
 

 

February 6, 2022 
 
10. Love God, Love Neighbor —  
Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:34-40, NRSV 
 
The influential Black writer, bell hooks, who died December 15, 2021, wrote in her book, 
Outlaw Culture: Resisting Representations:  
 

The moment we choose to love, we begin to move against domination, against 
oppression. The moment we choose to love, we begin to move toward freedom, to act 
in ways that liberate ourselves and others. That action is the testimony of love as the 
practice of freedom. (2015, p. 250) 

 
In Matthew 22:34–40, Jesus teaches us the importance of love for God and for our 
neighbors. The problem we as Christians face today is that hate is so readily assessable. 
Our “love” of God can easily drift into a place of hate for our neighbors. At times, our love for 
one neighbor can lead us to hate another. I found this to be true as I became more involved 
in community organizing. I found myself hating those who I believe were contributing to the 
oppression others were facing. 
 
The challenge I continue to face is how to love all my neighbors. I want to, but I also realize 
that sometimes my commitments to peace and justice lead me into conflict with others who 
may have another vision for what this looks like. I believe that Christ calls us to make love the 
center of all we do. The reason for social action is love, even when love is hard. The reason 
we advocate for the oppressed is that we love both God and our neighbors, even our 
neighbors with whom we disagree.  
 
Many times, we confuse love with agreeing. Agreement is not a prerequisite for love. Jesus 
even goes so far as to command us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute 
us. You will disagree with some people. You are an enemy of some people, especially when 
you are involved in the work of peace and justice. The hard news is that we are still 
commanded to love the disagreeable and enemies. 
 
Consider these questions as you study these Scriptures this week: 
 

Ø Currently, what difficulties have you experienced in loving others? 
Ø How can you express love for others without compromising your beliefs? 
Ø We are commanded to love God and our neighbors. How can we do this while still 

advocating for the oppressed in our world? 
Ø When have you seen or experienced the results of the love choice that bell hooks 

identified? 
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Resources for this session 

Looking for participant guide page numbers in the leader guide? The page numbers in 
the leader guide work for both guides. 

An S&L Reproducible is available for this session at www.MennoMedia.org/salt-light-
supplements 
 

Salt & Light Videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session. 
Pastor Jennifer Davis Sensenig of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is the presenter for unit 2. The 
videos are now closed captioned, free, and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. 
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