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1. Understanding Jesus’ Identity —
Mark 8:27-38, NRSV 

“Following . . . When It’s Hard 

Uncut, no chaser, Jesus chastised Peter—the disciple who took Jesus aside to speak a 
protective word so the healings and miracles would continue. But BAM!!! “Get behind me, 
Satan!” (v. 33). I’ve often felt like issuing that rebuke too when I’m tempted to center on 
myself rather than on my Savior—when life comes at me in ways I don’t want to accept. 
Can I honestly say being Black in America is any better than 60 or 100 years ago? When I 
take my mind off the things of God, I honestly believe I should “have it my way.” When I am 
affronted, I don’t even see the cross, let alone want to take the way of the cross. What kept 
the disciples together when Jesus kept calling them away from wanting their way to walking 
his way? Can I find the power and strength to follow Jesus through hard places—even to 
death?  

Find your cross. It is waiting for you to grab it and go. 

—Gregory Battle, BattleGregory1@gmail.com 

Peter’s career as a self-appointed protector for Jesus was quite short. He had scored big with 
his profound confession, “You are the Messiah” (v. 29) but apparently wasn’t able to accept 
the parts about suffering, rejection, and death that Jesus proclaimed came next.  

So, am I that different, grasping some spiritual truth, then faltering when it becomes clear that 
walking in that way is the way of loss, sacrifice, and personal cost? Am I even willing to be 
uncomfortable enough in my Whiteness to go beyond listening when Gregory walks me 
through the racially painful parts of his life? Willing to figure out, with his leading, what it 
means for a 70-year-old White guy to finally start acting in ways that challenge the racial 
status quo in my world?  

I’m glad that Jesus merely rebuked Peter and didn’t kick him out. Maybe Peter was told, “Get 
behind me to follow me.” There’s grace on this journey. I hope there is also space when we 
falter or fail but then get back up to continue walking with Jesus. 

—Greg Bowman, GMBowman33@gmail.com 

Ø What feels most costly to you about “walking in the Jesus way” where you worship,
work, and relate to family?

Ø When you are called to love another person, why is it so easy to put conditions on that
love?

Ø What is your commitment toward living out a costly stand for biblical racial justice?
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Gregory Edwin Battle is a 66-year-old Black American elder and AV 
minister at Lee Heights Community Church, Cleveland, Ohio. He is a proud 
father, son, husband, brother, uncle, and neighbor. Greg’s favorite 
Scripture is Micah 6:6–8 and his favorite saying is, “Everything I know is 
subject to revision, especially what I know to be the truth” (Narcotics 
Anonymous textbook). We do recover. 

 
 
 

Greg Bowman and his wife, Ellen, live as active retirees in the 
northeastern Ohio community and congregation where they were 
reared. Previously living in other rural, suburban, and urban communities 
has humbled and challenged Greg as to God's ways of working in and 
beyond "the church." He is alert for God's transforming moves in his 
community as he keeps on gardening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 
Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Melody Pannell of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is the presenter for unit 3. The videos are now 
closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

