as to God's ways of working in and 
beyond "the church." He is alert for God's transforming moves in his 
community as he keeps on gardening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 
URLs in the participant guide: 

• “Our Noisy Minds” podcast 
• patience test 
• “What If Jesus Came Today?”  

 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Duane Beck is the presenter for unit 1. The videos are now closed captioned, free, and 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 

https://hiddenbrain.org/podcast/our-noisy-minds/
http://www.psychologies.co.uk/test-how-impatient-are-you
http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-if-jesus-came-today.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

