
 

 

December 12, 2021 
 
2. Waiting with Mary —  
Luke 1:26-38, 46-55 NRSV 
 
I love superhero movies. I love that they make the impossible possible. You can fly. You can 
have super speed. You can heal all your injuries in a matter of seconds. Superhero movies 
are all about impossibilities. 
 
In Luke 1, we see impossibilities surrounding the birth of Jesus. An angel appears out of 
nowhere. A virgin birth. A baby that will be God incarnate. So many impossibilities surround 
this narrative. When Mary questions the angel about what is going to happen, she receives 
words of assurance, “For nothing will be impossible with God” (v. 37). 
 
We live in a world that has so many possibilities, but we often become enamored by the 
impossibilities. It can be hard to reimagine a different kind of world because we have become 
so accustomed to our current situations. We have become plagued by social impossibilities. 
 
The recent school shooting in Michigan in which four people died has reignited the 
conversation around gun control. While our communities would be safer without so many 
weapons in circulation, we just cannot seem to wrap our minds around a world that no longer 
has guns. We fail to imagine a world without war. We fail to imagine a life together without 
racism or sexism. We have trouble dreaming of a world where everyone’s needs are met. 
 
As the angel assured Mary that nothing is impossible with God, we can find peace in this 
message as well—that with God, the impossible can become possible. We wait as Mary 
waited. We wait for God to do the impossible and to reveal what God is doing. 
 

Ø How are you waiting for God to show up in your life right now? 
Ø How are you imagining God’s goodness in our world? 

 
God is moving. We may not completely understand it, but we rest assured that nothing is 
impossible with God. 
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Resources for this session 
 

Looking for participant guide page numbers in the leader guide? The page numbers in 
the leader guide work for both guides. 

 

Salt & Light Videos 

Owen Burkholder is the presenter for unit 1, Participating with God by Waiting. These 
teaching videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each weekly session.  The 
videos are free and available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

