
 

 

November 28, 2021 
 
13. God’s Super Supper —  
Isaiah 25:6-10a; 55:1-3 NRSV 
 
Growing up, my Dad’s philosophy was “Eat to live, don’t live to eat.” As a child of the Great 
Depression, he did all the grocery shopping to make sure we were frugal. I can’t remember 
ever going to a restaurant, and he allowed no imagination or creativity related to food. So 
when I became the cook for my family, I was delighted to read in Isaiah and Revelation that 
my heavenly Father loves putting on a lavish feast—and we’re all invited! 
If I was teaching this study, I might ask: What’s the largest gathering of people you’ve 
attended?1 Was food served? (My answer: a pro baseball game. Yes, there were peanuts, 
nachos, and hotdogs, but only for those who could pay exorbitant prices!) I’d ask participants 
to imagine preparing a free banquet of “rich food” for “all peoples.” Then we’d marvel 
together (with a touch of humor) at God’s logistical challenge in serving the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. 
Jesus isn’t too picky whom he invites to his wedding celebration. “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me,” he said (John 7:37). The angels say to John in Revelation 19:9, “Blessed are 
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” On the other hand, in Luke 
14:13–14, Jesus reminds us to invite others, even outcasts who cannot repay, because we 
“will be repaid at the resurrection.” At some point, all Christians are called to be the invitee 
and then the inviter. We now personally issue the invitations. It’s a big job, but after all, who 
can (though some will) resist a free banquet with unlimited seating and celestial 
entertainment?  
Ironically, I was gearing up to comment on this text while preparing for a medical test that 
required fasting from healthy, life-sustaining foods for three days. (God has a sense of 
humor.) By the morning of the procedure, I was hungry! As I studied S&L Leader, I smiled 
and wondered:  

Ø Am I just as hungry for God right now as I am for food and water?  
Ø Do I remember who first invited me to God’s banquet?  
Ø When are we more blessed—when we are invited or when we invite? 
Ø What’s on the menu and what will the heavenly choir sound like? 

 
Thanks for reading my thoughts about this Salt & Light quarter. See you at God’s Super 
Supper! Let’s invite a lot of people. 
 
 
—Helen Tellez 
helentellez@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Some might mention being in a crowd at a concert. See “Everything You Need to Know About the Deadly 

Astroworld Festival Tragedy,” (November 9, 2021) and ponder a comparison between Jesus and a pop-star 
rapper as hosts. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+25%3A6-10a%3B55%3A1-3&version=NRSV
mailto:helentellez@comcast.net
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/astroworld-fest-tragedy/article/what-to-know-about-deadly-travis-scott-concert-16602146.php#:~:text=Everything%20to%20know%20about%20the%20deadly%20Astroworld%20Festival,victims.%20...%206%20From%20our%20music%20critic.%20
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/astroworld-fest-tragedy/article/what-to-know-about-deadly-travis-scott-concert-16602146.php#:~:text=Everything%20to%20know%20about%20the%20deadly%20Astroworld%20Festival,victims.%20...%206%20From%20our%20music%20critic.%20


 

 

Helen Tellez has been a writer, editor, and copy editor for church and 
secular organizations for more than four decades. Formerly from 
northern Indiana, she now resides in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, with 
her husband, José, where they run a clothing alterations business. 
Being married to José for 18 years has opened her eyes to the world 
beyond rural, white America, and she is grateful for the changes in her 
Christian perspective. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Resources for this session 
 

Salt & Light Videos 

These teaching videos are great for leader preparation or introducing each session. They are 
available on MennoMedia’s YouTube channel. Joanne Gallardo is the presenter for Unit 3, 
Open Table Fellowship. Joanne is a conference minister in the Indiana-Michigan Mennonite 
Conference.  
 
 
 
We are grateful to Helen Tellez for sharing her observations and ideas for making these Bible 
studies relevant for application to the real-life experiences of Christians and congregations 
today. 
 
Join us for our winter study, “Participating with God.” Jerrell Williams, pastor of Salem 
Mennonite Church in Salem, Oregon, will be our Salt & Light Online writer. 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhXhOFvkCzow8mEvr2uIcRJ-wynDs9xtU

