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The Devastating Secret Life of T.S. Eliot 
A controversial new novel by Author Harper Jameson puts T.S. Eliot’s sexuality in the 

spotlight. 

 
JAMUL, CA (AUGUST 2020) — Nearly 56 

years after the death of T.S. Eliot, Author Har-

per Jameson brings us into the extraordinary 

mind of Eliot in the debut book The Waste-

land. The book follows Eliot’s rise from ob-

scure bank clerk to the world’s most famous 

poet. But more than anything, it explores his 

profound struggle to accept his sexuality. The 

book weaves a narrative inspired by Eliot’s po-

ems, his letters, and his iconic characters, and 

is as much a meditation on art, intolerance, and 

demagoguery as it is a story about the poet’s 

life.  

 

T.S. Eliot’s sexuality has never been settled, 

historically. In fact, Eliot publicly denied being 

gay, then burned nearly all letters that might 

have contradicted this. But on January 2, 2020, 

over 1100 letters written by Eliot were pub-

lished by Princeton University.  Emily Hale, 

Eliot’s friend and the recipient of these letters, 

donated them with the instruction to publish 

them 50 years after she and Eliot died. They 

give deep insight into Eliot’s true character, a 

side of him that he worked hard to keep from 

the public.  
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In The Wasteland, Eliot begins as a hollow man trapped in the dreary world of a London bank 

in the 1920s. Intervening to save a man being badly beaten, he discovers Jack, an out and proud 

gay man living in a time and place of intolerance. Jack introduces Eliot to the gay underground 

of early 20th century London, and unleashes a torrent of creativity that begins to transform his 

life.  

Meanwhile, a vivacious, loveable, but naïve woman, Vivienne, is also falling in love with Eliot. 

Eliot finds that as his fame increases, pressure for conformity increases as well. Religious intol-

erance, increasing Fascist-inspired anti-gay violence, and an ever brighter public spotlight push 

him to hide his relationship with Jack, and eventually lead him to marry Vivienne. 

Poised on the edge of career success beyond his wildest dreams, or infamy worse than his great-

est nightmares, Eliot must decide if he is willing to sacrifice those that are closest to him.  

The Wasteland is the untold story of T.S. Eliot, his secret struggle with being gay, the people 

left in the wake of his meteoric career trajectory, and the madness that helped produce his great-

est work.  

If you liked Cabaret, you’ll love this book. 

 

“Fresh, snappy, and tight. Briskly paced, page-turning action with a commanding use of 

the English language makes this a thoughtful and entertaining read.” — ScreenCraft 

 

Harper Jameson graduated from Brown University with a history degree, soon after launching 

the Social Impact Conference to support individuals dedicated to positive social change. He real-

ized that storytelling was fundamental to changing the world, and that history housed the greatest 

stories of them all. He brings back to life important but forgotten, or misunderstood, historical 

figures so readers can learn about them firsthand. Jameson has signed a multi-book deal with 

Level 4 Press to follow up the success of The Wasteland. 

 

Originally founded in 2006 with a focus on poetry, Level 4 Press has won nine literary gold med-

als and 24 finalist awards, including Forward Magazine Audiobook of the Year; Poetry Founda-

tion Best Verse Drama; Bill Fisher Award for Best New Fiction; USA Book News Best Audio-

book; Indie Excellence Awards for Best Poetry and Best Current Events Book; and Forward 

Magazine Book of the Year finalist. 

 
If you would like more information or to interview Harper Jameson, please contact Alyssia Gonza-

lez at alyssia@level4press.com 
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