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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

Robert Chiles, Devin R. Lander, Jennifer Lemak, and Aaron Noble

One charming yet challenging element of
studying New York is the centrality of its his-
tory to the broader sweep of American life. This
prominence leaves many episodes in New York’s
past well-known and intensely studied. However,
this issue of New York History reminds us that
innovative methodologies and new documen-
tary evidence ceaselessly open opportunities for
fresh insights into the Empire State’s rich past—
from the social history of New Netherland to
mid-twentieth-century design.

In “Dutch Ladinos/as?: An Iberian Perspec-
tive on the Social and Religious Behavior of New
Netherland’s Black Population,” Jeroen Dewulf
adopts a transatlantic perspective on Manhattan’s
first Black community, revealing that while many
of the religious practices of New Netherland’s en-
slaved population appear exceptional in a North
American context, numerous elements corre-
spond to patterns found in slave societies of the
Iberian world. Considering the diplomatic vicissi-
tudes of the Seven Years’ War through the unique
lens of epidemiology, John Booss argues in “Fear
and Betrayal: Smallpox and the Turning Point
of the French and Indian War” that the conflict

actually pivoted on the smallpox epidemic that
devastated the tribes in the Pays den Haut,
elevated Indigenous suspicions of the French,
and frayed the crucial Franco-Native alliance by
1758. Reassessing the role of Revolutionary-era
committees of safety by analyzing their wartime
activities in Westchester County, Dillon Streif-
eneder argues in “War Comes to Westchester:
The Killing of William Lounsbury” that under the
stress of British invasion such committees trans-
formed from political organizations into the first
war-making institutions of a nascent state
Nineteenth-century New York offers simi-
larly fertile ground for revision. In “Supplanted
Sovereignties: Gateways, Commerce, and Dispos-
session in Postrevolutionary New York,” Nolan M.
Cool reinterprets Utica’s emergence as a commer-
cial center by 1800 as a revealing example of west-
ward-facing commercial ambitions overthrowing
a more nuanced, earlier system of diplomacy, ac-
commodation, and Native American sovereignty.
Exploring New York’s history a half-century later
and half a state to the west, Paul C. King’s “Roe-
bling’s Niagara Railway Suspension Bridge” con-
textualizes the visually familiar bridges of John
A. Roebling through comparison of his methods
with those of contemporaries like Charles Ellet
Jr., marking Roebling’s Niagara triumph as a turn-

ing point in his rise to prominence.
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This issue’s articles also show how new evi-
dence and assiduous, granular analysis can be
employed to challenge old assumptions about
the lives and experiences of New Yorkers at the
grassroots level. Daniel Koch meticulously re-
constructs the urban geography of turn-of-the-
century Syracuse in “Working-Class Germans
in the Salt City: Syracuse, New York, 1860-
1916,” enriching our understanding of immi-
grant lives by recovering neglected features of
the laboring community that were intentionally
ignored in laudatory narratives centered on
the success of “model” German immigrants.

In “Goodbye Old 1910: Encounters with the
Market in the 1910 Diary of a Rural New York
Woman,” Hamilton Craig explores the diary of
Mary Brainard, a farm woman from Wilton, to
reveal through her day-to-day reflections how
some rural New Yorkers resisted centralizing
market forces by relying on existing networks
and resources while adapting some traditions to
survive in the face of economic change.

Our two features in this issue also offer
new angles on recognizable materials. Zachary
Deibel’s Teach NY feature curates a set of docu-
ments on the development of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s New Deal within New York State.

The documents are accompanied by a series of

analytical prompts that can be used to prepare
students for the Regents Exam’s civic engagement
essay. Jennifer Lemak’s Artifact NY feature uses
modern flatware as an entry point for exploring
the innovative career of the Albany-born artist
and industrial designer Marion Weeber and ana-
lyzing how her stainless-steel utensils reflect the
historic intersection of technology, consumerism,
and aesthetics in the twentieth century.

We are pleased to present this issue of
New York History, which once again reminds us
of the diverse opportunities to tell new, vibrant,
inclusive, and enlightening stories about our

state’s past.

Excelsior!
The Editors
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John Booss has had a long-standing
interest in viruses. With Margaret. M.
Esiri he published Viral Encephalitis
in Humans (1986; and ASM Press,
2003). In To Catch a Virus, he
examined with Marilyn |. August

how viral infections are recognized
and diagnosed (ASM Press, 2013). A
second edition of this book, with Ma-
rie Louise Landry, was published in
October 2022. His articles examine
the ways in which epidemics among
Native Americans have changed
history: “Survival of the Pilgrims: A
Reevaluation of the Lethal epidemic
among the Wampanoag,” Historical
Journal of Massachusetts 47, no. 1
(Winter 2019); and with Melanie J.
Norton, “Missionaries, Measles, and
Manuscripts: Revisiting the Whitman
Tragedy,” Journal of the Medical
Library Association 107, no. 1 (January
2019). Booss is Professor Emeritus at
Yale University and former National
Program Director, Neurology Ser-
vice, with the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Nolan M. Cool is Educational
Programs Director at Adirondack
Architectural Heritage (AARCH), the
nonprofit historic preservation orga-
nization for New York’s Adirondack
region. As a public historian, Nolan
is passionate about exploring how
communities preserve, remember,
and use history and historic places

to connect past and present. He
completed his graduate work in the
Public History Program at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst, and
he holds an undergraduate degree
from Utica College (now Utica
University). Nolan’s scholarly work fo-
cuses largely on the socioeconomic
material culture of eighteenth-century
New York. Visit https://aarch.org/
to learn more about Adirondack
Architectural Heritage's work.

Hamilton Craig is a PhD student

in American history at the City
University of New York Graduate
Center. His research is focused on
rural attitudes toward the free market
in the nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turies. His article, “Close Community:
Rural Working-Class Culture in the
1910 Hudson River Mill Strike,” was
published in Tufts Historical Review
13 (Spring 2021).
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Zachary Deibel is a doctoral
candidate in history at Binghamton
University, where he studies the
history of learning, state formation,
and education in eighteenth-century
New York. He has taught high school
and college history courses for the
past ten years, and he is a graduate
student intern at New York History.

Jeroen Dewulf is Queen Beatrix
Professor in Dutch Studies in the De-
partment of German at UC Berkeley.
He is also director of UC Berkeley's
Institute of European Studies and

its Center for Portuguese Studies.
His most recent book publications
include: The Pinkster King and the
King of Kongo (, 2017) and From the
Kingdom of Kongo to Congo Square
(University of Louisiana at Lafayette
Press, 2017). His latest book, Af-
ro-Atlantic Catholics, was published
in August 2022 by Notre Dame
University Press.

Paul C. King, Professor of Archi-
tectural Technology at New York
City College of Technology, is a
licensed architect with degrees in
architecture, landscape architecture,
and urban design. In demand as a
presenter, his research focus is on the
early work of John A. Roebling, the
most influential American engineer
of the nineteenth century. Accepted
for publication, his manuscript titled
"“Roebling: Before the Bridge” fo-
cuses on the evolution of Roebling’s
technical innovations present in his
early work and embodied in the
design of his final work, the Brooklyn
Bridge.
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Daniel Koch is Headmaster of
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project focuses on state formation
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PhD in early American history at the
Ohio State University.





