
 

 

January 9, 2021 
 
6. In Awe of God’s Presence —  
Isaiah 6, NRSV 
 
In last week’s article, I talked about the various ways we can experience God. In people, in 
nature, in the chaos, and in the silence, God’s presence is always around us if we look for it. 
In this week’s session, Michael Pahl focuses on Isaiah’s vision and calling from God. Like 
Isaiah in this story, we too are called to respond when we experience God’s presence among 
us. We can not be in the presence of God and remain unchanged.  
 
Isaiah admits that he has been part of both personal and societal sin. God changes this for 
Isaiah. God’s presence purifies Isaiah’s sins and frees him from the guilt of being in God’s 
presence. In response to God’s presence, Isaiah must act: “Here am I; send me!” 
 
 Many prophets in the Bible had similar experiences. God comes to us in amazing 
ways too. When God shows up, we are called upon to act. Isaiah responded to God’s call by 
revealing to God’s people that they had sinned and committed injustices. This was Isaiah’s 
call, but what is ours? Often, we want to be in the presence of the divine, but we are not 
ready for how that presence can and will change us. We want God to be with us, but we lose 
sight of what that can mean for us. It means that God loves us. It means that our God is 
gracious and forgiving. But it also means that we need to participate in what God is doing in 
our world. 
 
 When we have an encounter with the divine, we are called into a new way of being. 
This happened to the prophet Isaiah. This happened to Paul on the road to Damascus. This 
happened to me, and now I am a pastor of a church that is discerning God’s call in our 
current context. As you go through your week, I encourage you to think about the following 
questions: 
 

Ø How have you experienced God in your life? 
Ø How has this experience shaped your journey? 
Ø Are you open to participating in what God is doing? 
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Resources for this session 

A replacement page for page 35 in the leader guide is provided at 
https://www.mennomedia.org/salt-light-supplements/. The inset of the participant guide 
text in the leader guide is incorrect. We apologize for the confusion. A readers theater for 
Isaiah 6 is also available on this webpage. 

Looking for participant guide page numbers in the leader guide? The page numbers in 
the leader guide work for both guides. 

 

Salt & Light Videos 

Jennifer Davis Sensenig is the presenter for Unit 2, Participating with God in Awe. These 
teaching videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session.  The 
videos are free and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel.  

 

https://www.mennomedia.org/salt-light-supplements/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

