
 

 

February 13, 2022 
 
11. Shine Your Light to the World —  
Matthew 5:13-16, NRSV 
 
My congregation has an interesting tradition—the lighting of the peace lamp. I have seen this 
in other Mennonite churches too. Some churches bring attention to the lighting during the 
service and others, ours included, light it before the service. When I first arrived at this 
church, one of the senior members had a conversation with me about the peace lamp. I had 
neglected to light it for several Sundays, so it just sat there on the organ, unlit. It was not 
intentional. I just did not think about it each Sunday. This brother told me that he would really 
appreciate the lamp being lit for the service. For him, it represented Christ’s presence, not 
only with us but with those around the world. It is a sign of Christ’s light reaching us and 
others. 
 
“No one after lighting a lamp put it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all in the house” (Matthew 5:15). Jesus’ words speak of our responsibility to the 
world. We are called to let our lights shine so that others can see God’s glory (v. 16). We can 
testify and share God’s goodness. Faith is not just personal; it’s also communal. Yes, we 
have personal theological ideas about who God is. We also have our experiences of God. 
But what is important is how our faith and ideas about God translate into our treatment of 
people. 
 
If we believe that God loves creation, then we too need to love creation. If we believe that 
God cares about peace and justice in the world, then we too need to strive for peace and 
justice. We share God’s light everywhere we go. We cannot keep the good news to 
ourselves. It should motivate us to go out and “show God’s love to others through acts of 
justice and mercy in bright and ‘salty’ ways” (Salt & Light, p. 62).  
 
Consider these questions this week: 

Ø How can you be the salt of the earth in your context? 
Ø How can you share God’s light with your community? 
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Resources for this session 

Looking for participant guide page numbers in the leader guide? The page numbers in 
the leader guide work for both guides. 

An S&L Reproducible is available for this session at www.MennoMedia.org/salt-light-
supplements 
 

Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Melody Pannell of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is the presenter for unit 3. The videos are now 
closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
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