
 

 

February 27, 2022 
 
13. Making Disciples of Jesus —  
Matthew 28:16-20, NRSV 
 
Typically, when we think about Jesus’ great commission, we think about the act of going out 
and creating disciples. We picture Jesus saying these words, beginning the movement, and 
the disciples telling people about Jesus.  
 
If you grew up in a church like mine, this text came to life whenever you were going on a 
mission or service trip. And if you grew up in an evangelical church as I did, you may have 
been given Bible tracts to distribute. Or maybe someone told you that you needed to always 
share the gospel with everyone you met. No matter how you were taught to embody this text, 
it always pointed outward. We as Christians are called to look outward and share the gospel. 
While I still hold to this outward focus, it is easy to see where we Christians have gotten it 
wrong. The church has used this passage to justify the taking of land and the destruction of 
cultures. Michael Pahl correctly points out that Jesus’ way of making disciples and coming 
into power was noncoercive (Salt & Light, p. 77). Jesus’ love and care for people are what 
convinced them to follow him. While we focus on the going-out part of the great commission, 
we often miss the teaching portion. Jesus has taught us the way, and we also are to teach 
others.  
 
We do not force the ways of Jesus down the throats of people. We do not try to coerce them 
to accept Christ just to prevent eternal damnation. We are called to show people who Jesus 
is by the way we live. We are called to invite everyone to believe in Jesus and find new life in 
the kingdom of God. If Jesus is our teacher, then we need to live as Jesus lived—a life in 
service to other people.  
 
Many of us are good at talking the talk, but are we willing to walk the walk? We cannot use 
the methods the world has taught us. We cannot steal, kill, and destroy our way into making 
new disciples. What Christ commissions us to do is to share God’s love that we have 
experienced with all people. We teach with our lives as Christ taught with his. 
 

Ø How have you been taught to understand the great commission? 
Ø How are you participating in the great commission today? 
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Resources for this session 

Looking for participant guide page numbers in the leader guide? The page numbers in 
the leader guide work for both guides. 

Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Melody Pannell of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is the presenter for unit 3. The videos are now 
closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 

We are grateful to Jerrell Williams for encouraging us to “participate in God’s reality” 
as we studied this winter series. 

Gregory Battle and Gregory Bowman, two friends and brothers in the Lord who live in 
eastern Ohio, will be our Salt & Light writers for our spring study, Disciples and 
Stewards. Join us! 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

