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Joe Strummer was one of the twentieth century’s iconic rock’n’roll rebels. Frontman, spokesman and chief lyricist for 
The Clash, Strummer played a major role in politicising a generation through some of the most powerful protest songs 
of the era, songs like ‘White Riot’, ‘English Civil War’ and ‘London Calling’. At the heart of this protest was the struggle 
for social justice and equality.  The punk rock politics of Joe Strummer examines Strummer’s beliefs on a range of issues – 
alienation, exploitation, multiculturalism and humanism – analysing their credibility, influence and impact, and asking 
where they came from and how they developed over his lifetime. Drawing on Strummer’s lyrics, various interviews and 
bootleg recordings, as well as interviews with friends and contemporaries like Billy Bragg, The punk rock politics of Joe 
Strummer takes the reader on a journey through the political influences and motivations that defined one of the UK’s 

greatest punk icons.

312pp.   216x138mm   PB   ISBN  978-1-5261-4898-8
June 2022   £16.99 / $24.95   8 black & white illustrations   Biography

Gregor Gall is a 
Visiting Professor of 
Industrial Relations 
at the University of 

Glasgow and the 
University of Leeds. He 
is a regular contributor 
to various publications, 

including The Guardian, 
Huffington Post

and Tribune.

GREGOR GALL

Radicalism, resistance and rebellion

The punk rock politics of Joe Strummer

A
L

S
O

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

L
E

 I
N

 E
B

O
O

K

The punk rock politics of Joe Strummer reveals the political influences of one of the twentieth 
century’s iconic rock’n’roll rebels.



From senior civil servants and spies to activists, drag queens and celebrities, Odd men out charts the tumultuous 
history of gay men in 1950s and 60s Britain. It takes us from the earliest tentative steps towards decriminalisation to 
the liberation movement of the early 1970s. Along the way, it catalogues shocking repression, including laws against 
homosexual activity and the use of brutal medical ‘treatments’. Odd men out draws on medical data and opinion polls, 
broadcast recordings, theatrical productions, and extensive interviews with key players, as well as an in-depth analysis 
of the Wolfenden Report and the circumstances surrounding its creation. It brings to life pivotal moments in gay mens’ 
cultural representation, ranging across the West End and emerging writers like Joe Orton, the British film industry, 
the BBC, national newspapers, fashion catalogues and music magazines. Celebrating the joy of gay lives as well as the 
hardships, Odd men out preserves the voices of a disappearing generation who revolutionised what it meant to be a gay 

man in twentieth-century Britain.

336pp.   234x156mm   PB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6244-1
September 2022   £13.99 / $20.95   6 tables  Gay studies

John-Pierre Joyce is a 
writer, journalist and 

teacher. He has written 
for national, local and 

specialist newspapers and 
magazines and advised 
on film and television 

projects.

JOHN-PIERRE JOYCE WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY SIMON CALLOW, CBE

Male homosexuality in Britain from Wolfenden to Gay Liberation

Odd men out
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Includes an introduction by Simon Callow CBE.
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Fed up with overcrowded carriages, expensive fares, delayed trains and cancelled journeys?
It’s clear that something is wrong with Britain’s railways, but who is prepared to implement solutions, while politicians 

argue over business failings and escalating costs?

In this powerful book, Tom Haines-Doran lays bare the roots of these problems and argues that an alternative vision 
is both possible and affordable, enabling the railways to play an instrumental role in decreasing social inequalities, 
improving the national economy and enabling a transition to a sustainable future. We continue to allow others to derail 

our national railways, but change is possible, the passenger experience can be improved, and we can all benefit.

208pp.   198x129mm   PB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6405-6
October 2022   £12.99 / $18.95   5 diagrams  Economy

Tom Haines-Doran is 
a political economist 

specialising in transport 
systems, infrastructure 
and social movements. 

He currently works 
at the University 
of Leeds, leading 

research on transport 
decarbonisation. He 
previously worked as 

a researcher for the 
Urban Transport Group, 

authoring research 
documents for high-level 

decision makers in local 
and national government.

TOM HAINES-DORAN

How to fix Britain’s broken railways

Derailed
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Proposes a radical rethink of how we view our railways.
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From the global successes of My Beautiful Laundrette and The Buddha of Suburbia, through to late masterpieces such 
as The Nothing, Hanif Kureishi is one of Britain’s most popular and versatile writers. Drawing on Kureishi’s unexplored 
personal archive, recently acquired by the British Library, each chapter in Ruvani Ranashina’s jaw-droppingly honest 
biography recounts a decade of the author’s life, illuminating the work he produced in the period. This structure reflects 
the novelist and screenwriter’s own preoccupation with self-reinvention and the fluidity of identity: ‘Every decade you 

become someone else’.

Kureishi has redefined British identity, exploring key issues such as Thatcherism, terrorism, race, class and sexuality. 
Hanif Kureishi – Writing the self: A biography is a tour-de-force, exploring this provocative artist in depth for the first 
time. It looks at his novels, including Intimacy and The Black Album, short stories and screenplays and his collaborations 

with such figures as David Bowie, Roger Michell and Stephen Frears.

272pp.   234x156mm   HB   ISBN  978-1-5261-4739-4
October 2022   £20.00 / $29.95   15 black & white illustrations   Biography

Ruvani Ranasinha is 
Reader in Postcolonial 

Literature at King’s 
College London

RUVANI RANASINHA

Writing the self: A biography

Hanif Kureishi
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The first biography of Hanif Kureishi, based on his newly available personal archive.
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The Treasury is one of Britain’s oldest, most powerful and secretive institutions. But all too frequently it has escaped 
public scrutiny when it comes to investigating the ups and downs of the UK economy. More often than not it is depicted 
as a saviour, repeatedly rescuing the nation’s finances from the hands of posturing Prime Ministers, powerful special 
interests and the combustions of world financial markets. However, there is another side to the story. The Exchequer, 
more than any other institution, has shaped modern Britain’s economic system. Between the highs there have been many 
lows, including botched privatisations, dubious private finance initiatives, failing to spot the great financial crisis and 
contributing to ever-growing economic inequalities. Aeron Davis’s book goes behind the scenes to offer an inside history 
of the Treasury, in the words of chancellors, officials and civil servants themselves. It reveals the personalities and the 

thinking which have shaped Britain’s economy since the 1970s.

296pp.   216x138mm   HB   ISBN  978-1-5261-5977-9
October 2022   £16.99 / $24.95   Politics

Aeron Davis is 
Professor of Political 

Communication in 
the Political Science 

and International 
Relations Programme at 

Victoria University of 
Wellington. He and his 
work have been quoted 
in The Financial Times, 

The Daily Telegraph,
The Times Higher,

The New Statesman,
The Guardian,

The Huffington Post,
and elsewhere.

AERON DAVIS

The inside history of the Treasury since 1976

Bankruptcy, bubbles and bailouts
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Aeron Davis is the author of bestselling Reckless Opportunists: Elites at the end of the
Establishment, which was reviewed in the Guardian and New Statesman, plus more.
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The art of the observer is a personal guide to documentary filmmaking, based on the author’s years of pioneering work in 
the fields of ethnographic and documentary cinema. It stands in sharp contrast to books of academic film criticism and 
handbooks on visual research methods, being based extensively on concrete examples from the author’s own experience. 
The book places particular emphasis on observational filmmaking and the ways in which this approach is distinct from 
other forms of documentary. It offers both practical insights and reflections on what it means, in both emotional and 
intellectual terms, to attempt to represent the lives of others. The book makes clear that documentary cinema is not 
simply a matter of recording reality, but of artfully organising the filmmaker’s observations in ways that reveal the 

complex patterns of social life. 

288pp.   234x156mm   PB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6535-0
October 2022   £24.99 / $24.95   42 black & white illustrations   Film studies and anthropology

David MacDougall is 
Honorary Professor in 

the Research School 
of Humanities and the 
Arts at the Australian 

National University, 
Canberra

DAVID MACDOUGALL

A personal view of documentary

The art of the observer
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A personal perspective on documentary filmmaking, based on the author’s own experiences
and reflections
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A brilliant polymath and part of the ‘first wave’ of British Romanticism, Thomas Manning was one of the first 
Englishmen to study Chinese language and culture. Like famous friends, including Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Charles 
Lamb, Manning was inspired by the French Revolution and had ambitious plans for making a better world. While his 
contemporaries turned to the poetic imagination and the English countryside, Manning looked further afield – to China, 
one of the world’s most ancient and sophisticated civilizations. In 1790s Britain, China was terra incognita. Manning 
undertook a quest to learn the secrets of its language and culture. His travels included the salons of Napoleonic Paris, a 
period as a prisoner of war, a dramatic shipwreck and, disguised as a Buddhist pilgrim, a trek through the Himalayas to 
Tibet, where he met the Dalai Lama. But when he returned to England, his ideas confronted an increasingly Sinophobic 
climate, and he failed to publish the grand work his peers had expected for so long. After his death, his outward-looking 

vision was eclipsed by the English-rural poetic vision of Romanticism, and he was forgotten.

280pp.   234x156mm   HB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6455-1
November 2022   £25.00 / $36.95   17 black and white illustrations   History and biography

Edward Weech is 
Librarian at the Royal 

Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

His essays and reviews 
on history, culture and 

society have appeared in 
a variety of publications 

including the Times 
Literary Supplement, the 

Coleridge Bulletin, and 
the Journal of the Royal 

Asiatic Society. 

EDWARD WEECH

The life and times of Thomas Manning

Chinese dreams in Romantic England
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The forgotten romantic and contemporary of Wordsworth,
Coleridge and Shelly
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In postwar Britain, journalists and politicians prophesised that the class system would not survive a consumer culture 
where everyone had TVs and washing machines, and where more and more people owned their own homes. They 
were to be proved entirely wrong. Lifestyle revolution charts how class culture, rather than being destroyed by mass 
consumption, was remade from flat-pack furniture, Mediterranean cuisine and lifestyle magazines. Novelists, cartoonists 
and playwrights satirised the tastes of the emerging middle classes, and sociologists claimed that an entire population was 
suffering from status anxiety, but underneath it all, a world was being constructed out of duvets, quiches and mayonnaise, 
easy chairs from Habitat, white emulsion paint and ubiquitous well-scrubbed, second-hand pine kitchen tables. This was 

less a world of symbolic goods and more an intimate environment alive with new feelings and attitudes.

288pp.   240x170mm   HB   ISBN  978-1-5261-0882-1
February 2023   £25.00 / $36.95   75 colour illustrations   Cultural history

Ben Highmore is 
Professor of Cultural 

Studies at the University 
of Sussex. His books 

include The Art of 
Brutalism: Rescuing 

Hope from Catastrophe 
in 1950s Britain (2017) 

and The Great Indoors: 
At Home in the Modern 

British House (2014).

BEN HIGHMORE

How taste changed class in late 20th-century Britain

Lifestyle revolution
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Provides a unique perspective on the social and cultural changes of late
twentieth-century Britain
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Are you fed up with the divided and unequal society or suffocating laws and regulations of the country you call home? 
Ever dreamed of starting your own country or just want to understand how that happens? In this refreshing new book, 
Matt Qvortrup provides a step-by-step guide to forming an independent country, from organising a referendum and 
winning it, to receiving official international recognition, establishing a currency and even entering the Eurovision song 

contest.

The book delves into the legal, economic and political problems of creating new states, using historical examples and 
anecdotes from all over the world to illustrate the obstacles to these campaigns. Qvortrup recounts his globetrotting 
experiences as an expert consultant on referendums to give a no-nonsense explanation of the many hurdles and barriers, 

as well as the opportunities, for those who want to break free.

200pp.   198x129mm   PB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6605-0
November 2022   £12.99 / $29.95   Politics

Matt Qvortrup is 
Professor of Political 
Science at Coventry 

University

MATT QVORTRUP

A practical guide to making a new country

I want to break free
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Written in a conversational form, this book provides an accessible and entertaining primer to 
those aspiring to make a new state.
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As one of the people who defined punk’s protest art in the 1970s and 1980s, Gee Vaucher (b. 1945) deserves to be much 
better-known. She produced confrontational album covers for the legendary anarchist band Crass and later went on to 
do the same for Northern indie legends the Charlatans, among others. More recently, her work was recognised the day 
after Donald Trump’s 2016 election victory, when the front page of the Daily Mirror ran her 1989 painting Oh America. 

Created while she was working as an illustrator for the New York Times, it shows the Statue of Liberty, head in hands. 

This is the first book to critically assess an extensive range of Vaucher’s work. It examines her unique position between 
avant-garde art movements, counterculture, punk and even contemporary street art. While Vaucher rejects all ‘isms’, 
her work offers a unique take on the history of feminist art. The book explores how her life has shaped her output, with 

particular focus on the anarchist open-house collective at Dial House in Essex, a centre for radical creativity.

240pp.   234x156mm   PB   ISBN  978- 1-5261-4791-2
November 2022   £20.00 / $29.95   19 colour illustrations, 76 black and white illustrations   Art history and biography

Rebecca Binns is a
writer and lecturer on

art, design and
cultural history

REBECCA BINNS

Beyond punk, feminism and the avant-garde

Gee Vaucher
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The first book on Gee Vaucher, an artist who defined punk’s protest art in the
1970s and 1980s.
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The late nineteenth century saw a rapid increase in colonial conflicts throughout the French and British empires. It was 
also the period in which the camera began to be widely available. Colonial authorities were quick to recognise the power 
of this new technology, which they used to humiliate defeated opponents and to project an image of supremacy across 

the world.

Drawing on a wealth of visual materials, from soldiers’ personal albums to the collections of press agencies and government 
archives, this book offers a new account of how conflict photography developed in the decades leading up to the First 
World War. It explores the various ways in which the camera was used to impose order on subject populations in Africa 
and Asia and to generate propaganda for the public in Europe, where a visual economy of violence was rapidly taking 
shape. At the same time, it reveals how photographs could escape the intentions of their creators, offering a means for 

colonial subjects to push back against oppression.

376pp.   240x170mm   PB   ISBN 978-1-5261-6331-8
November 2022   £16.99 / $24.95   83 black & white illustrations, 4 graphs   History

Daniel Foliard is 
Professor of English 

Studies at Université
de Paris

DANIEL FOLIARD

The violence of colonial photography

Extensively illustrated with an abundance of rare images, from press agencies,
government archives and soldiers’ personal albums.
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During the late twentieth century, the number of museums in the UK dramatically increased. Typically small and 
independent, the new museums concentrated on local history, war and transport. This book asks who founded them, 

how and why.

In order to find out more, Toby Butler, an expert oral historian, and Fiona Candlin, a professor in museology, drove 
around the UK to meet the individuals, families, community groups and special interest societies who established the 
museums. The rich oral histories they collected provide a new account of recent museum history – one that weaves 

together personal experience and social change while putting ordinary people at the heart of cultural production.

Combining academic rigour with a lively writing style, Stories from small museums is essential reading for students and 
museum enthusiasts alike.

248pp.   234x156mm   PB   ISBN 978-1-5261-6688-3
November 2022   £16.99 / $24.95   65 black & white illustrations, 1 map   Museology and heritage studies

Fiona Candlin
is Professor of 

Museology at Birkbeck

Toby Butler is a heritage 
consultant and

public historian

Jake Watts is a
researcher in politics and 

social history

FIONA CANDLIN, TOBY BUTLER AND JAKE WATTS

Stories from small museums

This book tells the story of the boom in smalls museums that took place in Britain
from the 1960s onwards.
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Britain today is in danger of falling apart. One of the historically dominant states finds itself confronted with growing 
demands for nationalist secessionism. Brexit has already secured its break from the European Union, while looming 
Scottish independence threatens to undermine the integrity of the British state. Meanwhile, class, gender, regional and 

generational inequalities are deepening and endemic racism is re-invigorated. How has it got this bad?

Britain in fragments traces how the historic pillars sustaining the democratic settlement have begun to crumble. This 
stability was constructed amid a century of imperial expansion abroad and working-class struggles for justice at home. 
The post-war welfare state was the apex of this historic arrangement; however, the ground beneath it began to shake as 

the processes of decolonisation and neoliberalisation unfolded.

240pp.   198x129mm   PB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6459-9
January 2023   £19.99 / $29.95   Sociology

Satnam Virdee is 
Professor of Sociology 

at the University of 
Glasgow

Brendan McGeever 
is Senior Lecturer in 

Sociology at Birkbeck, 
University of London

SATNAM VIRDEE AND BRENDAN MCGEEVER

Why things are falling apart

Britain in fragments
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Centres the formative role of racism, empire and the politics of class in the
making of British history
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We know that there were dogs in Victorian Britain, but who were the doggy people who kept them, bred them, showed 
them, worked with them and cared for them?

Chapter by chapter, this book reveals the varied and often eccentric lives of the Victorians who helped define dogs as 
we know them today. The cast runs from the very pinnacle of society, Queen Victoria, to near the bottom with Jemmy 
Shaw, a publican, boxer, promoter of dog-fights and rat-killing. Other characters  include an artist, aristocrats, authors, a 
clergyman, doctors, a dog-dealer, a feminist, journalists, landowners, millionaires, philanthropists, politicians, scientists, 

a stockbroker, veterinarians and a showman – none other their Charles Cruft.
 

Looking at the invention and meaning of new breeds such as poodles, collies, Jack Russells and borzois among others, we 
see how the Victorians thought about pets, sports, dog shows and animal rights.

296pp.   216x138mm   HB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6772-9
February 2023   £20.00 / $29.95   96 illustrations   History

Michael Worboys is an 
Emeritus Professor in the 
Centre for the History of 
Science, Technology and 

Medicine (CHSTM) 
at the University of 

Manchester

MICHAEL WORBOYS

The Victorians who made the modern dog

Doggy people
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This book reveals the varied and often eccentric lives of the Victorians who helped
define dogs as we know them today.
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Almost everything you consume, from the weekly shop to the Christmas presents you ordered online, arrived by cargo 
ship. Shipping is the engine of the world economy, transporting 11 billion tonnes of goods each year. Despite the clear 
environmental crisis faced by humanity, shipping emissions have doubled since 1990. The industry now pumps more 
than one billion tonnes of CO2 into the atmosphere, more than aviation, more than all of Germany, or even more than 
France, Britain and Italy combined. Wanting to understand whether there are any realistic and sustainable alternatives to 
the status quo, Christiaan De Beukelaer spent 150 days covering 14,000 nautical miles as part of a sailing crew aboard the 
Avontuur, a century old two-masted schooner fitted for cargo. Trade winds recounts De Beukelaer’s transatlantic return 
journey, an experience that crystallised his thinking on the uncertain future facing the gargantuan global machine that is 
commercial shipping. This book engagingly recounts both this personal odyssey and the journey the shipping industry is 

embarking on to cut its carbon emissions.

272pp.   198x129mm   HB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6309-7
January 2023   £20.00 / $29.95   Travel, maritime and sustainability 

Christiaan De Beukelaer 
is a researcher who 

explores the political 
ecology of the shipping 

industry. He works at
the University
of Melbourne.

CHRISTIAAN DE BEUKELAER

A sailing voyage to a sustainable future for shipping

Trade winds
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This book recounts Christiaan De Beukelaer’s personal odyssey aboard a sail cargo vessel and 
offers a compelling insight into the developments the shipping industry.
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In the dying light of the nineteenth century, the world came to know and fear terrorism. Like today, this was a time 
of progress and dread, in which breakthroughs in communications and weapons were made, political reforms were 
implemented and immigration waves bolstered the populations of ever-expanding cities. This era also simmered with 
political rage and social inequalities, which drove nationalists, nihilists, anarchists and republicans to dynamite cities and 
discharge pistols into the bodies of presidents, police chiefs and emperors. This wave of terrorism was seized upon by an 
outrage-hungry press that peddled hysteria, conspiracy theories and, sometimes, fake news convincing many a reader that 
they were living through the end of days. The rise of devils chronicles the journeys of the men and women who evoked 
this panic and created modern terrorism – revolutionary philosophers, cult leaders, criminals and charlatans, as well as 
the paranoid police chiefs and unscrupulous spies who tried to thwart them. In doing so, this book explains how radicals 
once thought just in their causes became, as Pope Pius IX denounced them, little more than ‘devils risen up from Hell’.

464pp.   198x129mm   HB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6067-6
January 2023   £20.00 / $29.95   12 black & white illustrations   History

James Crossland is 
Reader in International 

History at Liverpool 
John Moores University 

and author of War, law 
and humanity: The 
campaign to control 

warfare, 1853-1914

JAMES CROSSLAND

Fear and the origins of modern terrorism

The rise of devils
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Chronicles the emergence of terrorism in an era simmering with political rage and
social inequalities.
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How did Manchester’s post-industrial ruins, which inspired the world-famous Factory Records, Joy Division and the 
Hacienda, become a sky-high property boom dubbed ‘Manc-hattan’ – a metropolis of conspicuous wealth, swagger 
and energy? 40 years after the legendary Hacienda’s launch, the book explains how Manchester’s leaders harnessed its 
founders’ radical anarchic visions to create the nation’s fastest-growing city. With key roles played by music and sporting 
legends, including Tony Wilson, Peter Hook, New Order, Peter Saville, Mick Hucknall, Sir Alex Ferguson and Gary 
Neville, this is a first-hand insider account of Manchester’s transformation. It joins the dots between the city’s pop, 
property and politics, showing how civic leaders including ‘King of the North’ Andy Burnham has made the city’s music 
scene a key part of the political and economic agendas. Manchester unspun sorts the truth from the spin of the city’s 
stories to reveal a remarkable journey, describing the hubris, scandal, money and politics which played out during its 

remarkable reinvention.

336pp.   234x156mm   HB   ISBN  978-1-5261-6845-0
November 2022   £20.00 / $29.95   40 black & white illustrations   Culture

Andy Spinoza has 
enjoyed a thirty-five-year 
career in the Manchester 

media, firstly as co-
founder of seminal what’s 

on magazine City Life 
in 1983, then as Diary 

Editor of the Manchester 
Evening News and now 

as Managing Director of 
SKV Communications, 

founded in 1998

ANDREW SPINOZA

Pop , property and power in the original modern city

Manchester unspun
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An enthralling tale of modern Manchester, told by a writer and journalist who has spent four 
decades reporting on the movers and the shakers of this unique city.
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