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AFULA
With history dating back to the crusader era and beyond, modern Afula was founded in 1925 when the 

American Zionist Commonwealth purchased the area of the valley from the Sursuk family of Beirut. Today it 

lies in heart of the Jezreel Valley.

Afula settlement, founded in 1925;  
Date: 1925–1933

PERSONAL 
ENCOUNTERS:  

The Warm Ray of 
Heavenly Sunlight

You have old pictures of Afula . . .?” asked the 

municipality secretary. “Why do you want 

pictures of here and not of nicer places. . .? Most of this 

conversation came through a translator, because it was 

hard to find many English speakers in Afula. In fact, 

unless you are Israeli, you may have never heard of 

this place, as there is nothing of historical or biblical 

significance that happened there. She might have 

said, “Can anything good come out of Afula?” . . .just 

as someone once said about the neighboring town of 

Nazareth. Yet this is exactly why I was interested in 

these shots.

”
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Afula;  
Date: 2016

I wanted to recreate this shot. We found the old synagogue in this photo. We found the main street. We even 

found the location where this photo was taken. . .from the roof of an old four-story apartment building. Given 

our previous experiences with gaining access to apartment buildings, I think my exact words were: “Gaahh, we’re 

definitely not getting that shot. . .it’s residential.” Just to be sure, I decided to confirm my doubts, so I slowly 

wandered into the building searching for the elevator to the top floor, expecting disappointment.

Disappointment never came. As the elevator doors opened to the top floor, my excitement rushed back as 

we stepped into the warm bright ray of almost heavenly sunlight. Directly in front of us stood a black iron 

ladder, leading to the roof, with its ceiling hatch already opened, as if waiting for us. I looked around to make 

sure no one was suspiciously scowling at me and climbed up to the roof. As I did, I smiled at the fact that I 

was completely wrong about my expectations and wondered about the municipality’s reaction to the photo 

comparisons showing the growth of their town. Can anything good come from Afula? It most certainly can. . . 

and it has. 


