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AboutMUP 
With an international reputation in scholarly publishing, Manchester 
University Press (MUP) has delivered decades of bold publishing, 
bringing transformative ideas and original voices to a global audience. 

We launched MUP trade books in 2020, taking our agenda setting 
and insightful books to the general reader. 

Our philosophy 

1. Written for the general reader: Written by expert authors and rigorous 
thinkers, our books nurture powerful narratives, immersive histories, and 
intimate biographies. Accessible, but in depth, we pay attention to narrative, 
tone and voice, ensuring our trade books are compelling to the general reader.

2. Topical and relevant: Our carefully curated list embraces a range of 
subjects, from hidden histories to urgent reportage, economics to complex 
social issues, to cutting edge politics and international affairs, that make our 
readers think differently about the world.

3. Media coverage and reviews: Our trade titles are regularly and positively 

reviewed across media outlets, including Financial Times, TLS, Irish Literary 

Supplement, Glamour Magazine and feature on numerous 'best books' lists.
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376pp.   234x156mm   Hardback 
ISBN  978-1-5261-6845-0   February 2023  
£20.00   Biography

KEY SELLING POINTS

• Andy Spinoza has lived in Manchester since 
1979, in which time he has met, interviewed, 
irritated, collaborated with and helped just 
about everyone of note in the city

• Features a who’s who of Mancunians, from 
Morrissey to Bernard Manning, Shaun Ryder 
to Peter Saville, Kevin Cummins to Andy 
Burnham, Mark Kermode to Dame Nancy 
Rothwell, Peter Hook to James Anderton, 
Frank Sidebottom to Dave Haslam, 
with walk-on parts from Shania Twain, 
Muhammad Ali, George Foreman and 
Jonathan Ross.

‘Andy Spinoza knows the real story.’
John Savage

BY ANDY SPINOZA

Pop, property and power in the original modern city

Manchester unspun

At the end of the 1970s, Manchester seemed to be sliding into the 
dustbin of history. Today the city is an international destination 
for culture and sport, and one of the fastest-growing urban regions 
in Europe. � is book o� ers a � rst-hand account of what happened 
in between.

Arriving in Manchester as a wide-eyed student in 1979, Andy 
Spinoza went on to establish the arts magazine City Life before 
working for the Manchester Evening News and creating his own 
PR � rm. In a forty-year career he has encountered a who’s who of 
Manchester personalities, from cultural icons such as Tony Wilson 
to Manchester United manager Sir Alex Ferguson and in� uential 
council leaders Sir Richard Leese and Sir Howard Bernstein. His 
remarkable account traces Manchester’s gradual emergence from 
its post-industrial malaise, centring on the legendary nightclub 
the Haçienda and the cultural renaissance it inspired.

Manchester unspun begins in the gloom of a city still bearing the 
scars of the Second World War and ends among the shiny towers 
of an aspiring twenty-� rst-century metropolis. It is an insider’s 
tale of deals done, government and corporate decision-making, 
nightclubs, music and entrepreneurs.

AUTHOR

Andy Spinoza moved to Manchester from London at eighteen 
and never looked back. An early member of the Haçienda, he 
reported on the city’s music scene for the NME and � e Face. He 
founded alternative magazine City Life in 1983 and spent ten years 
as a gossip columnist for the Manchester Evening News. As boss of 
his own PR company, he promoted the dynamic post-industrial 
Manchester throughout the 2000s and 2010s.
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BY DAVID SCOTT

Where do we start, where do I begin?

Mancunians

Mancunians: Where do we start, where do I begin? is the story 
of those who didn’t � t the typecast: the musicians of colour, 
the football fans alienated by rampant commercialism, the 
northeners who didn’t wear parkas, the frustrated police 
 � gures, the optimistic developers, the ambitious artists, the 
drinkers, dealers, street sweepers, and a young author trying 
to negotiate his way amongst the chaos. � rough a mixture 
of memoir and interviews with well-known Mancunians such 
as Guy Garvey, Tunde Babalola, Sylvia Tella, Badly Drawn 
Boy and Stan Chow, combined with the unheard voices of 
the population, David Scott portrays the city in a way never 
seen before.

288pp.   198x129mm   Hardback
ISBN  978-1-5261-6150-5   April 2023
£16.99   Biography

Mancunians: Where do we start, where do I begin? is the authentic account of 
Manchester on the brink of the Millennium.

AUTHOR

David Scott is an author, poet, musician and BBC presenter. His 
work has appeared in � e New York Times, � e Guardian and 
Politiken. He was born, raised and lives in Manchester.

KEY SELLING POINTS

• Provides a missing chapter to the history of modern Manchester.

• Wide-appeal to readers interested in Manchester Culture (Sports/
Music/Nightlife).

• High-pro� le interviewees from Manchester.

• � e only book to exist to discuss this period of Manchester from a 
lived-experience.
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BY JOHN ROBB

The History of Goth

� e Art of Darkness

� is is the � rst comprehensive history of Goth music and
culture. Over 600 pages, John Robb explores the origins and
legacy of this enduring scene, which has its roots in the post-
punk era.

Drawing on his own experience as a musician and journalist, 
Robb covers the style, the music and the clubs that spawned 
the culture, alongside political and social conditions. He also 
reaches back farther to key historic events and movements that 
frame the ideas of Goth, from the fall of Rome to Lord Byron 
and the Romantic poets, European folk tales, Gothic art and 
the occult. Finally, he considers the current mainstream Goth 
of Instagram in� uencers, � lm, literature and music.

� e Art of Darkness features interviews with Siouxsie and
the Banshees, � e Cure, � e Damned, Nick Cave, Southern
Death Cult, Einstürzende Neubauten, Bauhaus, Killing Joke,
� robbing Gristle, Danielle Dax, Lydia Lunch and many
more. It o� ers a � rst-hand account of being there at the gigs 
and clubs that made the scene happen.

� is is the � rst comprehensive history of Goth music and culture.

600pp.   Paperback   ISBN  
978-1-5261-7320-1 March 2023   £25.00   
Music and Culture

AUTHOR

John Robb is an author, broadcaster and 
musician. He is the founder of the culture 
website louderthanwar.com.

KEY SELLING POINTS
• John Robb is well-known media � gure who

has been active in music for decades.

• � e � rst major book on Goth culture.

• Goth is a timeless topic, with each new
generation returning to the style and bringing
its own elements.

• Features interviews with key bands and
artists: Siouxsie and the Banshees, � e Cure,
� e Damned, Nick Cave, Southern Death
and many more.







Bringing transformative 
ideas and original 
voices to a global 
audience.


