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6. In Awe in God’s Presence. January 9, 2022

On page 35 of the Winter Salt & Light  
Leader guide, the student inset is incorrect.  

A corrected page is provided on the following 
page. We apologize for the inconvenience.
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Notes
356. In Awe in God’s Presence

tradition, the earthly temple re� ected the heavenly temple, even repre-
senting “the heavens and the earth” as the only truly � tting temple for 
God. This is, by the way, what the � rst creation story of Genesis 1 is 
about: God forming and � lling creation to be a holy temple � t for God’s 
dwelling place.  

“Seraphs were in attendance above [God].” Winged creatures attend-
ing the gods was a feature of other ancient Near Eastern religions that 
ancient Israel apparently borrowed. The winged cherubim decorating 
the ark of the covenant, which sat in the inner sanctuary of the temple, 
re� ect this idea as well: they attend to God, whose glory appears on the 
mercy seat between them when God is present (see Exodus 25:10-22).

“Holy, holy, holy.” The three-fold Sanctus appears often in Christian 
liturgy and hymnody, originating here in Isaiah 6:3 and in Revelation 
4:8 (see session 4). Holy, when used to describe God, refers to God’s 
uniqueness, the Creator’s essential distinction from creation. However 
much God is present within and throughout all creation (“the whole 
earth is full of [God’s] glory”) and whatever similarities exist between 
the Creator and creation (God is like an enthroned king), God is still 
distinct from creation. These re� ect God’s transcendence (God’s “oth-
erness” or “beyondness”) and God’s immanence (God’s “nearness” or 
“withinness”). A healthy view of God will include both.

“I saw . . . the pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those 
who called . . . the house fi lled with smoke . . . the seraph touched 
my mouth.” Isaiah’s vision is a full sensory experience. Worship in an-
cient Israel’s temple would have offered a similar multimedia experience: 
the sight of gold-trimmed cedar and colorful fabrics, the smell of incense, 
blood, and burned � esh, the sound of 
singing and tambourines, the sight 
of priests and attendants performing 
sacri� ces and offering prayers, and 
more.

“I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
live among a people of unclean lips.” The vision focuses on Isaiah’s 
speech because of his call to be God’s prophet, to speak God’s words 
to Judah and the nations. Note that Isaiah understands his personal sin 
within the context of Judah’s collective sin; sin has both individual and 
systemic, social dimensions.

� Isaiah understands 
his personal sin 
within the context of 
Judah’s collective sin.

6. In Awe in God’s Presence

It’s interesting to note that Isaiah 
volunteers before he knows what 
he’s volunteering to do!

 » What moved Isaiah to 
volunteer?

No, Isaiah doesn’t need a napkin 
to wipe his lips! Pahl’s discussion 
about unclean lips and their cleans-
ing will be helpful here (S&L, pp. 
35–36).

 » How would you explain “un-
clean lips”? 

 » How would you explain un-
clean lips for the individual? 

 » How does the idea of unclean 
lips apply to us? 

Discuss the message that was 
given to Isaiah for the people in 
verses 9-13. 

 » Are these overall words of 
hope? Why or why not?

 » Do you think Isaiah doubt-
ed God when he heard the 
sobering words he was to 
bring to his community? 
Remember, these words were 
for God’s chosen people,  
not for some non-God-fear-
ing nation. 

 » Do you think Isaiah doubted 
his call to be God’s prophet? 
Why?

 » Jesus quotes this passage in 
Matthew 13:14-15. What are 
the similarities and differ-
ences between these two 
passages?


