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2 CORINTHIANS EXCERPTS: WINDOWS INTO AN EMOTIONAL CONFLICT
2 Corinthians 2:1-4 CEB
So I decided that, for my own sake, I wouldn’t visit you again while I was upset. If I make you sad, who will be there to
make me glad when you are sad because of me? That’s why I wrote this very thing to you, so that when I came I wouldn’t
be made sad by the ones who ought to make me happy. I have confidence in you, that my happiness means your happiness.
I wrote to you in tears, with a very troubled and anxious heart. I didn’t write to make you sad but so you would know the
overwhelming love I have for you.
2 Corinthians 7:2-9 CEB
Make room in your hearts for us. We didn’t do anything wrong to anyone. We didn’t ruin anyone. We didn’t take advantage
of anyone. I’m not saying this to make you feel guilty. I’ve already said that you are in our hearts so that we die and live together with you. I have every confidence in you. I’m terribly proud of you. I’m filled with encouragement. I’m overwhelmed
with happiness while in the middle of our problems.
Even after we arrived in Macedonia, we couldn’t rest physically. We were surrounded by problems. There was external
conflict, and there were internal fears. However, God comforts people who are discouraged, and he comforted us by Titus’
arrival. We weren’t comforted only by his arrival but also by the comfort he had received from you. He told us about your
desire to see me, how you were sorry, and about your concern for me, so that I was even happier.
Even though my letter hurt you, I don’t regret it. Well—I did regret it just a bit because I see that that letter made you sad,
though only for a short time. Now I’m glad—not because you were sad but because you were made sad enough to change
your hearts and lives. You felt godly sadness so that no one was harmed by us in any way.
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2 CORINTHIANS 5:11-21 CEB
So we try to persuade people, since we know what it means to fear the Lord. We are well known by God, and I hope that in
your heart we are well known by you as well. We aren’t trying to commend ourselves to you again. Instead, we are giving
you an opportunity to be proud of us so that you could answer those who take pride in superficial appearance, and not in
what is in the heart.
If we are crazy, it’s for God’s sake. If we are rational, it’s for your sake. The love of Christ controls us, because we have
concluded this: one died for the sake of all; therefore, all died. He died for the sake of all so that those who are alive should
live not for themselves but for the one who died for them and was raised.
So then, from this point on we won’t recognize people by human standards. Even though we used to know Christ by
human standards, that isn’t how we know him now.
So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation. The old things have gone away, and look, new
things have arrived!
All of these new things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and who gave us the ministry of reconciliation. In other words, God was reconciling the world to himself through Christ, by not counting people’s sins against
them. He has trusted us with this message of reconciliation.
So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. God is negotiating with you through us. We beg you as Christ’s representatives, “Be reconciled to God!” God caused the one who didn’t know sin to be sin for our sake so that through him we could
become the righteousness of God.
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